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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, ALBERT K. FULLER, a
citizen of the United States,residing at Irving-
ton, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Parse or Bag Frames; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

The present invention has reference to im-
provements in metallic frames for pocket-
books, satchels, purses, and the like; and the
invention relates more especially to a novel
construction of locking or holding eatch con-
nected with the frame-sections thereof.

The main purpose of this invention is to
provide a pocket-book, purse, or other frame
and its lateh or catch which shall be neat in
appearance and shall be of a simple, strong,
and durable construction, with a view of fur-
nishing a bag or purse frame having a novel
construction of spring-actuated holding catch
or latech which can be easily manipulated and
is not liable to breakage or disarrangement
of its parts.

The inventioh therefore consists in the
novel contruction of bag or purse frame and
its holding-catch, as well as in the several
novel arrangements and combinations of the
parts thereof, all of which will be deseribed in
detail in the accompanying specification and
finally embodied in the clauses of the claim.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a front view of a purse or bag
frame and holding or locking catch embody-
ing the principles of thisinvention; and Fig.
2 is a vertical section of the same, taken on
line z in said Fig. 1. TFig. 3isa bottom view
of the bag or purse frame and its holding or
locking catch, the hinged or pivoted frame-
sections being represented in a partly-open
relation to each other. Tig. 4 is a bottom
view of a portion of an edge or bead strip to be
secured to one of the frame-sections and the

Serial No. 694,861, (No model.)

holding or locking cateh pivotally and opera-
tively connected therewith, and Fig. 5 is a
simildr view of the catch detached from the
said edge or bead strip. Fig. 6isan end view
of the catch illustrated in said Fig. 5. Fig.
7 shows perspective views of the several parts
of the holding or locking catch and a portion
of the said edge or bead strip; and Fig. 8 is
a cross-section, on an enlarged scale, taken
on line ¢ in Fig. 4 and looking in the direc-
tion of the arrow ¢’ in said figure.

Similar letters of reference areemployed
in all of the above-described views to indicate
corresponding parts.

Insaid drawings,c and o’ indicate the usual
pair of frame- secblons, which are pivotally

secured at their lower end portions «* by

means of suitable pins or rivets b, or they
may be pivotally connected with each other
inanyotherwell-known manner. Said frame-
sections ¢ and o' are respectively provided
with inwardly-extending sides «® and a?, as
will be noticed from Figs. 1, 2, and 3. One
of said frame-sections, as ¢, is provided in its
outer edge with suitable holes or perforations
a5, through which are passed certain holding
or clamping prongs or lugs ¢’ of an ornamen-
tal edge or bead strip ¢, said prongs or lugs
being adapted to be closed down upon the in-
ner surfaces of said frame-section a to se-
curely hold said edge or bead strip directly
over the joint formed by the two frame-sec-
tions ¢ and o' of the bagor purse frame when
closed. Said edge or bead strip ¢ has its
end portions bent down to conform to the
general outline of the frame-sections, and the
fxee ends ¢? thereof are pelfomted and are
secured in position by the pins or rivets b

_hereinabove mentioned and as clearly illus-

trated in Fig. 1. As illustrated more espe-
cially in Figs. 4 and 7, said edge or bead strip
¢ is formed with a pair of end portions ¢,

which are preferably Mi-shaped or bead-like:

