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1 Claim.
1
This invention relates to a novel holder of ex-
tremely simple construction for holding g.arment
shoulder straps properly positioned relatively to

one another and so that the shoulder straps en- .

gaging each shoulder will be disposed one be-
neath the other.

More specifically, it is an aim of the present
invention to provide a shoulder strap holder of
extremely simple construction which is primarily
adapted for use in holding the shoulder straps
of a brassiére properly positioned beneath the
shoulder straps of a slip to prevent the shoulder
straps engaging each shoulder from becoming
separated and also to prevent the shoulder straps
engaging the two shoulders from sliding off of
the shoulders and down the arms.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a shoulder strap holder which will be orna-
mental in appearance and which is extremely
simple in construction involving no complicated
catches which are difficult to engage and dis-
engage and which may be quickly and easily
applied and removed.

Various other objects and advantages of the
invention will hereinafter become more fully
apparent from the following description of the
drawing, illustrating a presently preferred em-
bodiment thereof, and wherein:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view showing the
shoulder strap holder in an applied position;

Pigure 2 is an enlarged front elevational or plan
view of one end of the holder;

Figure 3 is a plan view of one of the shoulder
strap engaging members shown in an extended
position;

Figure 4 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional
view taken substantially along a plane as indi-
cated by the line 4—4 of Figure 2, and

Figure 5 is an enlarged perspective view of
one of the shoulder strap engaging members.

Referring more specifically to the drawing, the
garment shoulder strap holder in its entirety is
designated generally 6 and includes a pair of
shoulder strap engaging units 7 and a connecting
member, designated generally 8.

Each shoulder strap engaging unit 7 includes
an elongated rectangular frame 9 formed of wire
or other stock which is preferably of circular

cross section. The frame 9 is provided with an

integral elongated loop or eye (0 at one end
thereof and which is disposed externally of the
frame 9, as best illustrated in Figures 3 and 5.
The shoulder strap engaging member 7 also in-

" cludes an elongated plate {1 one end of which °
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2

is rolled to provide a transversely extending bar-
rel 12 which rotatably engages the end of the
frame 9 disposed remote to the eye 8. As best
illustrated in Figure 4, the barrel (2 is offset with
respect to the plane of the plate I by an ex-
tension (3 of said barrel 12 which is preferably
disposed at substantially a right angle to the
plane of the plate {i. The plate |1 is provided
at its opposite end with an integral elongated
loop or eye 14 which is likewise offset from the
plane of the plate i{, in the same direction as
the barrel (2, by an integral restricted shank
18. As seen in Figure 3, the loop 14 is disposed
transversely of the plate {1 and the loop 10 is
likewise disposed transversely of the frame 8. As
seen in Figure 4, the loop 14 is disposed in a plane
substantially parallel to the plane of the plate
f1. Only one of the strap holding units T has
been :described but it will be understood that
the other strap holding unit 7 corresponds in every
detail therewith. The plate Il of a length and
width less than the length and width, respec-
tively of the frame 9 so that the plate may be
swung from its position of Figure 5 in a clockwise
direction through the frame 9 and will be sup-
ported therebeneath by the barrel portion 12
engaging one end of the frame 9 and by the
loop 14 engaging the opposite end of said frame
9, as seen in Figure 4.

The connecting member 8 includes an elongated
flexible member 16 which preferably constitutes
a relatively fine chain. A hook {7 is connected
to each end of the flexible member 16 or to each
end chain link and the two hooks {7 constitute
a part of the connecting member 8. As best seen
in Figure 4, the hooks §7 are relatively long
and flat and the turned back free ends or bill por-
tions thereof, designated 18, extend back a sub-
stantial distance from the bend of each hook.

From the foregoing it will be readily apparent
that the two shoulder strap engaging units T
may be readily disengaged from the hooks {7,
after which the frame 9 of one unit 7 is posi-
tioned beneath the undergarment shoulder straps
i3 engaging one shoulder of the user and with
the loop 10 extending toward the shoulder straps
19 of the other shoulder. The unit 7 is in an
open position, as illustrated in Figures 3 and 5
when the frame 9 is thus positioned beneath the
shoulder straps (9 after which the plate 1 is
swung over the shoulder straps and through the
frame 9 so that the shoulder straps 19 will be
gripped between the sides of the frame 9 and
the side edges of the plate {1, as illustrated in
Figures 2 and 4. With the parts thus disposed,
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the loop 14 will be disposed substantially within
the loop 19, as illustrated in Figure 4. The
other shoulder strap engaging member 1 is then
engaged with the shoulder straps 18 which engage
over the other shoulder of the wearer and is
similarly positioned so that the loops 16 and 14
of the two shoulder strap engaging members 1
will extend toward one another. One hook 17
is then engaged downwardly through the loops
or eyes 18 and {08 of one member ¥ and the other
hook {7 is similarly engaged through the eyes
i8 and 19 of the other member T so that the
connecting member 8 will not only prevent the
shoulder straps {9 of the two shoulders. from
sliding outwardly and away from one anocther

and off of the shoulders but the hooks. thereof :

will also retain the shoulder strap engaging mem-
bers 7 in their closed positions, as illustrated in
Figures 1, 2 and 4 to retain the shoulder straps
clamped therein so that the shoulder straps of
each. shoulder will be disposed one beneath the
other and so that the connecting rmembers 7
may not slide relatively to the shoulder straps 9.

The -garmen’ shoulder strap holder may be
worn bereath a dress so that it will be invisible
or may be worn se that the flexible member or
chain 1% will be visible and said chain as well as
the other parts may be formed of any precious
metal such as gold or silver, of a gold or silver
plated metal or of any other suitable material.

Various modifications and changes are contem-
plated and may obviously be resorted to, without
departing from the spirit or scope of the inven-
tion as hereinafter defined by the appended claim.

I claim as my invention:

In a garment shoulder strap holder, a shoul-
der strap engaging member comprising pivotally
connected sections adapied ito clamp therein a
plurality of shoulder straps engagzing one shoul-
der of the user, and a connecting member hav-
ing means at one end thereof detachably en-
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gaging free ends of the shoulder strap engaging
sections for holding said shoulder strap engag-
ing member in a closed position and in gripping
engagement with the shoulder straps, said shoul-
der strap engaging member comprising an elon-
gated rectangular frame having an externally
disposed loop at one end thereof and a plate
having a barrel portion disposed transversely of
one of its ends and turnably engaging the other
end of the frame, said plate having g locp at its
opposite end, the plate portion dispesed between
the barrel portion and said plate loop being
Ssmaller than the frame to fit therein when the
plate.loop is disposed adjacently the loop of the
frame, and said means of the connecting member

- "comprising g hook detachably engaging said loops
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to retain the plate in a closed position in the
frame, said barrel portion and plate loop each
being oflset relatively to the plane of said plate
portion and in the same direction whereby said
plate portion may pass completely through the
iframe as the loop thereof is moved to a position
adjacent the frame loop.

ETTA MAUDE CARLIN.
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