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FRAMEWORK FOR USER-CREATED 
DEVICE APPLICATIONS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0001. The exemplary and non-limiting embodiments of 
this invention relate generally to wireless communication 
systems, methods, devices and computer programs and, 
more specifically, relate to initiation of applications/ser 
W1CS 

BACKGROUND 

0002 This section is intended to provide a background or 
context to the invention that is recited in the claims. The 
description herein may include concepts that could be pur 
Sued, but are not necessarily ones that have been previously 
conceived or pursued. Therefore, unless otherwise indicated 
herein, what is described in this section is not prior art to the 
description and claims in this application and is not admitted 
to be prior art by inclusion in this section. 
0003 Currently, there is no framework on mobile or other 
systems that allow users to create their own personalized 
services through combination of other services and still 
enabling access to those through new modalities Such as the 
Voice dialer in the car. Web based mashup applications may 
be created by combining one or more web apps into a single 
web application by piping the input and output of each 
application together via a script. 
0004. Many modern cars come with a name dialer in 

built or can be had as an add-on. The name dialer works on 
the principle that users train the speech recognizer in the car 
to their voice and then upload their contacts in the contact 
book. A pairing has to be performed between the car and the 
phone. Then, when the phone is in the vicinity of the car (and 
the car is on), the user can dial or accept calls using the car 
speakers and microphone. The name dialer sends signal to 
the mobile device about the intended caller present in the 
phone book. The phone will then dial that particular 
intended caller and, if the call is accepted, dual audio 
communication is performed using the car microphone and 
car speakers through the phone. 

SUMMARY 

0005. The below summary section is intended to be 
merely exemplary and non-limiting. 
0006. The foregoing and other problems are overcome, 
and other advantages are realized, by the use of the exem 
plary embodiments of this invention. 
0007. In a first aspect thereof an exemplary embodiment 
of this invention provides a method to provide an additional 
interface for launching applications. The method includes 
receiving information indicative of a record stored in an 
electronic device application. The method also includes 
determining whether the record is associated with a software 
application command. In response to determining that the 
record is associated with a software application command, 
the Software application command is activated. 
0008. In a further aspect thereof an exemplary embodi 
ment of this invention provides an apparatus to provide an 
additional interface for launching applications. The appara 
tus includes at least one processor; and at least one memory 
including computer program code. The at least one memory 
and the computer program code are configured to, with the 
at least one processor, cause the apparatus to perform 
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actions. The actions include to receive information indica 
tive of a record Stored in an electronic device application; to 
determine whether the record is associated with a software 
application command; and in response to determining that 
the record is associated with a software application com 
mand, to activate the Software application command. 
0009. In an additional aspect thereof an exemplary 
embodiment of this invention provides a computer readable 
medium to provide an additional interface for launching 
applications. The computer readable medium is tangibly 
encoded with a computer program executable by a processor 
to perform actions. The actions include receiving informa 
tion indicative of a record stored in an electronic device 
application; determining whether the record is associated 
with a software application command; and in response to 
determining that the record is associated with a software 
application command, activating the Software application 
command. 
0010. In a further aspect thereof an exemplary embodi 
ment of this invention provides an apparatus to provide an 
additional interface for launching applications. The appara 
tus includes means for receiving information indicative of a 
record stored in an electronic device application; means for 
determining whether the record is associated with a software 
application command; and means for activating the software 
application command in response to determining that the 
record is associated with a Software application command. 
0011. In an additional aspect thereof an exemplary 
embodiment of this invention provides a method to generate 
phonebook records for activating Software application com 
mands. The method includes receiving a selection of a 
user-selected Software application command and a name for 
the Software application. A phonebook record is generated 
using the name. The method also includes associating the 
phonebook record with the user-selected software applica 
tion command. Storing the phonebook record in a phone 
book is also included in the method. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0012. The foregoing and other aspects of exemplary 
embodiments of this invention are made more evident in the 
following Detailed Description, when read in conjunction 
with the attached Drawing Figures, wherein: 
0013 FIG. 1 shows a simplified block diagram of an 
exemplary electronic device that is suitable for use in 
practicing various exemplary embodiments of this inven 
tion. 
0014 FIG. 2 shows a more particularized block diagram 
of an exemplary mobile device (for example, an user equip 
ment) such as that shown at FIG. 1. 
0015 FIG. 3 shows a sample user interface (UI) that that 

