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(57) Abstract: An apparatus comprises an operating unit (31; 58; 131), which can be a welding unit (31; 131) for welding a clos-
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from portions of sheet material (62), said apparatus (21; 61; 81; 161) comprising a control unit (CU2; CU3) programmed to en-
able said operating unit (31; 58; 131) to process selectively a continuous strip of containing elements (3; 42) or discrete groups
(118) of containing elements (3; 42).
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2. D Claims Nos.:
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3. I:I Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. m As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers ail searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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payment of a protest fee.
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[l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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collecting trays
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