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(54) SMALL GAME CARRIER (57) ABSTRACT 
The Small game carrier includes an elongated tube having an 

(76) Inventor: Alford Lynn Dunson, Roxie, MS inner diameter at least the size of the head of small game to be 
(US) carried. An elongated slot, running parallel to the longitude of 

the tube, is formed through the wall of the tube. The width of 
the slot is wide enough to accommodate the neck of Small 

(21) Appl. No.: 12/941,828 game to be carried, but is too small for the head of the taken 
game to pass radially through the slot. The slot has a terminus 

(22) Filed: Nov. 8, 2010 near the end of the tube to stop Small game from sliding out 
the bottom of the Small game carrier and prevent spreading of 

O O the slot near the bottom of the tube. A reinforcing ring may be 
Publication Classification used near the top of the tube to reduce spreading of the slot 

(51) Int. Cl. near the top of the tube. Means, preferably in the form of a belt 
AOLM 3L/00 (2006.01) clip, is provided to removably attach the Small game carrier to 
A45F 5/00 (2006.01) the clothing of the user, thereby providing for hands free 

carriage of a number of Small animals with head disposed in 
the tube, neck disposed in slot and body disposed extending 

(52) U.S. Cl. ......................................... 224/251; 224/269 outside of tube and projecting away from wearer's body. 
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SMALL GAME CARRIER 

1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The invention herein set forth relates generally the 
field of hunting, more specifically the hunting of Small, 
necked animals ('game'). Such as Squirrels, Small birds and 
the like, which are killed for sport, food, fur or other purpose. 
More particularly the invention herein disclosed and claimed 
relates to an apparatus to facilitate hands-free carriage of a 
plurality of small animals which have been harvested, for 
sport, food, fur or other purpose, on the body of a hunter or 
other person. 

2. GENERAL BACKGROUND 

0002. Over the course of time various apparatus have been 
devised to facilitate “hands-free” carriage of a number of 
Small game animals harvested by a hunter, either on the body 
of the hunter or another person charged with the task of 
carrying the harvested game. Such devices take various 
forms. 
0003. One is the form of a vest, worn by the hunter, that has 
one or more pockets, usually located at the rear of the Vest, for 
carrying small game taken (killed) by the hunter. While this 
type of vest is comfortable to wear, often has pockets for 
carriage of other things, such as ammunition, there are certain 
disadvantages to carrying taken game in this type of Vest. 
Namely blood and other fluids leaking from shot, trapped or 
killed game tends to leak into the Vest, sometimes onto other 
clothing of the hunter, and if game the hunter thinks was 
killed, but was merely stunned, should revive, the game may 
bite the back of the hunter, or may bite the hand of the hunter 
or another person when he or she reaches in the vest to remove 
the taken game or to put other animal in the vest. 
0004 Various other types of small game carriers have been 
proposed to carry taken game external of the hunter's, or some 
other person's, clothing. Some of these other Small game 
carriers are seen in U.S. Pat. No. 2.320,067 to Caughren, U.S. 
Pat. No. 2,394,805 to Reishus, U.S. Pat. No. 2,458,675 to 
Boehm, U.S. Pat. No. 3,096,010 to Rasmussen and U.S. Pat. 
No. Des. 267,519 to Erickson. In general each of these 
designs has two common disadvantages. The first disadvan 
tage arises from the fact that the head of the harvested animals 
are not enclosed and are adjacent to the hunter's body during 
carriage, thereby presenting a risk that a hunter may be bitten 
by an animal that is merely wounded and/or stunned animal 
and revives during carriage. The second disadvantage relates 
to the fact that both the heads and bodies of the harvested 
animals are adjacent the hunter's body while being carried, 
increasing the prospect of and/or the amount blood and other 
fluids from the harvested animals leaking onto the hunter's 
clothing during carriage of the harvested animals. 
0005. The invention herein disclosed and claimed is 
directed to address to address some of the disadvantages of 
Small game carriers of earlier designs. 

3. OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

0006. The general object of the invention is to provide 
hunters with an improved apparatus/device for “hands-free” 
carriage of a plurality of Small animals ('game’) harvested 
(“killed') on the body of a hunter or other person. 
0007 An additional object of the invention is to provide a 
Small game carrier that is light, durable, easy to carry, simple 
to use, easy to clean and maintain. 
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0008 Another object of the invention herein disclosed and 
claimed is to provide a small game carrier in which the head 
of taken game is restrained in an enclosure during, thereby 
reduces the risk of a hunter being bitten by Small game that is 
only stunned and revives during carriage of Small game. 
0009. Yet another object of the invention herein disclosed 
and claimed is direct that part of the body of Small game 
which remains outside of the head-restraining enclosure 
away from the body of the hunter, so as to reduce the prospect 
of and/or amount of blood or other fluids, which may leak 
from the body of the Small game, getting onto the clothing or 
body of the hunter during carriage of Small game. 

4. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0010. The small game carrier disclosed and claimed 
herein is generally comprised of an elongated tube having an 
elongated slot, running parallel to the longitude of the elon 
gated tube, extending through the wall of the tube. The inner 
diameter of the tube is large enough to accommodate size of 
the head of the game to be taken when the neck of the game is 
disposed in the elongated slot extending through the wall of 
the tube. The width of the elongated slot is large wide enough 
to accommodate the neck of the animals to be taken, but too 
small for the head of the animals to pass radially through the 
slot. The length of the slot is long enough to accommodate a 
vertical stack of a desired number of animals therein but has 
a terminus at the bottom of the slot to prevent the necks of the 
harvest animals from sliding out of the bottom of the slot. 
Means is provided for the hunter to removably attach the 
elongated tube to an item of the hunter's clothing. One or 
more reinforcing rings may be provided to reduce tendency of 
the slot to open and prevent the tube from splitting. 

5. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0011 For a further understanding of the nature and objects 
of the present invention, reference should be made to the 
following detailed description taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings, in which, like parts are given like 
reference numerals, and wherein: 
0012 FIG. 1 is a isometric view of the invention from its 
frontal, slotted side; 
0013 FIG. 2 is partial cut-away (to better show belt clip of 
the invention) view from the side of the invention (rotated 
ninety degrees from FIG. 1); and, 
0014 FIG.3 is an elevation view of a back of the invention 
(rotated one-hundred and eighty degrees from FIG. 1). 

6. DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 

(0015 While the present invention will be described with 
reference to preferred embodiments, it will be understood by 
those who are skilled in the art that various changes may be 
made and equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof 
without departing from the scope of the invention. In addi 
tion, many modifications may be made to adapt a particular 
situation or material to the teachings of the invention without 
departing from the essential scope thereof. It is therefore 
intended that the present invention not be limited to the par 
ticular embodiments disclosed as the best mode contemplated 
for carrying out this invention, but that the invention will 
include all embodiments and legal equivalents thereof. 
(0016 Referring to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 the main body of the 
Small game carrier is an elongated tube, 1. Elongated tube, 1. 



US 2012/011 1907 A1 

will inherently have an upper end, a lower end, an inner 
diameter, an outer diameter and a wall thickness therebe 
tween. In preferred embodiment elongated tube, 1, will be of 
circular cross-section, as is shown in the figures, but the 
invention disclosed and claimed herein is expressly intended 
to embrace tubes of other cross-sectional shapes, including 
oval shaped tubes, tubes having one or more flattened sides or 
other polygonal shapes having one or more flat or curves 
Surfaces. 