in cross-section and extend from the opposite
ends of a flat or band-like part ¢* of the said
edge or bead strip, whereby a centrally-dis-
posed open space is formed in which I have
operatively arranged the holding or locking
cateh in the manner to be hereinafter de-
seribed more in detail. Thesaid flator band-
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like part ¢! of the edge or bead strip ¢ has a
pair of forwardly-extending lugs ¢°, each of
which is provided with a projection cf, ex-
tending ataright angle from the lug, or ap-
proximately so, said projections forming suit-
able stops, for the purposes hereinafter ex-
plained. Each bead-like portion ¢fis also
provided at the inner edge, near said flat or
band-like part ¢!, with a suitable ear or iug ¢’,
which lugs or ears ¢™ are bent inwardly to-
ward the said flat or bank-like part, and
thereby form suitable bearings or supports c8,
substantially as illustrated in Figs. 4 and 7,
for my novel construction of pivotally-ar-
ranged and spring-actuated holding or lock-
ing cateh in the said central open space above
mentioned. Saidcatchorholdingdeviee con-
sists, essentially, of an outer shell or plate d,
provided at the rear with a downwardly-ex-
tending shoulder ' and two or more clamp-
ing-lips d? on said shoulder and a pair of
cut-away parts %, as illustrated in said Fig.
7. The forward part of said shell or plate d
is formed with a downwardly and backwardly
bent part df, whichlatter part,with said elamp-
ing-lipsd? may be firmly foreced down upon a
sccond plate e to secure the same against the
underside of the plate or shelld. Said plate
e has a curved and longitudinally-arranged
part ¢'and a shoulder ¢? extending at a right
angle, or approximately so, therefrom and is
provided with a pair of cut-away parts €,
which correspond in position to the positions
of the cut-away parts d® in the shoulderd’ of
the shell or plate d. Thus it will be seen
from an inspection of the several figures of
the drawings that a longitudinal bearing is
provided at the back of the complete cateh for
a spring f. Said spring has a centrally-ar-
ranged U-shaped portion f', which rests upon
the flat surface of the shell or plate d and with-
in a chambered part e! in the plate e to pre-
vent the turning of the spring between said
plates d and e and to provide for a twist or
torsional action of the spring when the catch
is operated. Saidspring fhasits ends f?ex-
tending from the opposite edges of said plates,

and said ends of the spring are bent at right’

angles, as at f°, or approximately so. The
said locking or holding catch thus produced is
pivotally and operatively connected with the
said edge or bead strip ¢ by having the ends f?
of the spring f and said right-angled portions
/3, connected therewith, loosely and opera-
tively arranged in the bearings or supports ¢?
of the edge or bead strip hereinabove men-
tioned,with the parts f*of said spring pressing
tightly against the inner surfaces ¢® of the
bead-like portions ¢?, substantially as illus-
trated in Fig. 4. When the catch has in this
manner been arranged in position, the for-
wardly-extending lugs ¢® will have become
placed in the cut-away parts d° and ¢° of the
respective plates d and ¢, with the under sur-
face of the plate ¢ resting upon said lugs ¢®
and the back of the shoulder d' resting against

the inner surface of the flat or band-like part
¢* of the edge or bead strip ¢, as illustrated in
Figs. 8,4, 5,and 8. In thismannerthe mov-
able catch will be retained in proper locking
or holding position and its upper surface will
be in perfect alinement with the upper edges
of the edge or bead strip ¢, asshown in Fig. 1.

‘When the catch is raised, the inner por-
tions d? of the shoulder d' of the plate d will
be brought against the stops ¢ of the lugs ¢*
of the edge or bead strip ¢, which limits the
upward movement of said catch and distorts
the arrangement of the spring f sufficiently,
so that when the operator releases his or her
hand from the catch the spring f will again

cause the said cateh to return to its normal-

position, with the shoulder d' again pressing
against the inner surface of the flat or band-
like part ¢! of the edge or bead strip ¢.  The
holding or locking operation of the catch thus
operatively connected with the frame-section
a is caused by snapping or forcing the usual
form of projection d° over a similar projee-
tion «® upon the frame-section ¢’ in the well-
known manmner and as clearly indicated in
Figs. 1 and 8.

The many advantages of my novel form of
pocket-book or purse frame and catch are evi-
dentfrom the above deseription, the construe-
tion of the several parts being simple, cheap,
and neat, and a strong and durable frame is
the result. )

I am aware that changes may be made in
the several arrangements and combinations
of the various parts as well as in the details
of the construction thereof without depart-
ing from the scope of my present invention.
Hence I do not limit my invention to the ex-
act arrangements and combinations of the
parts as herein shown and desecribed, nor to
the exact details of the construction thereof.