is suitable for use in practicing various exemplary embodi 
ments of this invention. 
0016 FIG. 4 shows a block diagram of an exemplary 
system that is suitable for use in practicing various exem 
plary embodiments of this invention 
0017 FIG. 5 is a logic flow diagram that illustrates the 
operation of an exemplary method, and a result of execution 
of computer program instructions embodied on a computer 
readable memory, in accordance with various exemplary 
embodiments of this invention. 
0018 FIG. 6 is another logic flow diagram that illustrates 
the operation of an exemplary method, and a result of 
execution of computer program instructions embodied on a 
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computer readable memory, in accordance with various 
exemplary embodiments of this invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0019 Various exemplary embodiments in accordance 
with this invention allow users to create their own services 
from a list of available services, for example, through use of 
a visual tool or user interface (UI). The user can provide 
their own name for the service using words familiar to them 
and uploads these to the device framework. The device 
framework assigns a unique identifier (ID) to this service 
and adds this to the user phonebook. The phonebook tags 
this as an application name which is different from personal 
contacts. The phonebook can then upload this to the car 
interface and user can invoke the service by saying the 
application name. 
0020. Before describing in further detail various exem 
plary embodiments of this invention, reference is made to 
FIG. 1 for illustrating a simplified block diagram of an 
electronic device that is suitable for use in practicing exem 
plary embodiments of this invention. 
0021. The user equipment (UE) 110 includes a controller, 
Such as a computer or a data processor (DP) 114, a com 
puter-readable memory medium embodied as a memory 
(MEM) 116 that stores a program of computer instructions 
(PROG) 118, and a suitable wireless interface, such as radio 
frequency (RF) transceiver 112, for bidirectional wireless 
communications. 
0022. The PROGs 118 is assumed to include program 
instructions that, when executed by the associated DP. 
enable the device to operate in accordance with exemplary 
embodiments of this invention, as will be discussed below in 
greater detail. 
0023 That is, various exemplary embodiments of this 
invention may be implemented at least in part by computer 
software executable by the DP 114 of the UE 110, or by 
hardware, or by a combination of software and hardware 
(and firmware). 
0024. The UE 110 may also include dedicated processors, 
for example, speech recognition device 115. 
0025. In general, the various embodiments of the UE 110 
can include, but are not limited to, cellular telephones, 
tablets having wireless communication capabilities, per 
Sonal digital assistants (PDAs) having wireless communi 
cation capabilities, portable computers having wireless com 
munication capabilities, image capture devices Such as 
digital cameras having wireless communication capabilities, 
gaming devices having wireless communication capabili 
ties, music storage and playback appliances having wireless 
communication capabilities, Internet appliances permitting 
wireless Internet access and browsing, as well as portable 
units or terminals that incorporate combinations of Such 
functions. 
0026. The computer readable MEM 116 may be of any 
type Suitable to the local technical environment and may be 
implemented using any suitable data storage technology, 
Such as semiconductor based memory devices, flash 
memory, magnetic memory devices and systems, optical 
memory devices and systems, fixed memory and removable 
memory. The DP114 may be of any type suitable to the local 
technical environment, and may include one or more of 
general purpose computers, special purpose computers, 
microprocessors, digital signal processors (DSPs) and pro 
cessors based on a multicore processor architecture, as 

Oct. 13, 2016 

non-limiting examples. The wireless interface (e.g., RF 
transceiver 112) may be of any type suitable to the local 
technical environment and may be implemented using any 
Suitable communication technology Such as individual trans 
mitters, receivers, transceivers or a combination of Such 
components. 

(0027 FIG. 2 illustrates further detail of an exemplary UE 
in both plan view (left) and sectional view (right), and the 
invention may be embodied in one or some combination of 
those more function-specific components. At FIG. 2 the UE 
110 has a graphical display interface 220 and a user interface 
222 illustrated as a keypad but understood as also encom 
passing touch-screen technology at the graphical display 
interface 220 and speech-recognition technology received at 
the microphone 224. A power actuator 226 controls the 
device being turned on and off by the user. The exemplary 
UE 110 may have a camera 228 which is shown as being 
forward facing (e.g., for video calls) but may alternatively or 
additionally be rearward facing (e.g., for capturing images 
and video for local storage). The camera 228 is controlled by 
a shutter actuator 230 and optionally by a Zoom actuator 232 
which may alternatively function as a volume adjustment for 
the speaker(s) 234 when the camera 228 is not in an active 
mode. 