0017. The material for elongated tube, 1, may be made of 
any number of materials which are light, strong, durable, 
resistant to splitting, resistant to corrosion or other adverse 
changes when exposed to water, blood and bodily fluids of 
animals, is easy to clean and, other than cleaning, requires 
little maintenance. Various thermoplastic polymers. Such as 
polyvinyl chloride (“PVC), of a grade commonly used for 
water piping, has been found to work well for elongated tube, 
1, of the invention. In preference PVC tubing having a wall 
thickness from about one-eighth of an inch to three-eights of 
an inch have been found sufficient to produce a tube which 
has sufficient rigidity but is not uncomfortably heavy to carry 
when attached to the belt or pants of a hunter or other person 
to carry Small game which have been harvested. 
0018 Referring principally to FIG. 1, it is next seen that 
elongated tube, 1, will in the invention herein disclosed and 
claimed, have an elongated slot, 2, extending through wall of 
elongated tube, 1. Elongated slot, 2, will have a length run 
ning parallel to the longitude of elongated tube, 1, and a width 
running transverse to the length of said slot. The width of 
elongated slot, 2, will be determined by the size of the head 
and the size of neck of small game to be carried by the small 
game carrier of the invention herein disclosed and claimed. 
Namely the width of elongated slot, 2, should be of a dimen 
sion which is large enough to easily (without undue tightness) 
accommodate the neck of Small game to be carried by the 
invention but is too small for the head (namely the skull and 
jaws) of the Small game to be able to pass radially through 
elongated slot, 2. 
0019. The length of elongated slot, 2, is determined by the 
type and number of Small game to be carried by the Small 
game carrier. The Small game carrier is designed to be used by 
placing the head of Small game harvested into the top of the 
inner diameter of elongated tube, 1, sliding the neck of Small 
game through the upper end of elongated slot, 2, letting the 
body of the Small game hang externally from elongated tube, 
1. Depending on the size of the head and the neck of small 
game harvested and the length of elongated slot, 2, a desired 
number Small animals harvested can be carried, heads stacked 
one on top of another in elongated tube, 1, with necks stacked 
one on top of another in elongated slot, 2, by the Small game 
carrier of the invention herein disclosed and claimed. 

0020. It should be noted that the bottom of elongated slot, 
2, is provided with a terminus, 3, as shown in FIG. 1. The 
purpose of terminus, 3, is two-fold. First elongated slot, 2, is 
provided with terminus, 3, in order to prevent the necks of 
Small game disposed in elongated slot, 2, from sliding longi 
tudinally out the bottom of elongated slot, 2. Second elon 
gated slot, 2, is provided with terminus, 3, in order to provide 
for structural integrity of elongated tube, 1, near the bottom of 
elongated tube, 1, thereby providing resistance to elongated 
slot, 2, spreading open, perhaps allowing the head of animals 
to pass radially through elongated slot, 2, perhaps inducing 
splitting of elongated tube, 1, elsewhere. In FIG. 1 terminus, 
3, is shown as a straight edge running transverse to the lon 
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gitude of elongated slot, 2. However, terminus, 3, need not 
necessarily be a straight edge running transverse to longitude 
of elongated slot, 2, and forming an angular corner with the 
sides of elongated slot, 2, but may form a rounded corners 
with the sides of elongated slot, 2, so as to avoid creating a 
stress line which may induce splitting of the wallofelongated 
tube, 1, along said stress line. 
0021. Those skilled in the art will recognize that terminus, 
3, may be created in a variety of ways. One may start with a 
tube which is uncut and cut elongated slot, 2, only a desired 
length, creating terminus, 3, by simply leaving a portion of 
elongated tube, 1, uncut. Or, one might start with a tube, cut 
a slot the entire length of the tube, and use a collar or other 
ring shape device, disposed internally or externally of elon 
gated tube, 1, to create terminus, 3. Those skilled in the art 
will also recognize that elongated tube, 1, elongated slot, 2. 
and terminus, 3, may be created by injection molding or other 
type of casting, forming techniques. The invention herein 
disclosed and claims is intended to embrace all Such tech 
niques as are known to those skilled in the art for forming a 
generally tubular structure having a longitudinally dispose 
slot which said slot has a terminus before the end of the 
tubular structure. 