IHaving thus described myinvention, what
I claim is—

1. Ina bagorpurse frame, the combination,
with a pair of frame-sections pivotally con-
nected at their free ends, of an edge or bead
strip connected with one of said frame-sec-
tions, said strip having bead-like portionsand
acentrally-arranged connecting flat or band-
like portion, bearings at the innerends of said
bead-like portions, and a spring-actuated
catch pivotally connected with said bearings
and in normal retaining contact with said
flat or band-like portion of the said edge or
bead strip, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

2. In a bagorpurse frame, the combination,
with a pair of frame-sections pivotally con-
nected at their free ends, of an edge or bead
strip connected with one of said frame-sec-
tions, said strip having bead-like portions and
a centrally-arranged connecting flat or band-
like portion, inwardly-bent earsor lugs at the
inner ends of said bead-like portions forming
bearings, and a spring-actuated catch pivot-
ally connected with said bearings and in nor-
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mal retaining contact with said flat or band-
like portion of said edge or bead strip, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.
3. In abagor purse frame, thecombination,
with a pair of frame-sections pivotally con-

nected at their free ends, of an edge or bead |

strip connected with one of said frame-sec-
tions, said strip having bead-like portionsand
a centrally-arranged connecting flat or band-
like portion, bearings at the inner ends of
said bead-like portions, a spring-actuated
cateh pivotally connected with said bearings,
and a downwardly-extending shoulder at the
back of said catch in normal retaining con-
tact with said flat or band-like portion of said
edge or bead strip, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

4. Inabag or purse frame, the combination,
with a pair of frame- sectlons pivotally con-

nected at their free ends, of an edge or bead

strip connected with one of said frame-sec-
tions, said strip having bead-like portionsand
a centrally-arranged connecting flat or band-
like portion, bearings at the inner ends of
said bead-like portions, a spring-actuated
catch pivotally connected with said bearings,
a downwardly-extending shoulderat the back
of said cateh in normal retaining contact with
said flat or band-like portion of said edge or
bead strip, and means on said edge or bead
strip adapted to be engaged by said cateh to
limit the upward movement thereof when

raised, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth.

5. In abagor purse flame the combination,
with a pair of frame- sectlons pivotally con-
nected at their free ends; of an edge or bead
strip connected with one of said frame-sec-
tions, said strip having bead-like portionsand
a centrally-arranged connecting flat or band-
like portion, bearings at the inner ends of
said bead-like portions, a spring-actuated
catch pivotally connected with said bearings,
a downwardly-extendingshoulder at the back
of said catchiin normal retainingcontact with
said flat or band-like portion of said edge or
bead strip, and means on said edge or bead
strip adapted to be engaged by sald catch to
limit the upward movement thereof when

raised, consisting, essentially, of lugs ¢® and
stops on said lugs, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

6. Inabagorpurseframe,thecombination,
with a pair of frame-sections pivotally con-
nected at their free ends, of an edge or bead
strip connected with one of said frame-sec-
tions, said strip having bead-like portions
and a centrally-arranged connecting flat or
band-like portion, inwardly-bent earsor lugs
at the inner ends of said bead-like portions
forming bearings, a spring-actuated catch
pivotally connected with said bearings, and
adownwardly-extending shoulderat the back

of said catch in normal holding contact with .
said flat or band-like portion of said edge or:

bead strip, substantially as a,nd for the | pm-
poses set forth.

(VL]

7. In a bag or purse frame,the combination,
with a pair of frame-sections pivotally con-
nected at their free ends, of an edge or bead
strip connected with one of said frame-sec-
tions, said strip having bead-like portions
and a centrally-arranged connecting flat or
band-like portion, inwardly-bent ears or lugs
at the inner ends of said bead-like portions
forming bearings, a spring-actuated catch
pivotally connected with said bearings, a
downwardly-extending shoulder at the back
of said catchinnormalretaining contact with
said flat or band-like portion of said edge or
bead strip, and means on said edge or bead
strip adapted to be engaged by said catch to

limit the upward movement thereof when

raised, substantially as and for the purposes
set forth.