0028. Within the sectional view of FIG. 2 are seen 
multiple transmit/receive antennas 236 that are typically 
used for cellular communication. The antennas 236 may be 
multi-band for use with other radios in the UE. The operable 
ground plane for the antennas 236 is shown by shading as 
spanning the entire space enclosed by the UE housing 
though in some embodiments the ground plane may be 
limited to a smaller area, such as disposed on a printed 
wiring board on which the power chip 238 is formed. The 
power chip 238 controls power amplification on the chan 
nels being transmitted and/or across the antennas that trans 
mit simultaneously where spatial diversity is used, and 
amplifies the received signals. The power chip 238 outputs 
the amplified received signal to the radio-frequency (RF) 
chip 240 which demodulates and downconverts the signal 
for baseband processing. The baseband (BB) chip 242 
detects the signal which is then converted to a bit-stream and 
finally decoded. Similar processing occurs in reverse for 
signals generated in the apparatus 110 and transmitted from 
it. 

0029. Signals to and from the camera 228 pass through an 
image/video processor 244 which encodes and decodes the 
various image frames. A separate audio processor 246 may 
also be present controlling signals to and from the speakers 
234 and the microphone 224. The graphical display interface 
220 is refreshed from a frame memory 248 as controlled by 
a user interface chip 250 which may process signals to and 
from the display interface 220 and/or additionally process 
user inputs from the keypad 222 and elsewhere. 
0030 Certain embodiments of the UE 110 may also 
include one or more secondary radios such as a wireless 
local area network radio WLAN 237 and a Bluetooth R radio 
239, which may incorporate an antenna on-chip or be 
coupled to an off-chip antenna. Throughout the apparatus are 
various memories such as random access memory RAM 
243, read only memory ROM 245, and in some embodi 
ments removable memory Such as the illustrated memory 
card 247. The various programs 118 are stored in one or 
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more of these memories. All of these components within the 
UE 110 are normally powered by a portable power supply 
such as a battery 249. 
0031 Processors 238,240, 242, 244, 246, 250, if embod 
ied as separate entities in a UE 110, may operate in a slave 
relationship to the main processor 114, which may then be 
in a master relationship to them. Embodiments of this 
invention are most relevant to the internal speech recogni 
tion device 115 and external speech recognition devices (for 
example, a speech recognition device embodied in a car 
dialer), though it is noted that other embodiments need not 
be disposed there but may be disposed across various chips 
and memories as shown or disposed within another proces 
sor that combines some of the functions described above for 
FIG. 2. Any or all of these various processors of FIG. 2 
access one or more of the various memories, which may be 
on-chip with the processor or separate therefrom. 
0032. Note that the various chips (e.g., 238, 240, 242, 
etc.) that were described above may be combined into a 
fewer number than described and, in a most compact case, 
may all be embodied physically within a single chip. 
0033. Various exemplary embodiments in accordance 
with this invention allow users to invoke user-defined appli 
cation/commands using a phonebook interface, for example, 
with a paired speech recognition device. In a non-limiting 
example, the user may activate the speech recognition 
device and speaks a command. This command is used to 
identify a phonebook tag which is associated with an appli 
cation (such tags are different from personal contacts). The 
speech recognition device provides this information to the 
mobile device (e.g., via a Bluetooth interface) which can 
then perform the command (e.g., activate the application). 
0034. In additional embodiments, some or all actions 
may be performed by the mobile device, for example, where 
the mobile device includes speech recognition software/ 
components or where the speech recognition device simply 
transmits the audio signal to the mobile device. 
0035) Some examples of operations of exemplary 
embodiments are given below: 
0036. A driver may wish to record their kids in the back 
when they start singing a song. The driver can open the 
dialer in the car and say “voice recorder. A voice recorder 
on the phone will start to record audio. The drive can then 
open the dialer and say a second command (e.g., “stop 
recorder) and the recorder will stop. 
0037. When the driver reaches a destination, they can 
then open the dialer and say “take me home' after which it 
will start a map application on the device and navigate to 
their home. 
0038 If the driver receives a text message they can open 
the car dialer and say “read SMS'. The mobile device may 
then auto-read the text message. The driver can then open 
car dialer and say “reply voice'. The device can then open 
a speech recognizer, converts audio to text and sends that 
text to a messaging application that would send it as a text 
reply. 
0039. In various non-limiting examples in accordance 
with this invention, the phone book is stored in a name dialer 
in the phone and possibly either all of the contacts in the 
phone book or a part of the contacts in the phone book are 
stored in the name dialer application (for example, in a 
built-in car dialer or other electronic device). However, this 
does not require any changes to software in the name dialer 
(of a car, for example) making it possible to run multiple 
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applications using existing phonebook. In some embodi 
ments, the phonebook can make use of a small extension in 
order to Submit an application ID (and parameters provided 
by the user) to the device platform instead of dialing. 
Similarly, any other programs can use this extension and 
contact the device platform providing the ID of the user 
created program name. 
0040. The user can also provide specific parameters to the 
service/application. These may be additional hot words 
that are associated with the same ID as that of the service? 
application. The phonebook may be provided hot words as 
well with the ID. The phonebook may opt to not display the 
hot words (unless navigated into by the user) but can 
export those to the dialer system (in the car, for example). 
The user can use these words after the service name has been 
spoken and have the command understood. These words 
may be spoken at anytime that the program is running and 
before the session has been terminated, e.g., by using 
another keyword, an expiring timeline or other criterion. 
0041. In a non-limiting example, the name dialer is used 
to recognize what a user has said and send that to the phone 
book, for example, by providing the ID of a phonebook 
entry. Alternatively, the name dialer may provide an unal 
tered audio channel to the mobile device which in turn may 
process the audio data in order to determine what was said. 
0042 AUI tool may be provided on a personal computer 
and can be synchronized with the device to get updates of all 
applications installed on the device. The UI tool may also be 
updated from an OEM site for updates on applications and 
parameters. The user can also provide parameters for appli 
cations such as hot words for the speech recognition 
application. Another example would be a reader application 
where the user can also say the name of a file in a default 
directory that would be read by the reader application. 
0043. Once the user has created their personalized service 
(which includes a “command name' for the name dialer, a 
set of applications or instructions to be performed/invoked 
when that command is executed (for example, via the phone 
book), a set of optional parameters or hot words for that 
command and the unique ID for that “command name''/ 
personalized service) this personalized service may be 
uploaded to their mobile device. The device platform then 
updates the service to the phonebook (and other registered 
applications). In one embodiment, the user can specify 
which applications to update this information to through the 
UI 

