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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FLORA HOFMEISTER, OF RACINE, WISCONSIN.

ARM-REST AND - TABLE FOR TELEPHONES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 554,488, dated February 11, 1896.

Application flled Augnst 9, 1895,

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, FLOrRA HOFMEISTER, of
Racine, in the county of Racine and State of
‘Wisconsin, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Arm-Rests and Tables for
Telephones, of which the following is a de-
seription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which are a part of this
specification.

My invention relates toan apparatusor de-
vice to be attached to the box of a telephone-
transmitter or other adjacent support, and is
adapted to be used by the person who is at
the telephone as a rest for the arm that holds
the telephone-receiver, and to support and
automatically distend and fold up a table for
a tablet or writing-pad; and the object of the
invention is to accomplish these purposes in
and by novel, simple, convenient, easily-op-
erated, reliable, strong, and enduring appa-
ratus. '

The invention consists of the apparatus and
its parts and combination of parts as herein-
after described and claimed, or their equiva-
lents.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation
of my improved apparatusin connection with
a fragment of the box for a telephone-trans-
mitter, parts being broken away for conven-
ienceof illustration. Fig.2isatop plan view
of my improved apparatus.

In the drawings, A isthe fragment, in out-
line, of a box such as is in common use with
telephone transmitters and receivers for in-
closing the transmitter and a battery in con-
nection therewith. I have shown my im-
proved apparatusin connection with thisbox,
as the frame of the apparatus, in this in-
stance, is constructed with reference to be-
ing readily attached to such a box, but in
case such a box is dispensed with in connec-
tion with the telephone-transmitter the ap-
paratus can be attached to some similar sup-
port adjacent to the transmitter.

A rigid frame 5 has a face 6, advisably
cushioned with rubber or felt, adapted to bear
against and hold to the abutting support, (in
this instance box A,) and there is a bearing-

- plate 7, also faced with rubber or felt, which

is adapted to bear against and hold to the
support opposite the face 6. The bearing-
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plate 7 is mounted loosely on the extremity
of a clamping-screw 8, that turns by its thread
through a member or part of the frame 5.
The plate 7 is located opposite the face 6 at
such distance therefrom as to receive the box
A between the two bearing-faces 6 and 7,
the apparatus being supported by clamping
the box or support between these bearing-
faces, the engagement of the faces with the
box being accomplished by turning the clamp-
ing-serew 8 in the frame.

A table 9 is fixed on an arm 10, which arm
is hinged on the frame 5, so as to be capable
of being distended into the substantially hori-
zontal position shown in Fig. 1, or to be folded
up substantially vertically against the side
of theframe. Thistableis preferablylocated
at the right of the frame. A rod 11 connects
the free extremity of a radial arm 12, fixed
to and extending from the axis of the arm
10, and at an angle thereto, to one arm of the
bell-crank lever 13, pivoted at its angle to
the frame 5.

A plate 14, advisably of concave form lat-
erally and adapted to receive and support the
arm of the user thereon,is fixed on a vertically-
disposed rod or shank 15, which shank passes
movably through an arm or member of the
frame 5,and also through a ring 16, trunnioned
inone arm of the bell-crank lever 13, and is se-
cured,adjustable vertically, (with reference to
desired position for supporting the arm of the
user, and also with reference to the desired
position of the table 9,) in the ring 16 by a set-

screw 17 turning through the ring against the .

shank 15. In use the shank 15 is so adjusted
and secured in the ring 16 that when the table
9 is in the horizontal position shown in Fig.
1 the plate or rest 14 shall be at the desired
height for receiving and supporting thereon
the arm of the user, this height being such
that the arm of the user resting on the plate
will be at the proper height to hold the re-
ceiver of the telephone at the ear of the user.
A contractile spring 18,connected to the frame
5 and to the ring 16, is adapted to elevate the
rod 15 and fold up the table 9 when the arm
of the user is not on the plate 14, and the clip
19, pivoted on the lever 13, isreleased from en-
gagement with the frame 5.

It willbe understood that normally the table
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9 is folded up against the side of the frame
and near to the box- A; that when so folded
up the rod 15, with the plate 14, is elevated
with reference to the frame somewhat above
the position shown in Fig. 1, and that when
the user places his or her arm on the plate-
vest 14 and bears down on it the rod 15 will
be depressed against the resistance of the
spring 18, and the table 9 will be thrown out-
wardly or distended into the position shown
in Fig. 1, and that the clip 19 will then drop
into the notch provided therefor in the frame
5, thus engaging the frame and holding the
table and the rest in position until again re-
leased from engagement with the frame.

In the drawings I have shown the table 9 as
provided with a celluloid tablet 20, which be-
ing in the form of a single sheet is capable of
being inserted in and withdrawn from theside
and top guides 21 on the table 9. A spring-
clip 22 is also provided, which is adapted to
receive thereunder and hold a paper pad. A
clip or loop 23 at the side of the table is adapt-
ed to receive and hold a pencil detachably
therein.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. Anarm-restand table fortelephones com-
prising a frame, a folding table, an arm-rest
movable in the frame a bell-crank and a rod
connecting the bell-crank to an arm attached

to the table, and a spring adapted to fold up
the table and elevate the rest.

2. The combination with a frame, of a
clamping device for securing it detachably to
a telephone-box or analogous support, a fold-
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ing table mounted on the frame, and an arm-

rest also mounted movably on the frame and
connected operatively with the table, substan-
tially as described.

3. The combination of a frame, a table
hinged on the frame and provided with a ra-
dially-projecting arm at an angle to the table,
a bell-crank pivoted on the frame, a rod con-
necting the bell-crank to the arm of the table,
and an arm-rest provided with a shank mov-
able in the frame and connected operatively
with the bell-ecrank lever, adapted by means
of the depression of the arm-rest to distend
the table, substantially as deseribed.

4. The combination of a frame, an arm-rest
provided with a shank movable in the frame,
aspring forlifting the arm-rest, afolding table
hinged on the frame, and means connecting
the table with the shank of the arm -rest,
whereby by the depression of the arm-rest the
table is distended, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

FLORA IIOFMEISTER.

Witnesses:
GEo. H. MOORE,
GERVASE S. WRIGHT.

40

45

50

55




