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Lo all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, Epmoxp Prmenon
- Brauper, a subject of the King of Great

Britain, and resident of Montreal, Province

of Quebec, Canada, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Mop
Frames, and do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of same.

This invention relates to frames upon
which mop cloths, swabs or the like are
stretched in operative position, such frames
being adapted to fold up or collapse to
loosen the cloth preparatory to its being
wrung out or replaced by a new cloth.

The ultimate requirement in mop frames
is the achievement of a frame which while
capable of being readily made effectively
rigid in its extended position as to ade-
quately maintain and carry the cloth in its
operative distended condition can with fa-
cility be collapsed and folded to loosen the
cloth, and withal of such simple construc-
tion as to ensure economy in construction
and assembly.

This invention, therefore, has been con-
ceived with the object of providing a mop

- frame which my means of a novel assembly
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of simply formed members reduces the com-
ponent parts of the frame to a minimum
without prejudice to effective co-operation
in the securance of its stretching and col-
lapsing functions to the end that a frame
is produced which in its economy of mann-

5 facture, ease of assembly and operation re-

sults in an article of “greater utilitariap
value than heretofore produced.

The novel constructional features and ad-
vantages will be hereinafter more fully de-
seribed in the specification and particularly
pointed out in the appended claims.

For full comprehension, however, of my
invention reference should be had to the ac-
companying drawings forming a part of

5 this specification, in which the same refer-

ence numerals indicate the same parts and
wherein :

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the frame in ex-
tended position, with cloth attached, a por-
tion of the bridge member being broken
away to expose the interior, the collapsed
position of the frame being. indicated in
dotted lines; and

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the frame,
while approaching its locked extended posi-
tion.

As shown in the drawings the mop frame,
of general elongated form, consists of a pair
of oppositely disposed relatively movable
U-shaped frame pieces 2 with their inner
ends adjoining through the medium of a
bridge piece or mounting 3 which functions
to lock the frame pieces 2 together, the
bridge piece carrying a handle socket to be
hereinafter referred to and the mop cloth
4 being attached to the outer ends of the
frame piece 2, in a suitable manner.

The bridge piece comprises a flat plate like
top 3 with downturned side margins 3, the

inner adjoining ends of the frame pleces 2 7

being disposed between the side margin and
pivotally connected thereto, the pivotal con-
nections between the bridge piece and frame
pieces being effected in a loose manner pro-
ducing a sliding pivotal attachment where-
by the pivoted ends of the frame pieces can,
in a combined swinging and sliding move-
ment, move transversely with relation to the
bridge piece and slip into or out of notches
6 acting to retain the frame pieces 2 in ex-
tended position in substantial alignment
with the bridge piece.

Either of the frame pieces 2 op both, as
shown in dotted lines Fig. 1, when free of
the notches 6 are permitted to swing down
and fold so that their outer ends approach
each other thus loosening the cloth and per-
mitting the latter to be squeezed or wrung
out or the cloth replaced by a new one. - Wlen
adjusting the mop to operative position the
outer ends of the frame pieces 2 are spread
apart preferably by resting them upon some
convenient surface and exerting pressure
thereon through the medium of the handle,
thus stretching the cloth from the loose con.
dition shown in dotted lines F ig. 1, pro-
gressively through the partially spread
position illustrated in TFig. 2, to the
taut fully spread position shown in full
lines Fig. 1, the sliding pivotal cennection
provided for the inner ends of the frame
pieces enabling the latter to be moved into
the notches 6 where they ave retained in
their extended position against accidental
displacement.

The above novel combination of parts has
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been conceived with the idea of elimination
of superfluous parts and simplification of re-
maining parts promoting ease and econmy
of manufacture, assembly ard operation‘and

~ to that end the present preferred construc-

tion comprises a bridge piece stamped out
from a sihgle piece of mietal to present the

flat top 3 and sides 5, the latter presenting
lugs 7 at their ends, the upper edges of

which latter are spaced from the top 3 and
when turned inwardly -presént -lédges or
shoulders combining with the top 3 to form
inwardly - facing ‘notches constituting - the

notches 6 for ‘the: restraining - atcommods-

tion of the frame-pieces 2. The franie
pieces” 2+ are interchangeable - and- each
formied from-a sihgle length-of ‘nietal vire

for instance “bent -into U=formi with ‘the
closed: end -formed ~for - attachiient ‘to ‘the-

cloth; the-legs ‘of the frime piéce “being lo-

cated Detiveeh ‘the sides 5 'of the bridge piece*
and ‘terminating: i betit ‘ends 8 extending-
opposite - diréction: Jovsely
through holes-9 in the sides 5, these ends”

oiitwardly - in

with the holés 9-forming ‘the sliding- pivotal
connections ‘of the frame piecis and: ‘the bent
erids Betfig-burréd at 10 to ‘prevent them

beitig drawn inwardly through-the holes 9-

and 5o fréed from the bridge pisce. - The
bent ends'8 ave of gréater ‘extent than the

lugs 7 and ‘therefore ‘are longer thah the

depth of ‘the notchies '6 forméd by the Tugs
thus accommodatiiig - the -nécéssary ~inward

mnoveiient of the legs of the frame pieces to

take over the lugs 7'and eiiter the notclies 6.