8. In a bag or purse frame,the combination,
with a pair of frame-sections pivotally con-
nected at their free ends, of an edge or bead
strip connected with one of said frame-sec-
tions, said strip having bead-like -portions
and a cenfrally-arranged connecting flat or
band-like portion, inwardly-bent ears or lugs
at the inner ends of said bead-like portions
forming bearings, a spring-actuated catch
pivotally connected with said bearings, a
downwardly-extending shoulder at the back
of said catchinnormal retaining contact with
said flat or band-like portion of said edge or
bead strip, and means on said edge or bead
strip adapted to be engaged by said catch to
limit the upward movement thereof when
raised, consisting, éssentially, of lugs ¢ and
stops on said lugs, substantially-as and for
the purposes set forth.

9. In a bag or purse frame,the combination,
with a pair of hinged frame-sections; of a
holding or locking catech connected with one
of said frame-sectionsand to engage the other
frame -section, consisting, essentially, of a
plated having a holding portion d*, a shoulder
d' and clamping-lips d? a plate esecured be-
tween said portion d* and lips d? a bearing
portion ¢’ and shouldere?on said plate e,and
a spring between said plates, having project-
ing ends and portions /8 bent at right angles,
or approximately so, an edge or bead strip on
one of said frame-sections, said strip having
bead-like portions and a centrally-arranged
connecting flat or band-like portion, and bear-
ings at the inner ends of said bead-like por-
tlons in which the projecting ends of said
spring are arranged, substantially as and for
the purposes set f01th

10. In a bag or purse frame, the combina-
tion,with a pair of hinged frame sections, of a

i holdmO‘ or locking catch connected Wlth one

of S.‘:le frame- sectlon% and to engage the other
frame -section, consisting, essentmlly, of a
plate d having a holding portion d!, a shoul-
der ¢’ and clamping- hps d? aplate e secured

portion ¢ and shoulder e®on said plate e, and
a spring between said plates, having project-
ing ends and portions f? bent at right angles,
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or approximately so, an edge or bead strip on
one of said frame-sections, said strip having
bead-like portions and a centrally-arranged
connecting flat or band-like portion, and in-
wardly-bent lugs ¢™ at the inner ends of said
bead -like portions forming bearings ¢® in
which the projecting ends of said spring are
arranged, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

11. In a bag or purse frame, the combina-
tion, with a pair of hinged frame-sections,of a
locking or holding catch adapted to engage
one of said frame-sections, consisting, essen-
tially, of a plate d having a holding portion
d*, a shoulder d', clamping-lips d* on said
shoulder, and cut-away parts also in said
shoulder, a plate e secured between said por-
tion d* and lips d? a bearing portion ¢' and
shoulder ¢* on said plate e, cut-away parts ¢
in said shoulder e?, a spring between said
plates, having projecting ends and portions f3
bent at right angles, or approximately so, an
cdge or bead strip on one of said frame-sec-
tions, said strip having bead-like portions
and a centrally-arranged connecting flat or
band-like portion, bearings at the inner ends
of said bead-like portions in which the pro-
jecting ends of said spring are arranged, and
means on said edge or bead strip adapted to
be engaged by said catch to limit the upward
movement thereof when raised, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

12. In a bag or purse frame, the combina-

tion, with a pair of hinged frame-sections, of a
locking or holding catch adapted to engage
one of said frame-sections, consisting, essen-
tially, of a plate d having a holding portion
d*, a shoulder d', clamping-lips d* on said
shoulder, and cut-away portions also in said
shoulder, a plate e secured between said por-
tion d* and lips d% a bearing portion ¢' and
shoulder €? on said plate e, cut-away parts ¢
in said shoulder ¢* a spring between said
plates, having projecting ends and portions f*
bent at right angles, or approximately so, an
edge or bead strip on one of said frame-sec-
tions, said strip having bead-like portions
and a centrally-arranged connecting flat or
band-like portion, bearings at the inner ends
of said bead-like portions in which the pro-
jecting ends of said spring are arranged, and
means on said edge or bead strip adapted to
be engaged by said catch tolimit the upward
movement thereof when raised, consisting, of
lugs ¢® extending into said cut-away partsin
the shoulders of said plates d and e, and stops
¢® on said lugs c% substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the invention set
forth above I have hereuntoset my hand this
22d day of October, 1598.

ALBERT F. FULLER.

Witnesses:
J. E. MERGOTT,
FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL.
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