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To all whom it may concerw: )

Be it known that I, DANIEL T. WARD, Jr.,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Whitesville, in the county of Daviessand
State of Kentucky, haveinvented certain new
and usefulImprovements in Fruit-Gatherers;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, which will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
nse the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, which form a part of
this specification.

My invention relates to fruit-gatherers of
that class or character which comprise a
pocket on the end of a pole, with means oper-
ated by the person holding the pole for sever-

ing the fruit from the stem of the tree, so

that it will drop into the pocket and ean then
be deposited in a suitable receptacle without
being bruised or injured.

The object of the invention is to provide
an improved fruit-gatherer which shall pos-
sess superior advantages with respect to effi-
clency in use. :

The invention consists,essentially,in a pole
of suitable length provided at the upper end
with an annulus or ring, secured thereto at
a right angle, and provided with brace-rods,
to which ring is secured a pocket, of any suit-
able material, by means of hooks connected
with the ring, which engage with the edge of
the pocket. Pivoted to the upper end of said
pole are two segmental arms, with which are
connected near the pivoted ends two links,
which in turn are connected with a rod pass-
ing through staplessecured to the pole, which
rod is provided at its lower end with a spring-
actuated handle pivoted to the pole by which
said rod is operated. The free ends of said
segmental arms engage with a guide-bracket
secured to the ring, as hereinafter fully de-
seribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a side elevation of a fruit-gatherer con-
structed in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the
upper part thereof. Fig. 3 is a plan view.

Fig. 4 is a detail view of the brace-bracket.
In the said drawings the reference-numeral
1 designates a pole or staff to the upper end

of which is secured an annulus or ring 2, at
a right angle thereto. Also secured to said
pole is a brace-bracket comprising the lng 3
and the inclined arms 4, the upper ends of
which are secured to the ring 1. The numeral
5 designates a poeket made of fextile or other
suitable material. The edge of this pocket
is connected with hooks 6, depending from
the ring. Pivoted to the upper end of said
pole are two segmental arms 7, the free ends
of which work in a guide-bracket 8, secured
to the said ring. Near the pivoted ends there
is connected with each of said arms & link 9,
consisting of a curved piece of wire. The
inner ends of these links are pivotally con-
nected with a pin 12, passing through the
upper bifurcated end of arod 13, which works
in guide-staples 14, secured to the pole 1.
The lower end of this rod is pivoted to a
handle 15, which is pivotally connected with
the pole 1. This handle is provided with a
spring 16, which bears against the pole, and
its tendency is to press the rod upward, so
that the segmental arms will be distended
when in normal position. ‘

The operation is as follows: The poleis ele-
vated and guided to the apple or other object
to be gathered, and so guided that the latter
will pass between the two segmental arms.
Said arms are then contracted by means of
the handle and connections, which will cause
the fruit to be disconnected from the limb of
the tree. When the pocket is full or a suffi-
cient quantity has been collected therein, the
pole is lowered and the contents depoesited on
the ground or in a suitable receptacle.

It will thus be seen that fruit can be gath-
ered in a rapid and efficient manner without
the necessity of climbing the tree, and will
not be bruised or injured.

aving thus fully described my invention,
what I claim is— .

In a fruit-gatherer, the combination with.
the pole, the ring secured to the upper end
thereof, provided with downwardly-depend-
ing hooks, the removable pocket connected
with said hooks, and the inclined brace-bars
formed with a lug secured to said pole, of the
segmental arms pivoted to the upper end of
said pole, the eurved links pivoted to said
arms, the reciprocating rod having its npper
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end bifurcated, the pin pivotally connecting:| my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
said bifurcated end and the links and the | in presence of two witnesses.

guide-bracket secured to said ring opposite

the pivoted pointof said arms andzj.sel'ving as _ DANIEL T. WARD, Jr.
a guide for the free ends of said arms, sub- Witnesses:

stantially as described. JosErPH. H. WARD, Jr.,

In testimony that I claim-the foregoing as JouN KITTINGER.




