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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, JESSE' S. FORD and
CHARLES F. WESTERFIELD, both residents of
Westerfield, in the eounty of Ohio and State

of Kentucky, haveinvented certain new and

useful Improvements in Tobacco - Frames;
and wedo hereby declarethat the following is
a full, elear, and exact description of the in-
vention, which will enable othersskilled in the
art to whichitappertainstomake and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of thisspeeci-
fieation.

Our invention relates to improvements in
tobacco frames adapted to be secured to the
running gear of an ordinary farm wagon and
upon which the tobacco sticks carrying the
tobacco gathered in the field are hung, where-
by they may be transported to the curing or
packing house.

In harvesting tobaceo, the parties engaged
in gathering the same carry what is known as
a tobaceo stick upon which the plants are
hung. When the sticks become full, they are
carried to the curing house and suspended
therein for a sufficient length of time to in-
sure of the tobaceo beingin, proper condition
for the market. In this manner of gathering
tobacco, the gatherers are compelled to carry
the sticks from the field to the curing house,
as it would crush, bruise, and otherwise in-
jure the tobacco, if conveyed in a wagon or
other vehicle, thus entailing a great loss in
time and labor. By our invention, this loss
is obviated as the filled sticks can be sus-
pended from the frame, and readily conveyed
from the field without injury.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts herein-
after fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings: Figuarel is
a perspeclive view of a tobacco frame, con-
structed in accordance with our invention.
Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal section of the

1 same, showing the frame applied to the run-

ning gear of a wagon. )

In the said drawings, the reference nu-
meral 1denotes the wheels, 2 the front axle,
3 the rear axle, 4 the hounds, and 5 the reach,
which may be of any ordinary construction.

The numeral 6 designates a longitudinal

bar, having near its rear end a transverse
bar 7, provided on its under side with two
parallel strips 8. This bar 7, rests upon the
sand board 9, the strips 8 engaging with the
front and rear sides thereof. Atitsfrontend,
the bar 6 is provided with a bolster 10, hav-
ing a central groove or recess in which the
said bar rests.
with the front axle and bar 6, by means of a
king bolt 12 passing through holes therein,
the holein the bolster being enlarged or made
oblong so as to allow of the bolt playing

therein.

At suitable distances apart, the bar 6 is
provided with a number of standards 13, ar-
ranged in pairs and connected together at
their upper ends by means of plates 14. Se-

cured to these plates are transverse bars 15,

provided with & central strip 16 extending
from end to end thereof, and upon each side
of said strip is formed a series of holes 17,
to receive the pegs or pins 18.

The operationisas follows: The bed or body
and front bolster of an ordinary wagon are
removed and the frame applied thereto, the
bar 7 resting upon the sand board and pre-
vented from moving longitudinally thereon
by means of the strips 8. The bolster 10,
with the front end of bar 6 resting in the cen-
tral recess therein is then connected with the
axle, by means of the king bolt, the oblong
hole in the bolster admitting of a slight play
of the latter to avoid injury when running
over uneven or rough ground. The wagon
with the frame can now be drawn over the
field following in the.wake of the gatherers,
who as before stated, are provided with to-
bacco sticks upon which to hang the tobacco.
When thesesticks become full they are placed
with their ends’ resting upon the transverse
bars 15, and abutting against the strips 16,
When a sufficient number of sticks have
been placed upon the frame, they are held in
place by the pins or pegs 18, which press
against the outer sticks of each row. By
means of the series of holes in said bars, the
pegs or pins may be moved nearer to or far-
ther from the center of the frame, according
to the number of sticks in each row. This
will be found especially advantageous in
working on a hill side, as the sticks can be
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placed on the upside of the wagon, thus tend-

ing to prevent the same from upsetting.

‘When a sufficient load has been placed on
the frame, the wagon is driven to the curing
or packing house when the sticks can be

readily removed, thus avoiding the loss in-
time and labor incident to the gatherers ¢ar- .
rying the sticks to and from the field to the

curing house as is now generally the case.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim is—

1. A tobaceo frame adapted to be secured
to the running gear of a wagon consisting of
the longitudinal bar, the series of standards
secured thereto at suitable distances apart,
the transverse bars secured to the upper ends
of said standards provided with a central
strip, and provided with a series of ‘holeson .
each side of said strip to receive the remov-
able pegs ot pins, substantially as-described.

2. The combination with the running gear
of 2 wagon, of the longitudinal bai near its
rear end provided with the parallel strips en-
gaging with the sand board, the bolster hav-
ing an oblong hole and a recess and the king
bolt, of the upwardly projecting standards
provided with transverse bars formed with a
series of holes to receive the removable pegs
or pins, and the central strip secured to said
bars and extending from end to end thereof,
substantially as described.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
ourown we have hereunto affixed our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

JESSE S. FORD.
CHARLES F. WESTERFIELD.

Witnesses: =

T.-J. SMITH,
JouN T. MOORE.
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