0022. In as much as undue spreading of elongated slot, 2. 
to the extent that spreading may allow the head of animals 
disposed in inner diameter of elongated tube, 1, to pass radi 
ally through elongated slot, 2, in addition to preventing 
spreading of elongated slot, 2, near the bottom of elongated 
tube, 1, which Is accomplished either by leaving bottom end 
of elongated tube, 1, intact or by providing a ring to form 
terminus, 3, near the bottom of elongated tube, 1, it may also 
be desirable to reinforce the top of elongated tube, 1, against 
undue spreading of elongated slot, 2. The preferred means to 
reinforce the top of elongated tube, 1, from undue spreading 
of elongated slot, 2, near the top of elongated tube, 1, is by 
means of increasing the thickness of the wall of elongated 
tube, 1, at or near the top of said tube. This may be accom 
plished by reinforcing ring, 4, at or near the top of elongated 
tube, 1, as is shown in FIG. 1. Use of reinforcing ring, 4. 
which may be formed integrally with elongated tube, 1, or 
constitute a separate piece which is added to the top of elon 
gated tube, 1, may be considered to constitute a technique 
reducing amount of thus weight and strength of materials 
utilized to make the invention. It will be understood that same 
resistance to spreading of elongated slot, 2, might be accom 
plished by thickening the wall of the entire length of elon 
gated tube, 1, or by using materials more resistant to spread 
ing. Thickening the wall of the entire length of tubing is 
undesirable in that it would require use of more material to 
make the Small game carrier of the invention and make the 
invention more heavy than it need be. Using materials more 
resistant to spreading is undesirable in that Such materials 
tend to be more expensive, and even if materials more resis 
tant to spreading the amount of Such materials used to make 
the invention, thus the weight of the invention further 
reduced, by using a tube that is thinner and using a reinforcing 
ring, Such as illustrated by numeral 4, to reinforce the top of 
elongated slot, 2, against undue spreading near the top 
thereof. 

0023. Means is also provided to facilitate removable 
attachment of the Small game carrier of the invention to an 
item of clothing of the user, thereby allowing the user of the 
invention to use his or her hands for purposes other than 
carrying the Small game carrier of the invention, including but 
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not limited to, loading and shooting of a bows, guns or other 
weapons, removing game from traps and the like. In preferred 
embodiment of the invention, such means is provided by belt 
clip, 5 (partially show in each of FIGS. 1, 2 and 3). In pre 
ferred embodiment belt clip, 5, is formed of a wire made of 
spring steel. Those skilled in the art will know that a belt clip 
could be formed of many other materials, take many other 
forms, all of which are intended to be embraced by the scope 
of the invention herein disclosed and claimed. Those skilled 
in the art will also recognize that many other means may be 
used to removable attacha relatively small tubular structure to 
an item of clothing worn by a user of the invention. The 
invention may be carried by straps, cords or ropes passing 
through holes or slot shaped opening in elongated tube, 1. 
passing through loops or eyes attached to elongated tube, 1. 
by Snaps, buttons and other fastening means designed to 
removably mate with some other form of fastenerattached to 
or forming part of elongated tube, 1. All Such means are 
intended to be embraced by the invention herein disclosed 
and claimed. 

0024. The invention may be used with either caps, plugs, 
lid or similar closure, not shown, disposed at either end of 
elongated tube, 1. Such type of closure may be used at the 
lower end of elongated tube, 1, in order to help prevent blood 
or other fluids which may leak from the heads of game dis 
posed inside of elongated tube, 1, from draining onto the 
clothing or body of a person using the invention. If Such 
closure is used at the bottom of elongated tube, 1, in preferred 
embodiment of the invention it will be removably attached, so 
as to facilitate cleaning of the Small game carrier, but perma 
nent attachment is also intended to be comprehended within 
the scope of the invention herein disclosed and claimed. If 
such a closure is used at top of tube it should also be remov 
ably disposed, so that head of Small game can be inserted into 
the inner diameter of elongated tube, 1. However those skilled 
in the art will recognize that the upper end of elongated tube, 
1, could be permanently sealed and an opening or window 
large enough to insert the head of Small game into the inside 
of elongated tube, 1, created adjacent to elongated slot, 2. 
Such permutation is also intended to be encompassed within 
the scope of the invention herein disclosed and claimed. 
0025. The invention is simple and easy to use. Elongated 
tube, 1, is removably attached to an item of clothing worn by 
the user of the invention. As Small game animals are har 
vested, their necks a slid into the top of elongated slot, 2, with 
the heads of the Small game being disposed inside of elon 
gated tube, 1, the bodies of the Small game disposed external 
of elongated tube, 1. If additional Small game is taken their 
necks are simply slid down elongated slot, 2, onto the top of 
necks of Small game already disposed in elongated slot, 2. 
until elongated slot, 2, is filled or no further game may be 
taken. It should be noted that during carriage of Small game 
taken the head of the animals taken is restrained inside of 
elongated tube, 1, therefore if an animal has been merely 
stunned and revives, it cannot bite the persons utilizing the 
invention. It should also be noted that during carriage the 
bodies of the animals are directed away from the body of the 
wearer, advantageously reducing the possibility and/or 
amount of blood and/or other fluids which may leak from the 
bodies of the taken game from draining onto the clothing of 
the person wearing the invention and reducing the possibility 
that a revived animal my claw or scratcher the person wearing 
the invention. 
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0026 Removing small game from the invention is simple 
and easy. The necks of the animals are slid out of the top of 
elongated slot, 2. In preference the animals will be grasped 
right behind the necks to remove them to reduce the possibil 
ity of being bitten by an animal still alive. The invention is 
simple and easy to clean by spraying with water, with the aid 
of detergent, Soap or similar solvent, brushing or scrubbing as 
may be necessary. Provided suitable as suitable material is 
used, the Small game carrier can be soaked in water or other 
solvents to loosen blood or other fluids which may have dried 
on the Small game carrier disclosed and claimed herein. 
0027. Because many varying and different embodiments 
may be made within the scope of the inventive concept herein 
taught, and because many modifications may be made in the 
embodiments herein detailed in accordance with the descrip 
tive requirement of the law, it is to be understood that the 
details disclosed herein are to be understood as illustrative 
and not in any limiting sense. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A small game carrier comprised of: 
an elongated tube having a top end, a bottom end, a longi 