The inherent resiliericy of ‘the ‘material “of -
which the framé pieces are formed -yield-:
ingly ‘resists compression ‘of legs ‘of “either

frame piece “inwardly towards each ‘other

“and thérefore ih moving said-friitie pieces

to their operative extendeéd ‘position, the ‘in-
ward ‘movement-of ‘such- frame pieces’ ‘over
the lugs 7 stores up -a ‘spring-impulse re-
«ulting in the frame ‘piéces ‘snapping ‘out-

wardly into the notches as sodn as‘they pass-

over the lugs‘and ensurés a sniig ‘association
of the *frame ‘pieces with the bridge piece.
To facilitate this action each lug 7 18

stamped in triangular form with 'an inclinéd

edge extenditig‘downivardly from the shoul-
der to the lower corner ‘of the side 5 to

form h cam-surface which,‘as shown ‘inthie

intermediate position illustrated ‘in Fig. 2,
is erigaged by the fraine pleces’ 2,-the- ex-

tending pressure causing the frafhie piecesto’

ride upwardly ‘afid inwardly to tlie notch
inito the position shown in Fig. 1 where the
bridging of the itiner ends of frameé-‘pieces

by the continuots bridge piece promotes

comprehénsive rigidity to the frame as a
whole. ‘ '

Tn ‘ordér ‘to ‘obtain ‘the maximum- spacing
in a straight line between the outer ends of
the frame pieces and ensure the most eflicient
stretching of the cloth in ‘a ‘flat ‘plane; ‘the
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bridge piece and frame pieces are asso-
ciated so that the maximum diametrical ex-
tent, with respect to their ‘pivotal connec-

‘ tions, is obtained for the'frame pieces.” In

the present instance this spread 1s obtained
by disposing the holes 9 and notches 6 out
of alighinent longitudinally of the bridge
piece, the holes being disposed at a lower
Jevel than the notches which latter are near
the top 3, thus when in locked extended po-
‘sition-the ‘ends of the frame pieces are at a
maximum spread aligned with the frame as
a whole and the cloth ‘cofisequenitly ‘spread
tatt ‘and flat beteath- the frame with the
sides s of the bridgeipicce thereover.

Tn- order to avold the exposure of an’

abradilig edge 'to thie' mop cloth; ‘the bottom

edge of -

each side ‘margin is flatténed in
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lateral extelision to-present a foot 11 having

a siisoth association with the cloth and

backing the cloth at the centre.

Thie haiidle 12 of ‘the ‘hop is preferably
attached théreto by spaced ears 18 struck up
from the top 8 of thie bridge piece and carry-
ing a ‘pivot pin-14 ‘therebetween to
pivoted the Handle socket, consistiiiy pref-
erably of a semi‘cylindrical portion 15 with
extensions 16 pivoted upén the pin 14, such

-porticn 15 with ‘a ‘semicylindrical portion 17

combining to form ‘a sécket embracing the

Jower end of the haiidle and fastened there-

to by ‘a sérew 18 passing throtigh ‘the sdcket
portions, fixed relation between the latter
beihig endiired by tenon and ‘recess contiec-
tion. 19 formed in'the adjoining edges of-thie
portions: .

From the above it will be seen ‘that the de-
scribiéd -frame consisting as it-does of three

partisonly, is'of an ultimte simplicity with--

“out ‘sicrifice "to the cloth ‘carrying; loosening
. NPT PEg WLAN S PRI oA N RO RAR
and “stietching furnctions; such - minimum:

parts, moveover, being of ‘such elementary
but utiiguely efficienit form as to lend ‘them-
selves to écongmical manufictire anid ‘assem-
bly, ‘especially in quantity ‘prodiiction and

therefore prodiice an ‘article 'of cotisiderably

gréater dtilitarian ‘valile than herétofore.
What I claim ig as Tollows:
1. Tn a mop frairie, a mounting plate hay-
ing-mhéins -for attaching ‘the ‘mop handle
thereto fanid side portiohs edch 'of which has

a Pair of holes between its ‘ends atid Tugs

formed at such ends, the higs being - ar-
ranged with relation to“the. Tite to form

notchies: a pair of mop holding wire frames”

of Uform “each having 'the ends of its-leg
portions betit ‘to take Tiito said holes and
sich leg portions adapted to be sprung over
the lugs into and out of said notches.

2. Tn a mop frame a mounting plate hav-
ing & top portion, side portions extending

dowhwardly and ‘éach havinga pair of holes

between its eiids, bevelled lugs formed ‘at the
eaidls of the'side portions aiid turned-inward-
ly to form, with the top portion, noiches at

“which is
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the ends of the plate, a pair of ears struck
up from the top of the plate; a handle socket
pivoted to said ears, and a pair of frame
pieces formed of resilient material bent into
5 U-form with the free ends of the leg por-
tions terminating in outwardly bent end
portions extending loosely through the holes

in the side portions of the mounting plate,
such leg portions being adapted to be sprung
into and out of said notches. 10

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification.

EDMOND PHILEMON BEAUDET.



