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This invention relates to a device adapted for 
filing papers and other paraphernalia or simi 
lar articles and has for its primary object to pro 
vide a filing box, within which is disposed a novel 
ly and durably constructed follower member. 
Another important object of this invention, is 

to provide a follower member for use with a filing 
box and adapted for pivotal attachment thereto, 
resilient means being provided for urging the 
follower member into pressing contact against 
One of the sides of the box, the follower member 
being pivotally disposed in the box adjacent the 
opposing side in Such a manner So that the same 
may be sustained in a closed inoperative position 
against the Side. 
Another important object of this invention is 

to provide a follower member comprising a pair 
of arms interconnected and having one of their 
ends pivotally Secured to the filing box, So that 
the arms are foldable upon themselves about a 
longitudinal line adjacent their pivoted ends and 
may thereby be sustained in a closed position, 
resilient means being disposed between the ex 
tending unattached ends of the arms for urging 
the arms outwardly into pressing contact with 
the opposing side of the box. 
These and ancillary objects and structural fea 

tures of merit are attained by this invention, a 
preferred embodiment of which is set forth in the 
following description and illustrated in the ac- . 
companying drawing, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a filing box 
and follower member, constructed in accordance 
with the principles of this invention; 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal vertical Sectional view 
taken on line 2-2 of Figurei, looking in the di 
rection of the arrows and 
Figure 3 is a longitudinal vertical sectional view 

looking towards side wall 16, illustrating the foll 
lower member in an extended or operative posi 
tion for sustaining a plurality of papers or simi 
lar articles in a compact vertical position against 
one of the side walls of the box. 
In the drawing, the numeral to designates a 

filing box having a bottom wall 2 and a pair of 
opposed end walls 4, joined by integral upright 
Side Walls 6 and 8. The box or single recep 
tacle is formed with a permanently open top, 
whereby articles 20, such as folders, pieces of 
paper or the like may be inserted within the box. : 
A follower member 22 is provided for maintain 

ing the articles in a compact upright position and 
preferably includes a pair of arms 24 and 26. The 
arms 24 and 26 are identically formed and are 
provided with depending lateral ends 28 and 3) 

(C. 129-26) 

which are swiveled or pivoted in bearing brackets 
32 and 34 carried by the opposing end walls, ad 
jacent the side wall. f6. The arms include an 
extending shank portion 36 and 38 which are 
crossed, the shank 36 being formed with an 
offset portion 40 to enable the Shank 38 to cross 
the shank 36. It is to be noted that both of the 
Shank portions of the arms are disposed gener 
ally in the same horizontal plane, except for the 
Offset portions 43 in the Shank 36 and the similar 
offset portion 42 in the shank 38. Tateral ex 
tensions 44 and 46 depend integrally from the 
extending ends of the arms and are provided with 
horizontally disposed extremities 48 and 59. 
These extremities are provided with eyelets or 
apertured heads 52 and 54 to which is anchored 
a spring 56. 

In operation, the arms Would be urged out 
wardly against the papers 2 by means of the 
spring 56, the arms being positioned as illus 
trated in Figure 2, With the Spring compressed. 
The vertical portions 44 and 46 of the arms would 
be sustained in pressing or clamping contact 
against the papers by means of the Spring, forc 
ing the papers against the side wall. 

It is to be noted that the arms may be main 
tained in an inoperative closed position by forc 
ing the same against the Side wall 6, past the 
pivot points and thereby overcome the tension 
of the spring. The arms would be in effect locked 
against the side wall 6. To unlock the same, 
it would be only necessary to apply a certain 
amount of outward pressure, until the arms would 
pass their pivot points, whereupon the Spring 
Would be rendered operative for urging the arms 
completely outwardly against the opposing side 
Wall. 
Thus, it can be seen that there is provided a 

novelly and durably constructed filing box and 
follower member associated therewith, Whereby 
papers or similar articles may be more conven 
iently and easily maintained in a compact upright 
position and thereby held in an easily accessible 
placement. 

However, while one embodiment of this inven 
tion has been shown, it is to be understood that 
certain other embodiments can be carried out, as 
coming within the Spirit and Scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
Having described the invention, what is claimed 

as new is: 
1. In combination with a receptacle having a 

bottom wall and upstanding opposed end walls 
and connecting first and Second side Walls, a 

5 follower member operatively mounted in the re 

  



3 
ceptacle and including a pair of horizontally dis 
pOSed interSecting arms, depending ends on said 
arms, one end of each arm being journaled to one 
of the end walls adjacent to the ends of the first 
Side Wall, and resilient means connected to the 
other end of each arm and extending therebe 
tween to urge the said ends toward the second 
side wall, said arms being novable to a collapsed 
position against the first side wall and being 
normally urgéd outwardly therefrom toward the 
second side wall for pressing articles thereagainst. 

2. In combination with a receptacle having a 
bottom wall and upstanding opposed end walls 
and connecting first and Second Side Walls, a 
follower member operatively mounted in the re ceptacle and including a pair of horizontally dis 
posed intersecting arms, depending ends on each 
of said arms, vertical sleeves formed on the end 
walls adjacent to the opposite ends of the first 
side wall, one end of each arm being journaled 
in one of said sleeves whereby the arms are 
mounted for pivotal Swinging movement between 
the Side walls, and resilient means connected to 
the other end of each arm and extending there 
between to urge the arms and said ends outwardly 
from the first side wall toward the Second side 
wall, Said arms being movable to a collapsed posi 
tion against the first side wall and being normally 
urged outwardly therefrom toward the second 
Side Wall for preSSing articles thereagainst. 

3. In combination with a receptacle having a 
bottom wall and upstanding opposed end walls 

2,538,165 

5 

10 

5 

20 

25 Nutinber 

30 Number 

4. 
and connecting first and second side walls, a foll 
lower member operatively mounted in the recep 
tacle and including an arm spaced from and dis 
posed parallel with the bottom wall, a compan 
ion arm Overlying in an interSecting plane the 
first arm, said first arm having an offset center 
Section disposed below the second arm so that 
the arms lie in the same horizontal plane, verti 
cal sleeves formed on the end walls adjacent to 
the ends of the first side wall, each of said arms 
having downturned opposing ends, one end of 
each arm being journaled in the sleeves and 
resilient means connected to the other ends and 
disposed therebetween, said arms being movable 
to a collapsed position against the first side wall 
and being noirinally urged outwardly toward the 
Second side wall by the resilient means. 

RICHARD F. RANDTKE. 
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