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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLOTTE ADELAIDE

" PROVOOST, a citizen of the United States, re-
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siding in the city of Buffalo, county of Erie,
State of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Abdominal Sup-
porters, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. '

My invention relates to surgical bandages
in general, but more particularly to that class
of devices known as ‘“laparotomy - bands,”

““appendicitis - bandages,” and “abdominal

supporters.”

The objects sought to be attained by my
improvements comprise certain features in
the construction of the bandage, whereby
ease and facility of adjustment of the parts
are obtained, and especially in the perineal
or thigh straps, which assist in holding the
bandage in place upon the wearer.

With these objects in view ITmake my band-
age in two sections—one to fit the contour of
the abdomen and one to confornr to the shape
of the back or waist—and these two séctions
are adjusted by straps and buckles located at
the hips within easy reach of the wearer.
Thisfeature isof more importance than would
atfirst appear. - The front section being made
to fit the abdomen, in order that it should be
held in a central position it will be obvious
that the adjusting-straps must be located at
opposite sides, because if straps are located
only at the left hip, as is usually the case with
bandages of this character, if the size of the
abdomen changes either to greater or lesser
dimensions the front portion of the bandage
cannot be adjusted to occupy an exactly cen-
tral position. With adjusting-straps at each
hip a perfect fit is assured, even if some
changes in size and contour take place, be-
cause the take-up occursat both sides, and the
front section can be centrally located and held
in place. I also regard the perineal or thigh
straps which T have devised as an important
element of my invention. The ordinary elas-
tic-webbing straps used with surgical band-
ages very soon deteriorate, owing to the con-
stant strains nupon them and the deleterious
effects of perspiration. As a result the thin

filaments of rubber give way oue at a time,
until the webbing loses its elasticity. More-
over, this webbing becomes soiled and can-

‘not be cleaned. My perineal or thigh straps
consist of soft-rubber tubes, each dontaining
a piece of cord or tape, which is gathered or
fulled in the tube to permit a certain degree
of elongation of the tube and to limit its ex-
tensions when stretched to the length of the
tape. This tube may be easily cleaned when
soiled, is soft and agreeable to the wearer,
and does not soon deteriorate and lose its
elasticity. _

My invention is shown in the accompanying
drawings, in which like reference-numerals
designate like parts wherever they occur.

Trigure 1is a perspective view of the band-
age on a larger scale. Fig. 2 is a plan view
of the back or rear section of the bandage,
and Fig. 3 is a view of one of the perineal or
thigh straps in central longitudinal section.

The numeral 1 indicates the front section,
and 2 the back or waist section,of the band.
These parts are made up of an outer portion
orfacing of silesia, corset fabric, or other suit-
able textile material, a lining or inner por-
tion of some soft agreeable fabric, and stiffen-
ing or stay strips arranged vertically of the

“bandage and held in place by superposed web-

strips 4, stitched to the face of the bandage.
Elastic goring 5 is set into the rear section.
A series of short straps 6 is attached to this
section, and are to be connected to the buc-
kles 7, attached to the ends of the front sec-
tion. A girth-strap 8 is attached at the up-
peredge of the rear section and extends down-
ward and forward to the lower edge of the
front section, where it is centrally held in
blace by a hook 9. This girth-strap passes
through the loops of the opposite lower bue-
Iles 7, and is for the purpose of sustaining
the band at the point of greatest strain. It
also serves to supportin great part the weight
of the abdomen, and is readily adjusted by
means of the buckle 10.

The perineal or thigh straps 11 (see Fig. 4)
are each composed of a soft-rubber tube 12,
having a length of tape or cord extending
through it from end fo end, and the termi-
nals of the tape are connected to the tube
and- to short tabs 14 by stitches or equiva-
lent means, A short section of tubing 15 is
drawn over the point of connection to cover
the fastening means. It will be noted that
the tape is gathered in the tube, so as to per-
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mit a limited elongation or extension of the
tube. One of the tabs 14 of each perineal or
thigh strap is permanently attached to the
rear section at 16, and the opposite terminal
tabs are to be connected to buckles 17, at-
tached tothe front section 1. I contemplate
the use of these perineal or thigh straps with
various kinds of bandages and for other pur-
poses. The fact that they are soft and com-
pressible, readily cleaned, agreeable to the
wearer, do not rub and chafe, and that they
do not soon deteriorate makes them a very
useful adjunct to surgical bandages.

What I elaim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The herein-described abdominal supporter
consisting of the stiffened separable front
and rear sections, 1-and 2, connected at the

sides by the short straps, 6 and buckles 7,
the girth-strap, 8, attached to the rear sec-
tion, at the top and extending obliquely
downward and around the front section, the
hook on the front section for holding the
girth down, and the perineal or thigh straps
11, composed of soft-rubber tubing, having
puckered tapes passing therethrough to limit
their extension, said tapes being stitched to
the tubes at the ends, and the stitches cov-
ered, substantially as described.

It witness whereof I have signed my name,
in presence of two witnesses, this 29th day of
February, 1896.

CHARLOTTE ADELAIDE PROVOOST.

Witnesses:

ODELL R. BLAIR,
GEO. A. DAVIS.
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