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To all w hou it mety conce'? 
Beit known that I, FREDERIg. SEEB, a | 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
York, in the county and State of New York, 
have inwented certain new and useful In 
provements in Clasps, of which the follow 
ing is a fuli, clear, and exact specification. | 
This invention relates to c?asps, and has 

for its object to providea clasp which is sim- | 
ple in construction, very inexpensive to ma 
ufacture, and which is capable of tenacious?y 
gripping agarment orother article. 
A ; object is to provide novable 

l?cking means which may be retained in 
eithera locked or unlocked position without 
danger of its being accidentaly displaced 
from one position to the Other. 

(Other objects will appear as the descrip 
tion proceeds. 
The invention will be first hereinafter de 

scribed in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, which constitute a part of this 
specification, and then more specifically de 
fined in the claims at the end of the descrip 
tion. 
In the accompanying drawings, in which 

similar reference characters are used 
throughout the Several views to designate 
corresponding parts:–Figure 1 is a perspec 
tive view of a clasp constructed in accord 
ance with my present invention, the same be 
ing drawn to an enlarged Sc?ie and shown in 
its locked orgripping position. Fig: 2 is a 
side elevation of the clasp with its locking 
member or band in the same position as in 
Fig. 1 and Fig. 3 is an edge view, partly 
insection to more clearly illustrate the con 
struction of the locking tongue. 

It will be understood that the clasp may 
be used for agreat variety of purposes and 
may be attached to or carried by warious ar 
ficles of wearing apparel, such as suspend 
ers, hose supporters, etc. As shown in the 
drawings, the clasp A is attached to a sup 
port G ofany sort, a tape attached to a pair 
of Suspenders (not shown) for instance. 
The claspis made of a single piece or strip 
of resilient metal bent upon itself to form 
opposing jaws Band C. Between the loop 
formed at the bend of the strip for attach 
ment to the supporting member G, and the 
gripping ends of the jaws, Said jaws orop 
bent inward toward each other, so that in 

* edge view the claspis shaped somewhat like 
the figure 8 with enlargements or spread 

pUrtions at the top and bottom connected by 
a nal'row Or reduced neck. Around this 
leck or reduced portion of the claspalock 
ing Oi" clamping band or member D is 
lounted. Said band is adapted to slide 
down part Way over the filared lower por 
tions of the jaws for forcing or clamping 
them together or in engagement with oppo. 
site surfaces of an Urticle H to be supported 
or retained, but the size of Said bandis such 
that it cannot pass entirely over the lower 
ends of the jaws and become disconnected 
from the clasp. 
In order to hold the locking or clamping 

band in locked or unlocked position, I. pro 
Videa locking tongue E which is formed 
by slitting one of the jawsas clearly illus 
t'ated in Figs. 1 and 2. The upperend of 
thistongue isjoined to and integral with the 
jW from Whichit is cut, while the lowerend of Said tongue is free and normally stands 
a Way from Said jaw, as shown in Figs. 1 and 
3. The extremity of the tongue is bent 
slapply inward, as at F, to forman abrupt 
bltment for the upper edge of the locking 
b?d when the latteris in clamping position, 
Figs. 1 and 2. The protruding end of the 
tengue also, Servestohold the locking band 
l? its raised or Unlocked position, asshown 
in Fig. 3. 

It Will be observed that the tongue is sufi 
ciently long and extends up nearenough to 
the juncture of the twojaws to give it prac 
tically an independent movement with re 
spect to the jaw from which it is cut, or in 
other Words the tongue may be depressed 
independently of the jaw and wice versa. 
Thus the tongue has the same effect as a sep 
arate locking device, and yet is much sim 
pler inconstruction and canbe very cheaply 
made, inasmuch as the whole clasp may be 
stamped and struck up from a single 
straight Strip of metal, there being no sepa 
rate parts to be attached and which are so 
apt to work loose or get out of order. 
Having thus described my Invention, 
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what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent of the United States is:– 

1. A clasp comprising opposing jaws 
normally spread but adapted to yield to 
ward each other, a clamping band mounted 
to slidesimultaneouslyalong both jaws, and 
a resilient tongue integral with one of Said 
jaws for retaining Said band in eitherlocked 
or unlocked position. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a clasp 
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comprising an integral gripping member In testimony whereof I have signed my 
having opposing jaws and a locking tongue name to this specification in the presence of 
cut from one of said jaws, and a clamping two attesting witnesses. 
band mounted to slidesimultaneously along FREDERICK SEEBER. 

5 both jaws and oversaid tongu?, the latter || Witnesses: 
serving to retain said band in eithera locked S. JACKSON, 
orunlocked position. P. O'FARRELL, 


