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To all whom it may concern: . _
Be it known that I, WiLLiaMm J. NUNN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Hyde
Park,in the county of Norfolk, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Fenders for Electrie, Cable, or
other Similar Cars, of which the following is
a full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings in
explaining its nature. _ 4 o
- My invention relates to a fender for elec-
tric, cable, and similar cars, comprising a strip
or section of flexible material like wire gauze
of fine mesh or duck or other similar woven
fabric of the width of the car dasher or car
front, or of very nearly its width, suspended
or attached at its upper end to the car dasher
or front, and attached or secured at its lower
end to a hinged support extending forward
from the car dasher or front, and adapted to
be folded or moved upwardly against or tfo-
ward the ecar dasher or front, and preferably
when so moved to be automatically latched
or locked in such new position. The frame
or support for the lower edge of the flexible
fending section or strip, which hereinafter I
will term the flexible fender, may be mounted
upon small rolls or wheels to run on the tracks.

The invention further relates to the con-
struction of the fender frame and fender,
whereby it is made detachable from the dasher
or car front, in order that it may be trans-
ferred from one end of the car to the other,
thus requiring but one fender for each car,
instead of two as would be the case if perma-
nently attached to the dasher, or not easily
removable therefrom.

The invention further relates to the con-
struction of the fender, whereby it is made
light, and whereby also it is folded into com-
paratively small compass, and therefore made
easily portable. :

It further relates to various details of con-
struction, allof which will hereinafter be fully
specified. .

In the drawings Figure 1 is a view in per-
spective illustrating my improvement as at-
tached to the front of a car. TFig. 2 is a view

in side elevation showing the operation of the
device. Fig. 3 is a view in side elevation
showing it detached and in portable shape.
Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail view, and Fig. 5

is a view illustrating a feature to which ref-
erence is hereinafter made.

The fender frame A, is made in two parts
a and ¢’. - The part a is vertical, and is sus-
pended in front of the dasher upon pins or
hooks a@® The horizontal section ¢’ is hinged
at its rear end «® to the lower end of the ver-
tical section a. »

The fender B, is made of any suitable flexi-
ble material like wire gauze of small gage,
duck or other fabric. 1t is supported at its
upper edge at or near the top of the vertieal
section o of the frame, and is attached or se-
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cured atits lower edge to a front rod or bar -

of the horizontal frame.

The fender is attached to the car front or
dasher in such manner as to bring the front
lower edge of the fender as closely to the
ground as it can be run, and also so thatit is
held away from and in front of the dasher
when in its normal position. The lower hori-
zontal section of the frame may have small
wheels or rolls ¢, suitably supported to run
on the tracks and support or partially sup-
port the lower section of the frame, I have
represented in the drawings the two sections
o o of the fender frame made of rods or gas
pipe, but, of course, I do not confine myself
to this particular method or manner of mak-
ingit. Asillustrated, however, the uppersec-
tion a of the frame has the vertical side bars
d d’, which are bent backward at their upper
ends d% and are united by the horizontal sec-
tion'd®. This upper section d? d* forms con-
venient means for attaching the device to
the car dasher; the lower ends of the bars d
d’ have rings or eyes d*, through which ex-
tends the horizontal cross-bar d* of the lower
section o' of the frame, and from the ends of
this horizontal section d° there extends for-
ward the siderods or bars d® which are united
at their front ends by the cross bar or rod d°.
The wheels or rolls ¢ may be supported upon
any part of the horizontal frame. Ihave rep-
resented them as carried by the cross rod d®.

The fender is attached at its upper end to
the cross rod b, preferably extending across
the upper section of the frame at its top or
upper edge, and at its bottom or lower edge
to the cross rod d° of the swinging or hori-
zontal frame. The upper frame also has the
hinged ratchet sectors e pivoted to the verti-
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cal portions of the frame and having ratchet
or other teeth ¢’ arranged to engage engaging
latches or portions extending from the side
rod d° of the lower frame, when the lower
frame has been lifted sufficiently tobring the
latches into engagement with the ratchet
teeth, the sectors resting by gravity upon the
latches and automatically engaging them, as
the lower frame is lifted, and they serve to
hold the lower frame info any. position to
which it may be lifted. The lower horizon-
tal or swinging frame may be counterbal-
anced in relation to the upper or vertical sec-
tion, when desired, by arranging a counter-
balance f backof the vertical frame, and con-
nected toorcarried with the horizontal frame.

In Fig. 1 the fender is represented in its
normal position upon a car dasher; in Fig. 2
it is represented as having engaged a child;
in Fig. 8 it is represented in its portable
shape. It is desirable that the rods b and d’
be made somewhat flexible to prevent injury
to anyone whom they might strike. Therod
d’, however, may be stiff, and it may be cov-
ered with a flexiblepadding or other covering.

The fender acts in saving and protecting
life in the following manner:—Attached to the
dasher of the car the lower edge d7 projects
outwardly therefrom and close to the ground,
and itsupportsinfrontof the dashersubstan-
tially the full width of the car the safety net-
ting or webbing which comprises the fender;
and a person who might otherwise be struck
by the dasher is struck by the lower bar of the
fender and caused thereby to be thrown over:
into the webbing or net, and the striking or’
falling upon the webbing or net of the body
causes the forward part of the swinging or
horizontal frame to be thrown or moved up-
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ward, thereby forming an open cradle or re-
ceptacle in which the body is held, the for-
ward part of the horizontal or swinging frame
being automatically locked by the ratchets or
otherlocking device intoa positionsufficiently
elevated to form this safety holding sack or
cradle.

It will be observed that the construction of
the device is simpleand cheap; that itis also
light; that it is easily detachable, and that it
is readily folded into a portable shape.

Having thus fully described my invention,
Ieclaim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States—

1. The fender for electric and other cars
herein deseribed comprising a horizontal rect-
angular frame «’ pivoted at its rear end to
supports extending downward from the car
front, the rolls C for supporting the same on
the rails, said support and rollsbeing adapted
to be moved upward upon itspivots and a flexi-
ble fender connected at its upper edge with
the front of the carand at its lower edge with
the forward cross barof said hinged frame, as
and for the purposes described.

2. The frame-work madeof gas pipe orrods
comprising the section a, having the vertical
side bars d d’, provided at their lower ends
with the eyes d* and extending backward at
their upper ends, and united by the bar d,
the cross-bar b, and the lower frame o', com-
prising the forward extending arms d°and
the cross bars d' d° and the flexible material
B, as and for the purposes deseribed.

WILLIAM J. NUNN.
Witnesses:
F. . RAYMOND, 2d,
J. M. DorLaAN.

40

45

50

55

6o

65

70




