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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Epwin R. Grrserr,

a citizen of the United States, and resident
of Detroit, in the county of Wayne and
State of Michigan, have invented a certain
new and- useful Improvement in Stocking-
Clasps, of which the following is a full,
clear, concise, and exact description, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
inﬁ, forming a part of this specification.
" My invention relates to stocking clasps
and has for its general object the provision
of simple devices of this nature which will
function more satisfactorily and be of more
lasting service than previous and present
forms of supporters of this class have proven
to be. ‘

A salient feature of my invention resides
in the provision of elasps of this nature
which will support the hose at all points
around the leg in contradistinction to pre-
vailing types of supporters or garters which
support the hose at but a single point.

A further object of my present invention
consists in the provisien of clasps of this
nature which may be applied with facility
and which, when applied, support the hose
snugly and comfortably under circumferen-
tial tension. : ‘

Another object of my present invention
resides in. the provision of stocking clasps
whereby the tension upon the stocking may
be readily adjusted and which cannot, in any
possible manner, injure the fabric of the
stockings by reason of their peculiar appli-
cation. ‘ ‘ ‘

A still further object of my invention re-
sides in the provision of unitary structures
of this class. which are feasible as com-
mercial products for production in large
guantities. :

The above and ether further objects will
more clearly appear in the following speci-
fication in- which reference is made to the
accompanying ‘drawings wherein—

Figure 1is a perspective view of a stocking
clasp made in accordance with my inven-
tion. ‘ :

Fig. 2 is a view illustrating the method
of forming a cuff on the ribbed portion of
the stocking previous to applying the stock-
ing clasp of my invention. R :
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Fig. 8 is a similar view illustrating the
clasp as it is disposed when first applied to
the stocking.

Fig. 4 is another similar view illustrating
the method of producing the circumferential

tension as secured through the application of

my improved stocking clasps.

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sec-
tional view taken along the line 5—35 of Fig.
3 looking in the direction indicated by the
arrows.

Fig. 6 is a similar view taken along the
line 6—6 of Fig. 4 looking in the direction
indicated by the arrows.

Fig. 7 is a perspective view illustrating
a slightly modified form of stocking clasp
embodying the improvements of my inven-
tion, and

Fig. 8 is a similar view showing a further
modified form of the stocking clasp of my
invention. ‘

Throughout the following specification the
same reference numerals will be used to
refer to similar parts. .

Referring to the drawings and for the

‘present more particularly to Figs. 1 to 6,

inclusive, 10 indicates a stocking clasp of my
invention which -comprises the relatively
long legs 11 and 12, the latter of which is
actually a continuation of the former, it
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being bent over and upon the leg 11 at 13

to form with it a fork.” Projecting laterally
from the leg 11 of the fork is an arm 14, car-
rying at its free end, the enlarged portion
15 which is suitably disk-shaped to provide
a convenient finger piece, the purpose for
which will later appear. The enlarged por-
tion is preferably, though not essentially,
offset downwardly from the free end of the
arm 14 as shown. The opposing faces of
the fork and one face of the enlarged por-
tion 15 are suitably knurled as shown to
provide a frictional surface to engage the
stocking fabric.” The knurling on the en-
larged portion serves moreover as a gripping
surface for the finger.

Throughout this specification the words
“inner” and “outer” are -purely - relative
terms, meaning respectively nearer the leg
and away from the leg,

In the reduction of my invention to prac-
tice, I 'have found it most convenient to use
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the clasp shown in Fig. 1 on the stocking of
the right leg. While I have not illustrated
a similar clasp for the left leg, it will be
clear that such a clasp is but merely a
counterpart of that shown: that is, the arm
14 of such a clasp would project laterally
from the leg 11 in the opposite direction to
that in which it is shown projecting in
Fig. 1.

From the description thus far given, it
will be seen that T have provided a stocking
clasp which may be punched out of sheet
metal and can, therefore, be made very
cheaply. While I prefer to use aluminum
in the manufacturve of my clasp, it will ap-
pear that other suitable materials may well
be used with a view to reducing the cost of
manufacture.

In Fig. 2 is illustrated the stocking 16,
on the upper or ribbed portion of which is
formed a cuff 17, which should lie just above
the calf of the leg and be of a width slightly
greater than the length of the fork of the
clasp. There should be about two or three
folds of the fabric if the best results are to
be secured.