0044 FIG. 3 shows a sample user interface (UI) that that 
is suitable for use in practicing various exemplary embodi 
ments of this invention. Using the UI, users can create their 
own personalized service. Some applications may use addi 
tional parameters to provide data, while others can be 
invoked through triggers provided by other applications. 
0045. The user may also provide a timeline in which to 
invoke the various applications. In a non-limiting embodi 
ment, the timeline may include a sequence in which to 
invoke the command, for example, invoking a second com 
mand using parameters generated by the invocation of a first 
command. In another non-limiting embodiment, the timeline 
can also specify when one application ends and another can 
begin or be executed in parallel. Using the timeline does not 
limit the application invocations. 
0046. The non-limiting UI includes various windows for 
providing a list of applications and application parameters. 
The application parameter list may be based on a selected 
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application in the list of applications. As shown, Applica 
tion A is selected and possible parameters for A are shown. 
Operation of multiple applications (or multiple invocations 
of the same application) may be assigned triggers. Addi 
tionally, the UI may provide a timing window in order to 
show which applications are assigned to the service and the 
order in which they are invoked and/or interact. 
0047. The user may assign a name to the service and 
upload the service to a device. Alternatively, the new service 
may be saved into a memory on the device with the UI (e.g., 
where a mobile phone is used to define the service). 
0048. Even though a system generated ID is shown in the 
UI, this does not have to be displayed on the UI. It can be 
directly generated by the device platform when the service 
is uploaded to device. 
0049 FIG. 4 shows a block diagram of a non-limiting 
exemplary system that is suitable for use in practicing 
various exemplary embodiments of this invention. UE 110 
includes a phonebook application which communicates with 
the user service management platform. The user service 
management platform also communicates with Application 
1 and Application 2. The UE 110 may be connected to the 
user interaction device 420, for example, a built-in car 
system or the name dialer application on the device. When 
using a separate device to perform remote name dialing, the 
connection between the mobile device and the separate 
device may be a Bluetooth connection, a WiFi connection, 
a physical connection or any other suitable interface tech 
nology. The UE 110 may also be connected to the service 
creation tool 430 which may be run on a separate device 
Such as personal computer or web-based server. 
0050. As shown, user interaction device 420 and service 
creation tool 430 are shown separate from the UE 210; 
however, either or both of these may be embodied within the 
UE 110. For example, UE 110 may provide a platform to run 
the service creation tool 430 and/or provide user interaction 
via an installed microphone and speech recognition soft 
Wae. 

