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My invention relates to means for mount-
ing lighting fixtures and more particularly
to a separable two piece unit adapted to con-
nect a lighting fixture to a permanent sup-
port within an electrical outlet such for in-
stance as the ceiling outlet box for ceiling fix-
tures.

The principal purpose of this invention is
to provide a device of this character of sim-

10 ple construction that may be readily attached
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to the support in the electrical outlet and
which will occupy a minimum of space be-
tween the ceiling and fixtures.

Tt is also a purpose of this invention to pro-
vide a separable unit of this character where-
in one portion of the unit may be fixed to the
support in the outlet and the other portion
of the unit assembled with the fixtures, and
the two thereafter securely fastened together
without the use of extra parts such as bolts
or screws and the like.

Another purpose of this invention is to
provide a two piece unit of this character
which can be readily assembled after the wir-
ing is completed without having to twist the
fixture around and run the risk of marring
either the fixture or wall upon which it is
secured. This unit is also exceptionally use-
ful in the process of wiring or hanging the
fixtures since it forms a convenient means
for temporarily supporting the fixtures while
the wiring connections are being made after
which the two elements of the unit may be
locked together by a simple turning opera-
tion, and will thereafter be held against sepa-
ration by the weight of the fixture or its
downward pull.

T will describe one form which the inven-
tion may take by reference to the accom-
panying drawings wherein:

Fig. 1 is a sectional view of a fixture
mounted in position upon a ceiling by means
of my mounting unit;

Fig. 2is an end view of one of the elements

5 of the unit;

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the other
clement of the unit; and

Fig. 4is a view similar to Fig. 3 of a modi-
fied form.

Referring now in detail to the drawings,

I show at 5 a ceiling having therein the
usual outlet box 6 into which a conduit 7
extends and is secured by means of the collar
8. A fixture 9 is adapted to be supported
from this outlet box 6 and the projection 7 is
the usual place for connecting the support-
ing means for such fixtures. The element
connecting the projection 7 with the fixture
itself is commonly termed in the trade a
hickey, and in the present device this con-
nection is made by a two piece unit consist-
ing of the member 10 having an aperture at
11 therein fitting over the end 7 and firmly
secured thereto by means of the nut 12. The
member 10 has a depending extension 13
which, as shown clearly in Fig. 2, has a slot
or aperture 14 therein that is formed by the
intersection of two rectangular slots 15 and

16 extending at a slight angle to each other.

the slot 15 being the longer of the two.

The other half of the unit consists of the
member 17 shown in perspective in Fig. 3
having an up-turned extension 18 which has
a lateral projection 19 provided with ears
20 and 21 at the free end thereof. This pro-
jection 19 is, between the ears 20 and 21 and
its base, of substantially the same width as
the length of the slot 16 so as to fit snugly
therein. Ears 20 and 21 form an end portion
on the projection 19 which is considerably
wider than the length of the slot 16 and in
fact is made substantially the same width as
the length of the slot 15. Opposite this up-
ward extension 18, the member 17 is pro-

vided with a shelf 22, the purpose of which

will be described more fully hereinafter.

The two members 10 and 17 are made of
sufficiently strong metal to withstand the
weight of the fixtures without bending or
distortion and may readily be assembled in
the following manner:

“Member 10 is first mounted in the position
as shown in Fig. 1 and the member 17, after
having the fixture 9 fastened thereto in some
suitable manner to hold it up close enough
for making wiring connections, is turned at
a slight angle to the horizontal so as to align
the projection 19 with the slot 15, and then is
moved to bring the extensions 13 and 18 flat
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against each other with the projection 19
extending through the slot 15.
To then securely lock the device against

“removal by any ordinary shock or accident,

it is only necessary to give the member 17 a
slight turn about a horizontal axis so as to
alion it with the member 10 and cause the
member 19 to fit into the slot 16, and this is
the final resting position of the connector or
hickey. Pl‘O]ectlons 20 and 21, of course,
bear against the outside of the extension 13
and prevent withdrawal ot the projection 19
from its slot. The overlapping extensions
18 and 18 give added rigidity to the structure
at this point; and, since the weight of the
fixture 1s a direct downward pull, the ten-
dency of this weight is to maintain the mem-
ber 17 vertically aligned with the member
10 and to hold the projection 19 interlocked
with the slot 16.

'The member 17, as shown, is adapted to
have mounted upon the shelf 22 a switch
indieated generally by the numeral 23, and
also has in the central base portion thereot a
connecting element 24 adapted to have a
serew-threaded fixture support 25 screwed
thereinto. This fixture support has at its
lower end the usual securing nut 26 which,
when tightened up, serves to force the fix-
ture up in position against the ceiling. The
member 25 is also usually made hollow so
that the u\mtch controlling cord or chain

27 may plo]eﬂt downwardly therethrough.
Tig. 4 shows a slightly modified form of
member 17, in which the extension 227 is pro-

vided W1th an upturned portion 28 apertured
at 29 to receive a switch having a projecting
mounting stem, which may be passed through
aperture 29 and secured thereto with a nut
or other securing means.

The elements designated by the numerals
23 to 27, however, are merely utilized in this
instanece as ilustrations of how a fixture may
be mounted upon the lower member 17 of the
mounting unit, as it is obvious that various
other means of securing the fixture to the
member 17 may be employed without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention.

It is thought that the above description
will make the construction and use of this
device clear to those skilled in the art and
the advantages thereof readily apparent.

Having thus desctibed my invention, what
I ¢laim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters P‘xtent is:

1. A device for supporting lighting fix-
tures comprising a member ¢ daDted for con-
nection to a wiring outlet, a member having
means for supporting a lighting fixture and
means on said members detachably connect-
ing them together, said connecting means
comprising a compound slot in one of said
members made up of a pair of intersecting
vectangular slots of different lengths and a
projecting portion on the other member hav-
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ing an end portion of a width exceeding the
length of the shorter slot and less than the
len«rth of the longer slot, and an intermediate
portlon of a width to fit in the shorter slot.
2. A device for supporting lighting fix-
tures and the like comprising a member hav-
ing means whereby it may be comnected to
a wiring outlet, said member having a flat
portion p10]ect1n<r downwardly from said
outlet and at one side thereof, a member
having means for supporting a lighting fix-
ture, said last named member lnvmrr an up-
wardly extending flat portion OVOlldpplIl(’
said first named nortlon, and means for in-
terlocking said members comprising a lock-
ing slot in one of said portions, and a pro-
jection on the other insertible endiwise
through said slot when said portions are
placed against each other in one position and
having means locking said portions together
upoen o slight an(rular movement of one of
said j,ortxons relative to the other.
In witness whereof, I hereunto subscribe
my name this 28th d‘IY of February, A. D.

1929.
RUDOLF POPY.
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