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This invention relates generally to coin control mecha-
nism and more particularly to improvements in wall box
structures for selectively controlling operation of re-
motely located phonographs, or the like.

A principal object of the invention is to facilitate
authorized removal and replacement of a cover portion
of such a wall box or casing to provide ready access to
its interior for coin collection, changing of record identi-
fication tabs, or other services, while positively prevent-
ing unauthorized access to, or tampering with, the in-
terior of the box or the mechanisms therein contained.

Ansther important object is to facilitate removal of a
standard mechanism for detecting spurious coins or “slug
rejector” from such a wall box for cleaning or other
servicing, and to prevent replacement of the removed
cover portion, after return of the slug rejector, unless the
latter is properly positioned in the box.

Such objects are attained in the illustrated embodiment
of the invention by making the wall box in two separable
parts comprising a backing member adapted to be se-
cured to a wall, or other supporting structure, and a
cover portion or front member having interengageable
locking portions at their lower edges to prevent. down-
ward or forward movement of the cover relative to the
backing member, and other interengagable locking por-
tions adjacent the top to prevent upward or forward
movement of the cover relative to the backing member,
including a key-operable lock carried by the cover, to-
gether with a slug rejector support forming a part of
the backing member and a member carried by 'the cover
for engaging the slug rejector to prevent attachment of
the cover on the backing member unless the slug rejector
is properly positioned in its support.

Numerous other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent as it is better understood from the
following description, which, when taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, discloses a preferred
embodiment thereof.

In the drawings,
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Figure 1 is a front elevation of a wall box embodying

the features of the instant invention, with parts broken
away to show some of the structural details;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation, as seen from the left side of
Fig. 1, with the upper portion of the box in vertical sec-
tion to show the lock and the slug rejecter engaging
member carried by the cover portion;

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the box -of Fig, 1, with
parts thereof in horizontal section to show ‘the interen-
gageable locking portions of the cover and backing mem-
bers; and

Fig. 4 is a rear elevational view of the cover member
removed -from the backing member.

Referring more particularly to the drawings, reference
numeral 11 indicates in general a-wall box structure em-
Dodymg the features of the instant-invention which com-
prises a backing member 12 and a cover member 13
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attachable thereto, a rear view of the latter separated
from the backing member being shown in Fig. 4. The
backing member 12 generally is in the form of a flat
plate having marginal flanges 14 formed integrally there-
with and extending forwardly from the top and side edges
thereof (Figs. 1, 2 and 3). The upper one of these
rnarginal flanges 14 is shaped to provide a pair of laterally
opposed undercut portions 15 (Fig. 1), and the backing
member 12 has a bottom plate 16 (Fig. 3) extending
forwardly therefrom. At each of its lower corners, the
backing member 12 also is provided with a laterally offset
and forwardly extending lug 17. As best seen in Figs.
2 and 3, the central portion of each of these lugs 17 is
reduced in cross section outwardly of the associated side
flange 14 to provide a horizontally disposed slot ter-
minating at its, rear end in a downwardly extending: re-
cess 18. The bottom plate 16 is provided along each
of its lateral edges with an upstanding marginal flange
i9.

As shown in Figs 2 and 3, the backing member 12 is
provu.ed with a slug reJector supporting structure com-
prising a pair of laterally spaced hangers or forwardly
extending flanges 21 formed integrally therewith and a
iransverse plate 22 secured in any suitable manner to
the forward ends cf these flanges. The upper surface of
each of these forwardly extending flanges 21 is provided
with a transverse slot 23 adapted to receive a pin 24 ex-
tending laterally from a standard slug rejecior 25 com-
prising any well-known mechanism for detecting spurious
coins deposited therein and separating the same irom
the genuine coins deposited. The upper edge of the
plate 22 terminates in a horizontally and forwardly ex-
tending flange which is disposed slightly above the upper
surfaces of the hangers or flanges 21 (Fig. 2), and this
plate 22 also has an L-shaped slot 26 for receiving a
locking element mounted on the cover member 13, in .
a manner to be later described.

The cover member 13 comprises a front panel 27, a
top panel 28 and side panels 29, with the rear portions

of these top and side panels 28, 29 comprising marginal

fianges adapted to slidably engage the outer surfaces of
the associated marginal flanges 14 of the backing member
42, It will be understood that the general shape or
design of the members I2 and 313 constitutes no part of
the instant invention and will be determined for any
given unit or wall box structure by the dimensions of the

control mechanisms to be housed therein and normal

design practices. In the instant embodiment of the in-
vention, the upper end of the cover member 13 is shaped
to accommedate a coin slot 31 (Figs. 1 and 3) and a
coin return button 32 adapted to cooperate with the slug

rejector 25 to scavenge the same in well-known manner.