0051 Various exemplary embodiments in accordance 
with this invention provide numerous applications. Many 
applications may be controlled through an interface Such as 
car dialer. The user can define unique ways to invoke and use 
the applications without requiring modification to current 
aspects of the in-car interaction. Multiple application mash 
ups allows personalized and user-preferred naming for per 
Sonal applications. There is no need to provide service calls 
for all available applications as the user may create service 
calls for applications they want and define how they want to 
invoke the application. 
0052 Since the user defines how they want to invoke the 
applications, the system is easier for each user to remember 
and more intuitive when using. Similarly, the user can define 
how to pass on parameters (not just command invocation) 
that makes sense to the user. 

0053. Using the UI the user can define additional param 
eters to pass to the applications in a context aware process. 
For example, the interface may be configured to provide 
location based information whenever a mapping application 
is invoked. 

0054 Based on the foregoing it should be apparent that 
the exemplary embodiments, of this invention provide a 
method, apparatus and computer program(s) to provide an 
additional interface for launching applications. 
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0055 FIG. 5 is a logic flow diagram that illustrates the 
operation of a method, and a result of execution of computer 
program instructions, in accordance with the exemplary 
embodiments of this invention. In accordance with these 
exemplary embodiments a method performs, at Block 510, 
a step of receiving information indicative of a record stored 
in an electronic phonebook. At Block 520, a step of deter 
mining whether the record is associated with a software 
application command is performed. The method also 
includes, in response to determining that the record is 
associated with a Software application command, activating 
the software application command in Block 530. 
0056 FIG. 6 is another logic flow diagram that illustrates 
the operation of a method, and a result of execution of 
computer program instructions, in accordance with the 
exemplary embodiments of this invention. In accordance 
with these exemplary embodiments a method performs, at 
Block 610, a step of receiving a selection of a user-selected 
Software application command and a name for the software 
application. A phonebook record is generated using the 
name at Block 620. At Block 630, a step of associating the 
phonebook record with the user-selected software applica 
tion command is performed. The phonebook record is stored 
in a phonebook at Block 640. 
0057 The various blocks shown in FIGS. 5 and 6 may be 
viewed as method steps, and/or as operations that result from 
operation of computer program code, and/or as a plurality of 
coupled logic circuit elements constructed to carry out the 
associated function(s). 
0.058 An exemplary embodiment in accordance with this 
invention is a method to provide an additional interface for 
launching applications. The method includes receiving 
information (e.g., at a processor) indicative of a record 
stored in an electronic device application. The method also 
includes determining (e.g., by a processor) whether the 
record is associated with a software application command. 
In response to determining that the record is associated with 
a software application command, the Software application 
command is activated (e.g., at a processor). 
0059. In a further exemplary embodiment of the method 
above, the information includes additional parameters. Acti 
Vating the Software application command includes activat 
ing the Software application command using the additional 
parameters. 
0060. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the methods above, the information is received from a 
speech recognition component. 
0061. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the methods above, the Software application command is 
launching a map application, starting a voice recorder or 
stopping a voice recorder. 
0062. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the methods above, the electronic device application is a 
phonebook and the method also includes receiving a selec 
tion of a user-selected Software application command and a 
name for the Software application; generating a phonebook 
record using the name; associating the phonebook record 
with the user-selected Software application command; and 
storing the phonebook record in the phonebook. 
0063. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the methods above, the method also includes receiving a 
selection of at least one application parameter; and associ 
ating the at least one application parameter with the phone 
book record. 
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0064. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the methods above, the method also includes assigning an 
identifier to the phonebook record. 
0065. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the methods above, the method also includes exporting at 
least a portion of the phonebook record to a speech recog 
nition component. 
0066. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the methods above, the method also includes receiving at 
least one additional Software application command and a 
timing sequence in which to activate a plurality of Software 
application commands which include the user-selected Soft 
ware application command and the at least one additional 
Software application command. 
0067. A further exemplary embodiment in accordance 
with this invention is an apparatus to provide an additional 
interface for launching applications. The apparatus includes 
at least one processor; and at least one memory including 
computer program code. The at least one memory and the 
computer program code are configured to, with the at least 
one processor, cause the apparatus to perform actions. The 
actions include to receive information indicative of a record 
stored in an electronic device application; to determine 