tude therebetween, an inner diameter, an outer diameter 
and a wall therebetween, wherein the inner diameter of 
said elongated tube is of Sufficient size to accommodate 
the head of small game to be carried and the length of 
tube is sufficient to dispose a desired number of small 
game to be carried in Vertically stacked array; 

an elongated slot extending through the wall of said elon 
gated tube, wherein said elongated slot has a width and 
a length, wherein the width of said slot is disposed 
transverse to the longitude of said elongated tube and 
sized so as to be large enough to accommodate the neck 
of small game to be carried but is too small for the head 
of Small game being carried to pass radially through the 
width of said slot, and, wherein the length of said slot 
extends from an opening which is large enough for the 
head of the Small game being carried to pass through 
which is disposed near the top of said elongated tube and 
extends downward therefrom a sufficient length to 
accommodate a desired number of Small game to be 
carried in Small game carrier with the necks of said Small 
game disposed in a vertical array within said elongated 
slot; and, 

a terminus disposed at the bottom of said elongated slot. 
2. The Small game carrier of claim 1 further comprising 

reinforcing ring disposed near the top of said elongated tube. 
3. The Small game carrier of claim 1 further comprising 

means to removably attach the elongated tube to an item of 
clothing worn by the user of the Small game carrier. 

4. The Small game carrier of claim 2 further comprising 
means to removably attach the elongated tube to an item of 
clothing worn by the user of the Small game carrier. 

5. The small game carrier of claim 1 wherein said terminus 
is an integral part of the wall of said elongated tube. 

6. The Small game carrier of claim 2 wherein said terminus 
is an integral part of the wall of said elongated tube. 

7. The small game carrier of claim3 wherein said terminus 
is an integral part of the wall of said elongated tube. 

8. The small game carrier of claim 4 wherein said terminus 
is an integral part of the wall of said elongated tube. 

9. The small game carrier of claim 2 wherein said reinforc 
ing ring is integrally formed with said elongated tube. 
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10. The small game carrier of claim 4 wherein said rein- 14. The small game carrier of claim 7 wherein said means 
forcing ring is integrally formed with said elongated tube. to removably attached the elongated tube to an item of cloth 

11. The small game carrier of claim 6 wherein said rein- ing worn by the user of the Small game carrier is comprised of 
forcing ring is integrally formed with said elongated tube. a belt clip. 

12. The small game carrier of claim 8 wherein said rein- 15. The small game carrier of claim 13 wherein said belt 
forcing ring is integrally formed with said elongated tube. clip is comprised of spring steel wire. 

13. The small game carrier of claim 3 wherein said means 16. The small game carrier of claim 14 wherein said belt 
to removably attached the elongated tube to an item of cloth- clip is comprised of spring steel wire. 
ing worn by the user of the Small game carrier is comprised of 
a belt clip. ck 


