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To all whom, it may concern, 
Be it known that I, GEORGE A. CUNNING, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
-Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Casket Protectors, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to a transparent 

covering adapted to be placed over caskets 
of various types. - 

Heretofore in the art it has been the prac 
tice of casket manufacturers and under 
takers to exhibit their wares in show rooms 
wherein the caskets are usually on exhibition 
with the lid portions thereof raised, expos 
ing the interiors of the caskets. These cas 
kets are of course generally lined with very 
expensive materials, very often being light 
in color, and it has been appreciated by those 
skilled in the art that after a short period 
of exhibition the interiors of the caskets be 
come so soiled that they cannot be disposed 
of, but on the other hand must be relined, or 
refinished before sale. This is particularly 

5 true of the lighter colored upholstery, which 
are very easily soiled. The outer coverings 
of the caskets are often made of colored 
broadcloths, silk plush, etc., and like the in 
terior finishings of the caskets these mate 
rials possess the property of collecting dirt 
and soon become so soiled that they are even 
useless for exhibition purposes. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide an inexpensive transparent cov 
ering which may be applied to any type of 
casket for the purpose of protecting both the 
interior and exterior of the casket while the 
same is on exhibition. . 
With this conception in mind the inven 

tion primarily consists of a detachable trans 
parent paper covering which may be made 
in sections or otherwise, and when applied 
to a casket surrounds the exterior Walls and 
overlies and completely encloses the uphol 
stered interior of the casket which is usually 
composed of very expensive silks, and would 
ordinarily become soiled after only slight display. 

It is manifest that with such a transparent 
covering any casket on display could be im 
mediately disposed of in view of the fact 
that the said casket has not become useless 
by being soiled. 

In the accompanying drawings, I have 
shown the invention as applied to a single 
type of casket known as the full hinged top 

type, but it will be distinctly understood 
that the covering is adapted for use in con 
nection with any other well known type of 
casket, it being appreciated that when ap 
plied to certain other types of caskets the 
construction of the covering must necessarily be slightly, changed. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a 

View of a full open top casket with the de 
tachable covering applied. 
Figures 2 and 8 represent detail views of 

the covering per se, and Figures 4, 5 and 6 
are detail sectional views of parts of the protector. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
drawings, wherein like reference characters 
indicate corresponding parts, the numeral 1 
designates the body of a casket having the 
full top 2 hinged thereto. This casket may 
or may not be provided with the usual girdle 
8 for holding the top in a raised position. 
As will be observed this casket is one of the 
type having an Outer covering of broadcloth, 
plush or like material 4. The interior of 
the casket is of course lined with expensive 
silk or other equivalent materials which may 
be of any color, in keeping with the desires 
of a purchaser. 

Ordinarily when on display the top of 
each casket is raised so that a prospective 
purchaser can immediately inspect the in 
terior thereof. As has been pointed out, in 
a short period of time the collection of dirt, 
dust, etc., on the upholstery renders the cas 
ket incapable of being sold or otherwise dis 
posed of or can only be used for show pur 
poses. This of course results in the loss 
of excessive amounts of money each year to 
casket manufacturers and undertakers. It 
is the purpose of this invention to provide 
a transparent covering which may be ap 
plied to any type of casket to protect both 
the outer coverings and the upholstery from 
dirt, dust and the like, and at the same time 
permit a prospective purchaser to clearly see 
the upholstery and coverings of the casket. 
With this in mind, my invention contem 

plates the provision of a transparent body 
6, having a top flap 7 overlying the body of 
the casket, with depending parts 8, 9 and 10 
surrounding one front and two end walls 
thereof. The covering surrounding the end 
wall 10 is slit to provide the flap 11 which 
passes under the girdle 3 so that the body 

60 

70 

5 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

05 

0. 
portion of the transparent cover tightly and 
snugly fits the casket. To protect the in 
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terior lining of the top of the casket as well 
as the exterior broadcloth covering I pro 
vide a transparent protector having a front 
portion 12 fitting over the covering of the in 
terior of the lid, and a rear portion 13 of a 
depth greater than the front portion 12 
adapted to extend over the surface of the 
lid and down along the rear side of the body 
of the casket to the bottom thereof. The 
front flap 12 of the transparent material may 
be connected to the portion 7 overlying the 
body of the casket by means of Snaps 14, 
which are passed through reinforced poi'- 
tions of the detachable covering. It will be 
understood that these Snaps need not always 
be employed, and in lieu of Snaps any con 
venient type of fastening means may be used 
The protector is shown as being composed 

of two parts, and I have discovered that 
transparent paper is a very efficient material 
for manufacturing the same. This material 
is of course inexpensive, and while it is the 
preferred form of material from which the 
protector is made, it will be appreciated that 
such transparent materials as celluloid, isin 
glass, transparent cloths, etc., may be used 
in making the protector. As a matter of 
fact any transparent Substance with the ex 
ception of glass may be used in the construc 
tion of my protector. 

it will also be understood that the con 
struction of the protector is subject to many 
changes in keeping with the type of casket 
that it is desired to protect. For instance, 
with certain types of half couch caskets or 
removable panel caskets, the protector may 
be made in a single piece adapted to com 
pletely overlie and enclose all exposed por 
tions of the casket. 

Having thus described Iny invention, what, 
claim is: 
1. A protector for caskets composed of 

a body portion having an upper wall, two 
end walls and a side wall adapted to slip 
Over the body of a casket, one of said end 
walls having a hinged flap, and a cover pro 
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vided with an elongated rear portion adapt 
ed to extend from the upper edge of a raised 
cover of the casket to the lower portion of 
the casket body, said cover protector also 
having a downwardly extending forward 
part forming between the same and the rear 
Wall of the protector a pocket fitting the 
coffin closure, and detachable means for unit 
ing the body protector and the cover protec 
tor together, both of said protectors being 
composed of transparent material. 

() 

2. A protector for caskets composed of a 
body portion having an upper wall, two end 
walls and a side wall adapted to slip over the 
body of a casket, one of said end walls hav 
ing a hinged flap, and a cover provided with 
an elongated rear portion adapted to extend 
from the upper edge of a raised cover of the 
casket to the lower portion of the casket, 
body, said cover protector also having a 
downwardly extending forward part form 
ing between the same and the rear Wali of 
the protector a pocket fitting the coffin clo 
sure, and detachable means for uniting the body protector and the cover protector to 
gether, both of said protectors being com 
posed of transparent material, and having 
reinforcements extending around the free 
edges thereof. 

8. A transparent protector for caskets 
comprising a body protector of transparent 
material having a top wall, one side wall and 
end walls. One of said end walls being pro 
vided with a flap 11, a cover protector 
formed with a rear wall 13, and a short front 
Wall 12, Said rear wall being adapted to 
Cover the rear portion of the casket and the 
Outer Surface of the casket closure, while the 
dront Wall protects the inner surface of said 
closure, and detachable fastening devices car 
ried by the front Wall of said cover protector 
adapted to cooperate with fasteners on the 
top wall of the body protector. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

GEORGE A. CUNNING. 
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