whether the record is associated with a software application 
command; and in response to determining that the record is 
associated with a software application command, to activate 
the Software application command. 
0068. In an additional exemplary embodiment of the 
apparatus above, the information includes additional param 
eters. Activating the Software application command includes 
activating the Software application command using the addi 
tional parameters. 
0069. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the apparatus above, the information is received from a 
speech recognition component. 
0070. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the apparatus above, the software application command is 
launching a map application, starting a voice recorder or 
stopping a voice recorder. 
0071. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the apparatus above, the electronic device application is a 
phonebook and the actions also include to receive a selection 
of a user-selected Software application command and a name 
for the Software application; to generate a phonebook record 
using the name; to associate the phonebook record with the 
user-selected Software application command; and to store 
the phonebook record in the phonebook. 
0072. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the apparatus above, the actions also include to receive a 
selection of at least one application parameter, and associ 
ating the at least one application parameter with the phone 
book record. 
0073. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the apparatus above, the actions also include to assign an 
identifier to the phonebook record. 
0074. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the apparatus above, the actions also include to export at 
least a portion of the phonebook record to a speech recog 
nition component. 
0075. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the apparatus above, the actions also include to receive at 
least one additional Software application command and a 
timing sequence in which to activate a plurality of Software 
application commands which include the user-selected Soft 
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ware application command and the at least one additional 
Software application command. 
0076 An additional exemplary embodiment in accor 
dance with this invention is a computer readable medium to 
provide an additional interface for launching applications. 
The computer readable medium is tangibly encoded with a 
computer program executable by a processor to perform 
actions. The actions include receiving information indicative 
of a record stored in an electronic device application; 
determining whether the record is associated with a software 
application command; and in response to determining that 
the record is associated with a software application com 
mand, activating the software application command. 
0077. In a further exemplary embodiment of the com 
puter readable medium above, the information includes 
additional parameters. Activating the Software application 
command includes activating the Software application com 
mand using the additional parameters. 
0078. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the computer readable media above, the information is 
received from a speech recognition component. 
0079. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the computer readable media above, the Software application 
command is launching a map application, starting a voice 
recorder or stopping a voice recorder. 
0080. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the computer readable media above, the electronic device 
application is a phonebook and the actions also include 
receiving a selection of a user-selected Software application 
command and a name for the Software application; gener 
ating a phonebook record using the name; associating the 
phonebook record with the user-selected software applica 
tion command; and storing the phonebook record in the 
phonebook. 
I0081. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the computer readable media above, the actions also include 
receiving a selection of at least one application parameter; 
and associating the at least one application parameter with 
the phonebook record. 
I0082 In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the computer readable media above, the actions also 
include assigning an identifier to the phonebook record. 
I0083. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the computer readable media above, the actions also include 
exporting at least a portion of the phonebook record to a 
speech recognition component. 
I0084. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the computer readable media above, the actions also 
include receiving at least one additional software application 
command and a timing sequence in which to activate a 
plurality of Software application commands which include 
the user-selected Software application command and the at 
least one additional Software application command. 
I0085. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the computer readable media above, the computer readable 
medium is a non-transitory computer readable medium (for 
example, a CD-ROM, RAM, flash memory, etc.). 
I0086. An additional exemplary embodiment in accor 
dance with this invention is an apparatus to provide an 
additional interface for launching applications. The appara 
tus includes means for receiving (e.g., a processor) infor 
mation indicative of a record stored in an electronic device 
application; means for determining (e.g., a processor) 
whether the record is associated with a software application 
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command; and means for activating (e.g., a processor) the 
Software application command in response to determining 
that the record is associated with a software application 
command. 
0087. In a further exemplary embodiment of the appara 
tus above, the information includes additional parameters. 
The activating means includes means for activating the 
Software application command using the additional param 
eters. 

