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To ?t/7 ition, it inctly conce71. 
Be it known that I, ROBERT COURTNEY 

SECKER, a subject of the Queen of Great Brit 
ain, residing at New York, in the county of 
New York and State of New York, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
im Shoes; and I do hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

shoes, the object of the same being to so con 
struct the upper of the shoe that it will be 
impervious to water, snow, &c., will be of a 
single piece of leather, and will be provided 
with means whereby the same may be opened 
and closed without the use of buttons or 
laces. 
The invention consists of a shoe whose up 

per is formed of a continuous piece of leather 
or other material having a lap adapted to be 
folded over against the side of the upper, and 
a clasp for holding said lap in its folded po 
sition, the same consisting of strips of spring 
wire or other suitable material having coils 
formed therein forming two arms, one of said 
arms being secured to the inner surface of 
one side of said lap, and the other to the in 
ner surface of the other side of said lap, and 
the coils therein lying in the crease or bend 
ing-point of Said lap. 
In the drawings forming a part of this 

specification, Figure 1 is a perspective view 
of a shoe constructed according to my inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a cross-section of the same on 
the line acac of Fig. 1, showing the shoe in its 
open position. Fig. 3 is a similar section on 
the same line, the parts being shown in their 
closed position. Fig. 4 is a detail perspec 
tive view of one of the spring-clasps for hold 
ing the upper in its closed position. 

Like reference-numerals indicate like parts 
in the different views. 
The upper 1 of the shoe 2 is made of a con 

tinuous piece or pieces of leather, the en 
trance-opening 3 therein being slightly larger 
than the ankle of the foot said shoe is de 
signed to fit. The front part of the upper is 
formed with a lap 4, which is adapted to be 
folded over against the side of the foot and 

be held in place by a series of clasps 5, as 
clearly shown in the drawings. Each of the 
clasps 5 is made up of strips of spring-Wire 
having coils 7 formed in them, the arms 6 6 
thereof extending outwardly in opposite di 
rections from said coils and designed to con 
form to the shape of the front of the foot. 
The arms 6 6 are secured to the sides of the 
lap 4 by bands S of elastic or other suitable 
material, and the coil 7 is adapted to fit within 
the crease formed by said fold. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

seen that I have devised a shoe through which 
the admission of snow or water to the inside 
thereof is effectually prevented and in which 
the same may be readily fastened or unfas 
tened without the use of buttons or laces. 
The normal position of the lap or fold 4 when 
the shoe is closed is as shown in Figs. 1 and 
3, wherein the arms 6 6 are shown in close 
contact with each other. When it is desired 
to open the shoe to remove the foot, it is 
merely necessary to raise the outer end of the 
lap 4 against the pressure of spring-coil 7 of 
said clasp, when the upper may be thrown to 
its open position. (Shown in Fig. 2.) 

Having now described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
In a shoe, the combination with the upper 

thereof formed of a continuous piece of leather 
or other material, having a lap adapted to be 
folded over against the side of the upper, of 
a clasp for holding said lap in its folded po 
sition, the same consisting of strips of spring 
wire or other suitable material, having coils 
formed thereinforming two arms, one of said 
arms being secured to the inner surface of 
one side of said lap, and the other to the in 
her surface of the other side of said lap, and 
the coils therein lying in the crease or bend 
ing-point of said lap, substantially as de 
scribed. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing Witnesses. 

ROBERT COURTNEY SECKER. 
Witnesses: 

ECCLES NOBLE, 
I. KELLY. 

55 

75 

95 

  