The clasp may then be applied in the fol-
lowing manner:

The fork of the clasp is adapted to em-

brace the cuff 17 of the stocking, the clasp
being applied, for example, on the stocking
of the right leg on the inner side of the leg.
I describe the application of my clasp %o
the stocking of the right leg in this descrip-
tion because the clasp intended for the stoclk-
ing of right leg is illustrated in the draw-
ings and its application will, therefore, be
better evident.
. The clasp is so arranged that the arm 14
projects toward the front with the smooth
side away from the leg as shown in Figs. 3
and 5. Then the arm is grasped at the fin-
gerplece 15 and turned through an arc of
substantially 180° in a counterclockwise di-
rection as viewed in Fig. 5 with the fork
portion acting as a pivot. The cuff is then
brought over the enlarged portion or fin-
gerpiece 15 substantially as shown in Figs.
4 and 6. It will be noted that the smooth
side of the enlarged portion 15 is then to-
ward the leg but as is best shown in Fig. 6
does not and cannot touch the skin because
of its tendency to clockwise movement with
the fork as a pivot, the circumferential ten-
sion of the stocking, quite a portion of which
has now been gathered in as shown, tending
to cause the clasp to assume again the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 5. The stocking is held
frictionally through the knurled fork and
fingerpiece and cannot therefore be torn as
it 1s not held positively. The fork portion
is entirely enmeshed by the stocking fabric
so that no metal is exposed to the skin.

At this point it will appear that the eir-

-cumferential tension upon the stocking leg
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may be adjusted by simply adding another
lap onto the cuff and thus thickening the
cuff slightly.

T have found that when the clasp is ap-
plied as just described, the stocking is held
taub and snug on all sides and not af but one
point as does the present day men’s garter,
particalarly. Tt will, of course, appear that
the present day conventional sock would not

be of suflicient length for the most advan- v

tageous application of my invention, but the
many advantages of the arrangement just
described outweigh any slight inconvenience
that might be experienced through wearing

a stocking of a slightly greater length than »

the average sock.

In Fig. 7 is illustrated a slightly modified
form of stocking clasp 10°, the fork of which
is provided in the bifurcated portion 18

which comprises the legs 11* and 12, Pro- :

jecting laterally from the hifurcated por-
tion 18 is the arm 14* earvying al its free
end, the enlargement or fingerpiece 15
Suitable knurling, if desired, may be pro-
vided on the opposite faces of the fork por-
tion as well as on one side of the finger piece
15° Tt will be scen that all the parts in this
clasp lie in the same plane and can be struck
from sheet metal in one operation, thus con-
siderably reducing the cost of production.
This clasp is likewise preferably made of
aluminum for lightness although other suit-
able materials might be used to lower the
cost of manufacture. The application of
this clasp will, it is believed, he apparent
from the description given of the clasp
shown in Fig. 1.

In Fig. 8 is shown a further modified form
of stocking clasp 10°, embodying the im-
provements of my invention. This clasp, it
will be seen, is made of a single piece of wire
19 which is suitably bent into a closed rec-
tangle to form a fingerniece 15°, the arm 14v
being a continunation of one side of said ree-
tangle. The wire is then bent downwardly
and upwardly to form a leg 12" and is
brought over the arm 14° and again down-
wardly and upwardly to form another leg
11, the end of the wire then being bent upon
itself as shown to embrace the inner end of
the arm 14". The legs 11® and 12?, it will be
seen also form a fork and the application of
this form of stocking clasp will, no doubt,
be apparent from a consideration of the de-
scription given for the preferred form.

While I have shown but a few embodi-
ments of my invention, it will be understood
that it is not limited to the arrangements
shown but is capable of modifications of
these arrangements within the spirit and
scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim is:

1. An article of manufacture of the class
described, comprising a substantially T-
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shaped punching, one horizontal arm of
said T being folded over onto the other arm
to form a fork and the lower end of the ver-
tical arm being enlarged in area to provide
a fingerpiece.

2. A stocking clasp comprising a fork, an
arm integral with one leg of said fork and a
fingerpiece on said arm, one face of said
fingerpiece and opposing faces of said fork
being knurled.

3. A stocking clasp comprising a fork for
embracing the neck of a stocking, an arm
extending laterally from said fork and a
finger piece projecting downwardly from
the free end of said arm a distance shorter
than the length of said fork, said finger
piece being adapted to hold the end of said
arm to the neck of the stocking to retain
the fork in its adjusted position.

a8

4. A stocking clasp comprising a fork and 20

an arm on sald fork, the free end of said arm
being offset downwardly a distance shorter
than the length of said fork.

5. A stocking clasp comprising a fork and

a-lateral arm on said fork, the free end of 25

said arm being offset downwardly and en-
larged to provide a finger piece, opposing
faces of said fork and one face of said fin-
ger piece being knurled to frictionally hold

the neck of a stocking under circumferential 80

tension.
In witness whereof, I hereunto subscribe
my name this 23 day of October, 1919,

EDWIN R. GILBERT.

Witnesses:
H. G. ANbERsON,
Geo. J. Horx.