0088. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the apparatus above, the information is received from a 
speech recognition component. 
0089. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the apparatus above, the software application command is 
launching a map application, starting a voice recorder or 
stopping a voice recorder. 
0090. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the apparatus above, the electronic device application is 
a phonebook and the apparatus also includes means for 
receiving a selection of a user-selected Software application 
command and a name for the Software application; means 
for generating a phonebook record using the name; means 
for associating the phonebook record with the user-selected 
Software application command; and means for storing the 
phonebook record in the phonebook. 
0091. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the apparatus above, the apparatus also includes means for 
receiving a selection of at least one application parameter, 
and means for associating the at least one application 
parameter with the phonebook record. 
0092. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the apparatus above, the apparatus also includes means 
for assigning an identifier to the phonebook record. 
0093. In a further exemplary embodiment of any one of 
the apparatus above, the apparatus also includes means for 
exporting at least a portion of the phonebook record to a 
speech recognition component. 
0094. In an additional exemplary embodiment of any one 
of the apparatus above, the apparatus also includes means 
for receiving at least one additional Software application 
command and a timing sequence in which to activate a 
plurality of Software application commands which include 
the user-selected Software application command and the at 
least one additional Software application command. 
0095 A further exemplary embodiment in accordance 
with this invention is a method to provide an additional 
interface for launching applications. The method includes 
receiving a selection of a user-selected Software application 
command and a name for the Software application. A phone 
book record is generated using the name. The method also 
includes associating the phonebook record with the user 
selected Software application command. Storing the phone 
book record in a phonebook is also included in the method. 
0096. In general, the various exemplary embodiments 
may be implemented in hardware or special purpose circuits, 
Software, logic or any combination thereof. For example, 
Some aspects may be implemented in hardware, while other 
aspects may be implemented in firmware or software which 
may be executed by a controller, microprocessor or other 
computing device, although the invention is not limited 
thereto. While various aspects of the exemplary embodi 
ments of this invention may be illustrated and described as 
block diagrams, flow charts, or using some other pictorial 
representation, it is well understood that these blocks, appa 
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ratus, systems, techniques or methods described herein may 
be implemented in, as nonlimiting examples, hardware, 
Software, firmware, special purpose circuits or logic, general 
purpose hardware or controller or other computing devices, 
or some combination thereof. 
0097. It should thus be appreciated that at least some 
aspects of the exemplary embodiments of the inventions 
may be practiced in various components such as integrated 
circuit chips and modules, and that the exemplary embodi 
ments of this invention may be realized in an apparatus that 
is embodied as an integrated circuit. The integrated circuit, 
or circuits, may comprise circuitry (as well as possibly 
firmware) for embodying at least one or more of a data 
processor or data processors, a digital signal processor or 
processors, baseband circuitry and radio frequency circuitry 
that are configurable so as to operate in accordance with the 
exemplary embodiments of this invention. 
0.098 Various modifications and adaptations to the fore 
going exemplary embodiments of this invention may 
become apparent to those skilled in the relevant arts in view 
of the foregoing description, when read in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings. However, any and all modifi 
cations will still fall within the scope of the non-limiting and 
exemplary embodiments of this invention. 
0099. It should be noted that the terms “connected, 
“coupled,” or any variant thereof, mean any connection or 
coupling, either direct or indirect, between two or more 
elements, and may encompass the presence of one or more 
intermediate elements between two elements that are “con 
nected' or “coupled together. The coupling or connection 
between the elements can be physical, logical, or a combi 
nation thereof. As employed herein two elements may be 
considered to be “connected' or “coupled together by the 
use of one or more wires, cables and/or printed electrical 
connections, as well as by the use of electromagnetic energy, 
Such as electromagnetic energy having wavelengths in the 
radio frequency region, the microwave region and the opti 
cal (both visible and invisible) region, as several non 
limiting and non-exhaustive examples. 
0.100 Furthermore, some of the features of the various 
non-limiting and exemplary embodiments of this invention 
may be used to advantage without the corresponding use of 
other features. As such, the foregoing description should be 
considered as merely illustrative of the principles, teachings 
and exemplary embodiments of this invention, and not in 
limitation thereof. 

