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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JosEPH SILVERMAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city and county of San Francisco and State 
of California, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Telephone Attachments, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a telephone at 

tachment, and especially to a device for hold 
ing the receiver in suitable position relative 
to the mouthpiece whereby both hands of 
the operator may be left free. Its object is 
to provide a simple, practical, adjustable at 
tachment for ordinary hand and desk tele 
phones which is adapted not only to hold the 
receiver, but which will automatically con 
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nect the telephone with the central station 
without the operator touching the hook, and 
which will allow the hook to remain up and 
maintain the connections if it is necessary to 
'leave the phone for an instant or call some 
one, but which attachment is so constructed 
that when one has ceased talking moving the 
head away allows the receiver to swing back 
to center in front of the mouthpiece and the 

... hook will be automatically depressed again 
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and break the circuit. . . - - - - 

The main objection of the telephone com 
panies to the various receiver-holder attach 
ments is the liability of leaving the circuit 

- open, or the common fault of “leaving the re 
ceiver off the hook.' ... This difficulty is ob 
viated in my invention. - - - - 
The invention consists of the parts and the 

construction and combination of parts, as 
hereinafter more fully described and claimed, and having I 
drawings, in which- - - - - - 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my device. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of same. . . . . . . . 
: A represents a portable base or stand pro 
vided with Suitable means, as the clamp 
screws 2, to receive and hold an ordinary 
hand-telephone, as 3. Extending upward 
from this base is a post 4, carrying the slid 
ing bracket 5, in which the angular rocker 
member 6 is fulcrumed. This rocker mem 
ber has a portion 6' to bear on the ordinary 
telephone-hook 7, which in telephones un 
rovided with my attachment usually sup 

ports the receiver. A spring 8, connected to 
the bracket 5 and to the rock-arm or de 
pressor 6', tends to pull the arm and hook 
own, so as to close the circuit between the 

two electrodes 910, which are connected with 

concentric with the 

reference to the accompanying - 
... The arm 18 carries a hinged block 23 at its 

the apparatus. The pivot portion of the 
member 6 carries a projecting pin 11, which 
normally engages in the crotch of a double or 
symmetrically-forked cam member 12, which 
is carried by a sleeve 13, and which sleeve 
rests on the bracket 5 and is free to turn in . 
either direction on the post 4. 
The bracket 5 is shown as bifurcated and 

the pin 11 as having a tubular portion or col 
lar 11 disposed between the forks of the 
bracket and embracing the corresponding 
part of member 6. The collar and pin are 
locked to member 6 by a set-screw 14. This 
construction enables the depressor 6' to be 
shifted to vary the leverage on the telephone 
hook or to vary the E. depressor. 
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ating movement of 
The sleeve 13 carries an extendible lateral 

arm 15, the outer member of which has a 
segment or plate 16 at its outer end arranged 
in a vertical plane. A small block 17 is 
mounted to turn on oneside of 16, and an arm 
18 is pivoted to a block 17 to turn at right 
angles to plate 16. Arm 18 has a pin 19 on 
its inner side arranged to engage any one of a 
series of perforations 20 disposed in an arc 

pivot of block 17. A 
spring 21, secured to block 17, bears on arm 
18 and tends always to press the latter in 
against plate 16 and force the pin 19 into a 
hole. 20. The purpose of this perforated 
plate and hinged arm 18 is to adjust the re 
ceiver 22, which is carried by arm. 18, to just 
the right elevation suited to the user of the 
telephone, while the extendible arm 15 allows 
the receiver to be moved out or in the proper 
distance relative to the mouthpiece. 

outer end arranged to swing in a vertical 
plane. - The outer end of this block is radi 
ally grooved, as shown at 24, and a plate 25, 
having corresponding projections 26 on its 
underside, is held against the end of block 23 
by the screw 27 and spring 28. The tension 
of this spring is such that the plate 26 will 
always be pressed hard against block 23, and 
the engagement of the projection 26 with a 
groove 24 will keep the plate and the receiver 
22 from turning when once adjusted to the 
right inclination. The receiver is held by 
suitable means, as the spring-clamping device 
29, carried by plate 26. . . - 

Usually, the parts are so arranged and ad 
justed that when the telephone is not in use 
the arms 1518 will stand in a vertical plane the terminals of the transmission portion of above the mouthpiece 30. 
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The cam member 12 is made forked in the 
manner shown, and each fork is so curved 
outward and oppositely that while the pin 11 
will ordinarily rest in the crotch between the 
forks, as before stated, and allow spring 8 to 
act on the depressor to hold the hook down, a 
suitable movement of the receiver and its 
holding means to one side or the other of the 
mouthpiece will cause one or the other of the 
forks of the cam to Fock the pin 11 and al 
low the hook to lift, thereby connecting the 
telephone with central station. The cam 
branches are made suitably eccentric, so that 
if the receiver-holding arm is swung far 
enough in either direction the pin will be car 
ried onto a flatter portion, as 12°, of a cam to 
enable the operator to move away from the 
telephone or call someone without the hook 
being depressed and the connection broken, 
as would be the case if the receiver-arm 
swung back to center. With the pin 11, how 
ever, at any point intermediate the crotch of 
the cam and the surfaces 12 the spring 8 will 
operate through the depressor, pin 11, and 
the cam surfaces to bring the receiver-arm 
to center and depress the hook. Another 
important thing in this connection is that 
it takes such a long movement, compara 
tively, of the receiver to one side of the 
mouthpiece to carry the pin onto a surface 
129, where the hook is allowed to stay up 
without pressure being maintained on the 
receiver, that one Would never under ordi 
nary circumstances leave the hook up after 
talking through the telephone, since it only 
takes a movement of the receiver of a couple 
of inches to one side or the other of the 
mouthpiece to lift the hook and to bring the 
lips opposite the mouthpiece with the re 
ceiver against the ear. The lifting of the 
hook and the connecting with central is sim 
ply done by placing the ear against the re 
ceiver and moving the head a little to one 
side to bring the speaker's lips opposite the 
mouthpiece. When through talking, mov 
ing the head away allows the receiver to 
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swing back to center in front of the mouth 
piece, and the hook is automatically de 
pressed and the circuit broken. The re 
ceiver needs never to be taken from its clamp 
29. No matter how forgetful or absent 
minded one may be the moment the user 
leaves the phone, in case of course the re 
ceiver-arm is not deliberately swung away to 
one side to cause the pin to ride onto a part 
12, the circuit is broken and there can be no 
such complaint as is the equivalent now of 
the receiver being “off E. 
The attachment is applicable to any ordi 

