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Continuation of:
—Box No. Ill: Observations where unity of invention is lacking—

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group I: Claims 1-6 drawn to a manifold assembly having two manifolds, the first manifold having an engagement member, the second
having a groove, wherein the engagement member is installable in the groove, and wherein a fluid is conducted to a gear assembly
through the manifold assembly.

Group II: Claims 7-15 drawn to a turbine engine having a manifold comprising two portions, the first portion having two grooves defined
along a diameter of the first portion, the second portion having two engagement members, wherein each engagement member is
installable in a groove, respectively, and wherein a gear assembly is operatively coupled to and in fluid communication with the manifold.

Group III: Claims 16-20 drawn to a manifold assembly having two plates, the first plate having an engagement member and a groove
defined along a diameter of the first plate, the second plate having another engagement member and another groove defined along a
diameter of the second plate, wherein the engagement member of the first plate can rotatably engage the groove of the second plate
and the engagement member of the second plate can rotatably engage the groove of the first plate.

The inventions listed above as groups l-lll do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT
rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

Special Technical Features (Distinct Technical Features):
Group I requires a manifold assembly having two manifolds that connect via a single engagement member installed into a single groove
and also requires a fluid conducted to a gear assembly through the two manifolds, not required by groups II and III.

Group I I requires a turbine engine having a manifold with two portions that connect via two engagement members located on one portion
installed into two respective grooves located on the second portion and also requires a gear assembly operatively coupled to and in fluid
communication with the manifold, not required by groups I and III.

Group III requires a manifold assembly having two plates that connect via an engagement member located on each plate rotatably
installed into a corresponding groove located on the other plate, not required by groups I and II.

Common Technical Features (Features Do Not Make a Contribution Over the Prior Art):
The only feature shared by groups through III that would otherwise unify the groups, is a manifold with a groove having an engagement
member installed in the groove. However, this common technical feature is not unifying and does not represent a contribution over the
prior art, because the feature is anticipated by US 5,507,256 A to Czadzeck.

Czadzeck teaches an air intake manifold assembly (Fig 6) having a groove (notch 70; col 4, In 39-42; Fig 6) with an engagement
member (engagement flanges 46; col 4 , In 39-42; Fig 6) installed in the groove. As the common technical feature was known in the art at
the time of the invention, this cannot be considered a common technical feature that would otherwise unify the groups.

Therefore, groups I through III lack unity under PCT Rule 13.
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