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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FrRaANK H. CHASE, of
Jaffrey, county of Cheshne, State of New
Hampshire, have invented a new and useful
Locking Attachment for Boxes, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to automatic locking
devices for hinged box-lids, doors, and the
like, its object being to provide asimple, self-
acting device which will serve the purpose of
holding the lid or door secured in both open
and closed positions, but which can be read-
ily tripped or released by the hand for either
opening or closing; and it consists in the
features of construction hereinafter described
and claimed.

“In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is an end
elevation of a box fitted with my improve-
ment, the lid being shown closed; and Fig. 2
is & similar view in which the lid is shown
open, the lid being secured in both posmons
by the attachment.

In the drawings, A represents a box or simi-
lar structure pr0v1ded with the lid -or door 2,
having preferably aspring-hinge 3 connected
with the body of the structure.

My improvement B is made preferably of
a piece of spring-wire of sufficient weight for
the work it has to perform. One end is se-
cured to the end of the lid 2, preferably by
driving the end of the wire into the lid, as
shown, and fastening by means of a staple 4.

The body of the wire stands at an acute angle

with the part secured to the lid and extends
alongside of the end 5 of the box and is pro-
vided with a-substantially right-angled bend
6 and a reverse acute-angled bend 7.

Projecting from the end of the box in po-

sition to be engaged by the bend 6 when the
lid is closed is a stud 8, another stud 9 being
S0 placed as to be endaved by thebend 7 When
the lid is open, as shown in Fig. 2. In each

(No model.)

case the stud is so placed that the wire B
bears against it with spring tension as the lid
approaches the position to which it is to be
secured by the respective stud. In other
words, when the 1id is closed the wire engages
the stud 8 with spring tension, whereas when
the lid is opened the wire is swung against
the stud 9 with a pressure increasing as the
lid opens, its resiliency at the proper point
throwing the bend 7 into engagement with
the stud the shoulder 10, formed by the bend
6, serving‘ as a stop to prevent closing of the
lid. When it is desired, however, to close
the lid, the tip of the wire is pressed laterally
to throw it out of engagement with the stud
9,when thespring “hing ge automantlcally closes
the lid, the bend 6 of the wire engaging the
stud 8 and locking the lid in closed position.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1." The combination with a hinged box-lid,
of a resilient arm rigidly fixed thereto and
depending adjacent. the end of the box, and
stops on opposite sides of the path of move-
ment of said arm adapted to be respectively
engaged by said arm to lock the lid in either
open or closed position.

2. The combination with a box and its
hingedlid, of a resilient arm rigidly connected
to one end of said lid and swinging adjacent
the end of the box, and a stop on each side of
the path of movement of said arm, with one
of which it"is brought into engagement when
the lid is opened and with the other when the
1id is elosed, so as to lock the lid in either po-
sition.

Signed at Jaffrey this 11th day of Decem-
ber, 1902.

- FRANK H. CHASE.

Witnesses:
D. C. WOODRUFF,
JOSEPH PARADISE.
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