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The object of our invention is to provide
a simple, durable and inexpensive chair con-
structed principally of stock metal, and when
so constructed is capable of being easily and

5 quickly folded into compact form.

A further object is to provide a metal chair
having improved means for locking the chair

ither in its open or closed position.

Our invention consists in the construction,

10 arrangement and combination of the various
parts of the device, whereby the objects con-
templated are attained, as hereinafter more
fully set forth, pointed out in our claims, and
illustrated in the accompanying drawing, in

15 Which:

Figure 1 is a rear view of our improved
chair in a folded position.

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the same in
its operative position.

Figure 3 shows the chair in a partially
folded position.

Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken

on the line 4—4 of Figure 1.

" Figure 5 is a detail sectional view taken on

25 the line 5—5 of Figure 1.

Our improved chair comprises a front
frame member 10, a back frame member 11,
and a seat portion 12. The front frame

~member 10 is preferably formed of light
sy channel iron bent to form a frame of substan-
tially U-shape. The parallel members 13
are spaced apart to receive the seat member

12 between them. The lower ends of the

~ members 13 are secured in spaced relation by

35 means of a brace 14. The upper end of the
frame member 10 has a sheet metal back 15.

The back frame member 11 comprises two
upright leg portions 16 having their upper

~ends pivotally connected to the inner faces

;0 of the members 18 by pivots 17. The mem-
bers 16 are provided with braces 18 which
provide means for fixing the said members
16 in spaced relation. The frame member 11
thus formed is adapted to be folded within

46 the frame member 10.

20

~The seat 12 is also formed of ‘a U-shaped
channel 19 having its free ends connected by

a, cross brace 20. The ends of the brace 20
project laterally from-the edges of the frame

19 a slight distance. Said brace 20 is secured g
to the under edges of the member 19. = A seat
member 21 is secured to the frame 19. A
second brace bar 22 is also -secured to the
under edges of the members 19 and provided
with ‘upwardly: extending portions 23 piv-
otally connectéd to the members 18 by pivots
24. ~ :

Secured to each of the leg members 16 by
means of a pivot 25 is a link 26. The free
ends of the Iinks 26 are connected to the side
edges of the seat member 12 by means of
pivots 27, in the manner clearly illustrated
in Figure 2. o
" 'When the chair is in its open position, the
seat 12 is in a-substantially horizontal posi-
tion with the frame member 10 projecting
upwardly and rearwardly, and the frame
member 11 projecting upwardly and for-
wardly.  The seat 12 is supported in sub-
stantially horizontal position with the for-
ward end of the seat projecting forwardly
of the frame 10 in such manner that the
weight applied to the forwardly projecting
portion of the seat will cause the rear end of
the seat to have a tendency to move upwardly.
- The laterally projecting ends of the brace
20 engage the lower edge of the links 26 and
thus Timit the upward movement of the rear
end of the seat and the downward movement
of the forward end. When in this position, 80
the pivot member 27 is slightly above a line
projecting through the pivot members 24 and
25, so that the chair is locked in an open po-
sition - until the forward edge of the seat
member 12 has been elevated, which will
cause the back edge of the seat to be lowered
and the pivot member 27 Jowered, permitting
the frame 11 to be folded into the frame 10.
Figure 8 shows the chair in ‘a partially.
closed position. S
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The sum of the distance between the pivot.
members 17 and 24 and between the pivots
28 and 27 is slightly greater than the sum of
the distance between the pivot members 17
and 25 and the pivots 25 and 27, so that
when the frame members 10 and 11 are in
their closed positions, the said pivot mem-
bers will be placed under slight strain.

The parts are so arranged that the pivot
member 27 will pass a center line passing
through the pivots 24,25 and 17 in a manner
illustrated in Figure 4. This locks the parts
in a folded position, it being necessary to
place the pivot members under strain before
the unfolding operation takes. place.

By providing the brace members 20 and 14
with laterally projecting end portions, which
in turn are connected to the leg members 13
in the manner clearly illustrated, we have
provided means whereby the frame member
11 may be folded entirely within the frame
member 10 and the seat member 12 within
both of said frame members, and when thus
folded the entire thickness of the chair will
be equal to the width of the frame members

.10, which in actual practice is equal to about
.one inch.

Thus it will be seen that we have provided
a chair constructed principally of sheet met-
al, and which is adapted to be easily and

quickly adjusted to folded or unfolded po-

sitions, and when adjusted to either of said
positions, the chair will be automatically
locked against accidental folding or unfold-
ing, and at the same time sufficiently braced
to withstand comparatively rough usage.

We claim as our invention:

1. A chair comprising an upwardly and
rearwardly inclined frame member having a
back portion at its upper end, an upwardly
and forwardly inclined frame member hav-
ing its upper end pivoted to the first frame
member at a point below its back portion, a
horizontal seat, means pivotally connecting
points intermediate the-ends of the side edges
of said seat to'the first frame member, a link
pivoted to each side of said second frame
projecting forwardly adjacent to the side
edges of the rear end of said seat, means for
pivotally connecting the free end of said links
thereto, and laterally projecting lugs carried
by the rear end of the seat engaging the un-
der edges of said links for preventing up-
ward movement of the rear end of said seat.

2. A chair comprising an upwardly and
rearwardly inclined front member, formed
of a U-shaped bar, an upwardly and for-
wardly inclined frame member having its up-
per end pivoted to thé parallel side members
of the first frame at a point intermediate its
ends, a horizontal seat formed of a U-shaped
frame having a seat member enclosing said
frame, means pivotally connecting points
intermediate the ends of the side edges of
said seat to the first frame member, a link
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pivotally connected to each side of said sec-
ond frame projecting forwardly adjacent to
the side edges of the rear end of said seat,
means for pivotally connecting the free end
of said links thereto, and laterally projecting
lugs carried by the rear end of the seat en-
gaging the under edges of said links for pre-
venting upward movement of the rear end

of said seat.
ALBERT T. RONK.
ALVIN J. OVERHOLT.
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