It should be pointed out, incidentally, that the left
side panel 29 of cover member 13 is provided with a
suitable coin return aperture 33 through which scavenged
coins may be removed from the wall box. Also, the

front panel 27 is provided with a plurality of apertures

34 to accommodate the several selector buttons normally
employed in such coin control mechanism, as well as

glass covered apertures 35 for giving visual access to

program indicia 3§ associated with the selector buttons.
As shown in Fig. 4, a program indicia holder, indicated
generally by reference numeral 37, is mounted in any

suitable manner on the rear of the front panel 27 to

facilitate selective changing of the indicia 36 when the
cover member 13 is removed from the backing member
12,

The top panel 28 of the cover member is provided w1th
a pair of inwardly extending lugs 38 for siidably engag-

ing the undercut portions 15 of the upper marginal flange
34 of the backing member 12. As best seen in Figs.
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2 and 3, the side panels or marginal flanges 29 of the
cover member are shaped at their lower rear corners to
accommodate the reduced portions of the lugs 17 and
terminate in depending portions 39 adapted to be seated
in the recesses 18. The front panel 27 terminates at its
lower end in a rearwardly extending horizontal flange
41, and is provided with a pair of integrally formed
protuberances 42 spaced laterally from each other and
also spaced above the flange 41 for a slightly greater
distance than the thickness of the bottom plate 16 of the
backing member 12. As shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 4,
each of these protuberances 42 comprises a truncated
cone. The top panel 28 of the cover member also has
a depending rib 43 which preferably is formed integrally
therewith and is so dimensioned as to just clear the
upper flanged edge of the plate 22 when the the wall box
structure is in assembled position. The top panel 28 also
is provided with the locking element previously men-
tioned which comprises a key-operable lock 44 mounted

in well-known manner thereon, extending therethrough -

and provided with a horizontally disposed locking por-
tion 45 tcrminating at its rear end in an upwardly ex-
tending flange.

The backing member 12 is adapted to be mounted
upon a wall, bracket, or any other desired supporting
structure, by means of suitable apertures (not shown) ex-
tending through the main portion thereof. After this
backing member has been so mounted, the necessary elec-

trical connections to the automatic phonograph or other

apparatus with which this unit is to be employed as a
coin control mechanism readily may be effected. In
this respect, it should be noted that the various instru-
mentalities controlled by the deposited coins and the se-
lector buttons have not been illustrated in order to more
clearly disclose the structural details of the instant wall
box, with the exception of the slug rejector 25 which
cooperates with the cover member 13 in a manner to be
described in detail hereafter. However, all of these vari-
ous mechanisms, including slug rejector 25, are supported
on and by the backing member 12. With the cover
member 13 removed, it is a simple matter to remove the
slug rejector 25 for cleaning, repair or replacement and
to insert the same in its supporting structure, which com-
prises the hangers or forwardly extending flanges 21 and
the transverse plate 22, the slug rejector being provided
with trunnion pins 24 which are adapted to be received
by the slots 23.

After installing the backing member 12, or at any
time that it is desired to replace the cover member 13
following removal thereof, it is necessary only first to
engage the lower portion of the cover member with the
backing member 12 by moving the cover member rear-
wardly to engage the forward portion of the bottom plate
16 of the backing member between the lower flange 41
and the protuberances 42 of the cover member, and
thereafter to slide the cover member rearwardly relative
to the backing member and slightly depress the rear of
the cover member, which will engage the depending
corner portions 39 in the recesses 18 at the rear of the
interlocking lugs 17 of the backing member 12. At
the same time, such final downward and subsequent rear-
ward movement of the upper end of the cover member
relative to the backing member will result in the rear
ends of the inwardly extending lugs 38 engaging their
respective undercut portions 15 of the backing member
flanges 14, and such mounting of the cover member will
be permitted and facilitated by the diverging relation-
ship between the lower surfaces of the protuberances 42
and the horizontal flange 41 on the cover member. When
so mounted, the depending portions 39 and the side panels
29 of the cover member 13 cooperate with the lugs 17
of the backing member 12 to function as interengage-
able locking portions which prevent downward and for-
ward movement of the cover member 13 relative to the
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backing member 12. Also, the inwardly extending lugs
38 at the upper end of the cover member cooperate with
their associated undercut portions 15 of the marginal
flange 14 of the backing member as interengageable
locking portions to prevent upward movement of the
cover member 13 relative to the backing member 12.
Thereafter, the lock 44 may be key-actuated from its in-
operative position .of Fig. 4 to its operative position of
Figs. 2 and 3, whereby the upturned flange on the inner
cnd of the locking portion 45 will pass rearwardly through
the vertical portion at the left of the L-shaped slot 26
in the transverse plate 22 to engage the rear surface of
this plate 22 directly above the horizontal portion of the
slot 26, as best seen in Fig. 2. In such operative posi-
tion, the lock 44, 45 cooperates with the plate 22, which
comprises a part of the slug rejector supporting struc-
ture, to prevent forward movement of the upper portion
of the cover member 13 relative to the backing member
12. It will be understood, of course, that the members
12 and 13 are so dimensioned that the marginal flanges
of the cover member, comprising the rear portions of
the top panel 28 and the side panels 29, will slidably
engage and completely enclose the marginal flanges 14
and 19 of the backing member 12, and the bottom flange
41 of the cover will underlap the bottom plate 16 of the
backing member. And it will be appreciated that the
cover member 13, when so mounted on the backing mem-
ber 12, cannot be removed therefrom to give access to
the mechanisms mounted on the backing member with-
out first unlocking the lock 44, 45.