1-20. (canceled) 
21. A method comprising: 
receiving, via an interface of a mobile electronic dialer 

device, information indicative of a record stored in the 
mobile electronic dialer device; 

based on the information, determining, by the mobile 
electronic dialer device, whether the record is associ 
ated with a software application command of the 
mobile electronic dialer device; and 

in response to determining that the record is associated 
with the Software application command, activating, by 
the mobile electronic dialer device, the software appli 
cation command using the received information. 

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the mobile elec 
tronic dialer device is embodied in a car-dialer device. 

23. The method of claim 21, wherein the information is 
received via a speech recognition component associated 
with the car-dialer device. 
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24. The method of claim 21, wherein the information 
comprises a user-selected Software application command 
and at least one application parameter specific to the user 
selected Software application command. 

25. The method of claim 21, wherein activating the 
Software application command comprises activating the 
user-selected Software application command using the at 
least one application parameter specific to the user-selected 
Software application command. 

26. The method of claim 21, wherein the information 
comprises an indication of a user-selected Software appli 
cation command and a name for the user-selected Software 
application; the method further comprising: 

generating at least one phonebook record using the name: 
associating the at least one phonebook record with the 

user-selected Software application command; and 
storing the at least one phonebook record in the phone 

book. 
27. The method of claim 26, comprising exporting at least 

a portion of the at least one phonebook record to a speech 
recognition component associated with the mobile elec 
tronic dialer device. 

28. The method of claim 26, wherein the information 
comprises an indication of at least one additional user 
selected Software application command and a timing 
sequence in which to activate the user-selected Software 
application command and the at least one additional user 
selected Software application command. 

29. The method of claim 26, further comprising assigning 
an identifier to the phonebook record, wherein the user 
selected Software application command is used by the 
mobile electronic dialer device to determine the identifier 
assigned to the phonebook record which is associated with 
the user-selected Software application command. 

30. The method of claim 21, where the software applica 
tion command is one of: 

launching a map application, starting or stopping a Voice 
recorder, and responding to a message sent to a user of 
the mobile electronic dialer device. 

31. The method of claim 21, performed using computer 
program code embodied on a non-transitory memory and 
executed by at least one processor. 

32. An apparatus, comprising: 
at least one processor; and 
at least one memory including computer program code, 

the at least one memory and the computer program 
code configured to, with the at least one processor, 
cause the apparatus to at least: 

receive via an interface of a mobile electronic dialer 
device information indicative of a record stored in the 
mobile electronic dialer device; 
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based on the information, determine whether the record is 
associated with a software application command of the 
mobile electronic dialer device; and 

in response to determining that the record is associated 
with the Software application command, activate the 
Software application command using the received 
information. 

33. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the mobile elec 
tronic dialer device is embodied in a car-dialer device. 

34. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the information is 
received via a speech recognition component associated 
with the car-dialer device. 

35. The apparatus of claim 32, where the information 
comprises a user-selected Software application command 
and at least one application parameter specific to the user 
selected Software application command. 

36. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the information 
comprises an indication of a user-selected Software appli 
cation command and a name for the user-selected Software 
application; and wherein the at least one memory including 
the computer program code is configured with the at least 
one processor to cause the apparatus to: 

generate at least one phonebook record using the name: 
associate the at least one phonebook record with the 

user-selected Software application command; and 
store the at least one phonebook record in the phonebook. 
37. The apparatus of claim 36, comprising exporting at 

least a portion of the at least one phonebook record to a 
speech recognition component associated with the mobile 
electronic dialer device. 

38. The apparatus of claim 36, wherein the information 
comprises an indication of at least one additional user 
selected Software application command and a timing 
sequence in which to activate the user-selected Software 
application command and the at least one additional user 
selected Software application command. 

39. The apparatus of claim 36, wherein the at least one 
memory including the computer program code is configured 
with the at least one processor to cause the apparatus to: 

assign an identifier to the phonebook record, wherein the 
user-selected Software application command is used by 
the mobile electronic dialer device to determine the 
identifier assigned to the phonebook record which is 
associated with the user-selected Software application 
command. 

40. The apparatus of claim 32, where the software appli 
cation command is one of launching a map application, 
starting or stopping a voice recorder, and responding to a 
message sent to a user of the mobile electronic dialer device. 
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