nary hand-telephone of wall-telephone hav 
ing a hook to make and break the circuit. 
- is possible that various modifications in 
my invention may be made without depart 
ing from the principle thereof, and I do not 
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the specific construction as herein shown and 
described. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. The combination with a telephone hook 
and mouthpiece, of a suitably-supported de 
pressor for the hook, a receiver-holder hav 
ing a movement laterally of the mouthpiece, 
and means including a member operated by 
the receiver-holder and having a crotch with 
symmetrical camportions at each side there 
of said depressor having a member normally 
engaging the crotch of said member and ac 
tuated by the calm portions thereof which 
ever way the receiver-holder is oscillated. 

2. The combination with a hook and 
mouthpiece of a telephone, of a suitably-sup 
El receiver-holder having a movement aterally of the mouthpiece, a hook-de 
pressor and means actuated coördinately 
with the receiver-holder to operate the de 
pressor said means including a member hay 
ing a crotch engaged by the hook-depressor 
and having, also, cam portions at each side 
of the crotch whereby the depressor is actu 
ated whichever way the receiver-holder is os 
cillated. 

3. The combination with a telephone hav 
ing a mouthpiece and a hook, of a hook-de 
pressor, an adjustable, extendible swinging 
receiver-holder, and a member movable with 
the holder and having a central crotch in 
which the depressor normally engages, said 
member having cam portions at each side of 
the crotch whereby the depressor is actuated 
whichever way the receiver-holder is oscil 
ated. 
4. The combination with the hook and 

mouthpiece of a telephone, of a hinged de 
pressor, a hinged receiver-holder, a forked 
cam operated by the receiver-holder, and 
means carried by the depressor engageable 
with said cam, whereby the depressor is actu 
ated whichever way the receiver-holder is 
oscillated. 

5. The combination with the hook and 
mouthpiece of a telephone, of an oscillating 
depressor for the hook, a receiver-holder 
mounted to swing from side to side of the 
mouthpiece, a forked can operable by the 
receiver-holder engaging a part on the de 
pressor, and means for maintaining said part 
normally in the crotch of said cam. 

6. The combination with the mouthpiece 
and hook of a telephone, of a receiver-holder 
having a movement laterally of the mouth 
piece, means for actuating the hook and 
means including a cam having a flattened 
seat for the hook-actuating means said cam 
tending to maintain the receiver-holder in a 
fixed normal position with the hook de pressed. 

7. The combination with the mouthpiece 
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65 wish to be understood as limiting myself to and hook of a telephone, of a vertical post, a 13o 
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- bracket carried by said post, a depressor for 
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the hook pivoted on said bracket, a sleeve 
member turnable on said post, a cam carried 

8. In a telephone attachment, an extendi 
ble arm formed of telescopic sections said 
arm mounted to swing from side to side of 
the mouthpiece, one of said sections having 
a perforated plate at its outer end, a spring 

- 5 

pressed member pivoted on said plate and 
adapted to be moved in a vertical plane, and having a projection engageable with said 
perforations to hold said member at different 
inclinations relative to said arm, and means 
carried by said member for holding a re 
ceiver. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

9. In a telephone attachment, an arm 
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mounted to swing from side to side, said arm 
comprising sections capable of sliding one 
relative to the other, a plate carried by one 
of said sections and arranged in a vertical 
plane, a secondarm pivoted on said plate and 
adapted to form an extension of the arm and having a projection engageable with perfo 

relative to the first, and means by said sleeve member and engaging a part 
on the depressor to actuate the latter, and a 
receiver-holder carried by said sleeve. 

Witnesses: 

3 

rations in said plate, whereby said second 
arm may be held by different inclinations 
arm for holding a receiver. 

10. In a telephone atta . . . . . . . . . hment, the com 

bination with a hinged arm, of means carried 

on second 
3O . . . 

by said arm for supporting a receiver, said 
means including a part connected with the 
arm having a radially-corrugated end, a 
plate swiveled coaxially with relation to said 
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radial corrugations, a projection carried by . . 
the said plate engageable with the corruga 
tions, and means including a screw passing 
through one of said plates and threaded into 
the other plate, and a spring engaged by the 
screw for constantly pressing said plate 
against said corrugated surface to hold the . plate in position. . . . . . 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit. 
nesses. 

JOSEPH SILVERMAN. 
I. MiNINGER, ... . . . . 
FRANK. H. GARDINER, 
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