Authorized removal of the cover member 13, however,
is an extremely simple procedure, requiring only the un-
locking of the lock 44, 45, followed by forward tilting of
the upper end of the cover member to clear the rear ends
of the lugs 38 from the undercut portions 15 and lifting
and forward sliding of the lower portion of the cover
member to disengage the depending corpers 39 from the
lugs 17 and the flange 41 and protuberances 42 from the
forward edge of the bottom plate 16 of the backing mem-
ber.

If the slug rcjector 25 has not been properly posi-
tioned in its supporting means in the manner best illus-
trated in Fig. 2, the upper end thereof will be disposed
above the upper edge of the transverse plate 22. Con-
sequently, when the slug rejector 25 is so improperly
placed in its supporting structure, it will be engaged by
the rib 43 to prevent the above-described positioning of
the cover member 13 on the backing member 12. In
other words, the rib 43 is so dimensioned that the slug
rejector 25 must be properly disposed in its supporting
structure in order for the cover member to be mounted
upon the backing member. This is of particular impor-
tance because it is essential to proper operation of such
coin control mechanisms or slug rejectors that they be
disposed in a properly vertically aligned position. Unless
the rib 43 of the cover member can be brought down sub-
stantially into engagement with the upper flanged edge
of the plate 22, as shown in Fig. 2, the upturned end of
the locking portion 45 of the lock 44 will be engaged
by the forward face of the plate 22 and be prevented
from passing through the vertical portion of the L-
shaped slot 26. When the cover member is properly
mounted on the backing member, as shown in Fig. 2,
that portion of the plate 22 directly above the horizon-
tal part of the L-shaped slot 26 functions as a locking
flange for engagement by the inner upturned end of the
locking element 45.

It is thought that the invention and its attendant ad-
vantages will be understood from the foregoing descrip-
tion, and it will be apparent that various changes may
be made in the form, construction and arrangement of
the parts without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention or sacrificing all of its material advan-
tages, the form hereinbefore described and illustrated in
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the drawings being merely a preferred embodiment
thereof.

I claim:

1. A wall box structure, comprising a backing mem-
ber adapted to be mounted on a supporting device and
having marginal flanges comprising laterally opposed un-
dercut portions at its upper end and forwardly extend-
ing lugs at its lower cornets offset laterally therefrom
with downwardly extending recesses at their rear ends, a
cover member attachable to said backing member hav-
ing marginal flanges for slidably engaging the outer sur-
faces of said flanges of the backing member, including
depending portions engageable with said lugs and in said
recesses to prevent downward and forward movement of
the lower portion of the cover member relative to the
backing member, and inwardly extending lugs engage-
able with said undercut portions to prevent upward move-
ment of the cover member relative to the backing mem-
ber, and a key-operable lock mounted on the upper por-
tion of said cover member and engageable with said
backing member to prevent forward movement of the
upper portion of the cover member relative to the back-
ing member.
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2. A wall box structure according to claim 1, com-
prising a slug rejector supporting structure mounted on
said backing member, and & rib mounted interiorly of
said cover member for engaging a slug rejector improp-
erly positioned in said supporting structure to prevent
engagement of said lock with said backing member.

3. A wall box structure according to claim 2, wherein
said slug rejector supporting structure is provided with a
flange engageable by said lock, when a slug rejector is
properly mounted in said supporting structure to clear
said rib, to effect attachment of the cover member to the
backing member.
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