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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

SARAH A. SMITH, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

BED-PAN.

SPECIFICATION forming part of ‘Letters Patent No, 481,375, dated August 23,1892,
Application filed August 13,1891, Serial No. 402,501, (No model.) ‘

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SARAH A. SMITH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the city
and county of Philadelphia, State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a newand useful Im-
provement in Bed-Pans, which improvement
is fully set forth in the following specification
and accompanying drawings.

My invention consists of a bed-pan formed
of abody with asecending sides, the lowest por-
tion being adapted to be placed beneath the
person, and is provided with an inclined gut-

ter, which directs water, &c., to the bodyand.

prevents the return thereof.

It also consists in providing the body with
an outlet, with which a hose or pipe may be
placed in communication, for-directing the
contents of thebody from the same to a place
of collection outside the bed or other suitable
place.

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a

bed-pan embodying my invention. Fig.2 rep-

resents a longitudinal vertical section thereof.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the two figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
bed-pan consisting of a bottom or base B and
a side or wall C, rising therefrom and gradu-
ally ascending to the rear.

D designates the advanced portion which
is to be passed under the person who is to oc-
cupy the pan, and near said portion, within
the body,is a gutter E, which is inclined from
front to rear and raised above the bottom B,
terminating in the shoulder F, the upper face
of said gutter being inclined in opposite di-
rections toward the center of said face, so as
todirect fluid, &e.,tosaid center, from whenee
it flows down the channel into the body, it
being noticed thatthe return of said fluid, &e.,
is prevented, owing to the obstacle presented
by the shoulder F. The inner end of the ad-
vancing portion D is undercut, forming a
guard G, which rises above the highest end of
the gutter E, so that should there be any
backing of the fluid, &e., from’ said gutter it
will enter said chamber beneath the guard,
and thus be prevented from overflowing at
the portion D, said guard also providing a
stronger strueture for the part D than if said
part were made solid, especially in the case
of earthenware. By having the bed of the

gutter E inclined or sloping to therearof the
pan and not parallel with the bottom thereof
the flow of the liquid falling thereon to the
rear or body of the pan is more readily ef-
fected. Turthermore, in case of any slight
depression of the front of the pan, as'is com-
monly the case, due to the pressure of the

‘body of the person using it, the incline is still

to therear, so that the liquid is carried to the
body of the pan, and so prevented from over-
flowing the guard. By having a raised por-
tion in the bottem of the front of the pan the
material for forming the gutter E is provided,
the advantage of said gutter or of a drain
from the front of the pan toward the rear
thereof being as before stated. If no raised
portion were provided at this part, any slight
tilting or raising of the rear portion of the
pan would cause the flow of all the liquid
therein to the front, which, as is readily ap-
parent, is not desirable; also, in using the pan
as a douche the fluid will thereby be enabled
to flow down and out of the pipe.

To the side of the body is secured a nozzle
or branch H, which is in communication with
the interior of the body and adapted to have
a hose or pipe J connected therewith, where-
by when the pan is in usethe contents of the
same may be directed from the body and con-
veyed by the hose or pipe J to a bucket, pan,
pail, &e., on the floor or elsewhere away from
the bed, &ec., on which the pan is used. The
nozzle may be closed, when it is not desired
to drain the body, by means of a cap K, a
stopper, or other suitable means.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A bed-pan having a body with a cham-
ber in the front part thereof, an inclined gut-
ter in the rear of said chamber, and a dis-
charge-nozzle on said body, said parts being
combined substantially as deseribed.

2. A bed-pan having a gutter Ein the body
thereof at or near the front thereof, said gut-
ter being raised above the bottom, bearin gthe
shoulder T, substantially as described.

3. A bed-pan having a body with sides as-
cending from front to rear, a raised gutteron
the bottom of said body,anda discharge-noz-
zle, substantially as described.

4. A bed-pan having a body with a front
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portion D, a guard G in said portion, and a
gutter £ at the rear of said portion, said gut-
ter being raised, forming the shoulderF, sub-
stantially as deseribed. ,

5. A bed-pan having an advanced portion
with an under-cut at its inner end, forming a
guard, and a gutter inclined from front to

rear and raised above the bottom of the pan,

terminating in a shoulder, said guard rising

above said gutter,said parts being combined 10

substantially as described.

_ SARAH A. SMITH.
Witnesses:
JouN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
R. H. GRAESER.




