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(57) Abstract: Apparatus 1s provided featuring a bearing cartridge in combination with a pedestal. The bearing cartridge may be
configured to be coupled to a pumping assembly combination and having a predetermined centerline. The pedestal may be config-

ured with an axial channel to receive and support the bearing cart

ridge and allow the bearing cartridge to slide therein. The bear-

ing cartridge and the pedestal are contfigured to couple together substantially at or above the centerline of the bearing cartridge in
order to reduce center height requirements of the apparatus, where the center height 1s defined as the distance between the center -
line of the bearing cartridge and the bottom surface of the pedestal supporting the bearing cartridge. The apparatus takes the form
of a pump or pumping assembly, arrangement or combination, including a slurry-type pump or a centrifugal pump.



CA 02806039 2016-07-07

PUMP DESIGNED FOR INSTALLATION CONVERSION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a pump or pumping assembly, arrangement
10 or combination; and more particularly relates to a pump or pumping assembly,
arrangement or combination designed for installation conversion, e.g., for a

centrifugal pump, a slurry-type pump, as well as other types or kinds of rotary

equipment such as fans or compressors.

15 2. Brief Description of Related Art

When pumps get old and/or worn out, they need to be replaced. However,
when an older pump is replaced with a newer pump, issues can arise in relation to
an Installation conversion. For example, known pump designs have a wide variety of
center heights, bolt patterns, and drive configurations, many times making it difficult

20 to interchange the pump, e.g., without removing concrete foundations. This is

typically expensive and can lead to significant delays in the pump replacement

process.

By way of example, Figures 1a, 1b, 1¢ show prior art pump designs.

Figure 1a shows a known pedestal design generally indicated as 10 having an
25  adjusting bolt arrangement generally indicated by an arrow 12 arranged in a base 13

under a bearing cartridge generally indicated as 14 having a power transmitting shaft
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17 arranged therein, the bolt arrangement 12 configured for adjusting the
relationship between the bearing cartridge 14 and a pump shell 18 having an
impeller (not shown) arranged therein.

Figure 1b shows another known pump design generally indicated as 20 also
having its adjusting screw 22 arranged in a base 23 under a bearing cartridge
generally indicated by arrow 24 having a power transmitting shaft 27 arranged
therein, the adjusting screw 22 configured for adjusting, e.g., the clearance of an
impeller 26 coupled to the shaft 27 arranged in a pump shell 28.

Figure 1c shows still another known design generally indicated as 30 also
having its adjusting screw arrangement generally indicated by arrow 32 arranged In
a base 33 underneath a bearing assembly generally indicated by arrow 34 having a
power transmitting shaft 37 coupled to an impeller 36 arranged therein, the adjusting
screw arrangement 32 configured for adjusting the relationship between the bearing
cartridge 34, impeller 36 and a pump shell 38.

One problem with these known pump designs in Figures 1a, 1b and 1c is that
each requires increasing the center height (CH) (see Figure 1a) to allow someone to
gain access to the adjusting screw when the pump Is assembled, where the center
height (CH) is defined as the distance between the axis or centerline (CL) of the
bearing cartridge and the bottom of the base supporting the bearing cartridge. The
increased center height (CH) of these known pumps can become a significant
limiting factor during pump installation conversion, especially in cases where the
pump being replaced has one center height and is situated on a concrete foundation
that has a predetermined height of its own. These combined heights will affect the

center height of the replacement pumps that can be used in the installation
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conversion and determine whether the replacement of the pump can be made
without removing concrete foundations.

In view of this, there is a long felt need in the industry for an improved pump
design or technique that solves the problems related to installation conversion when

pumps need to be replaceaq.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To overcome the aforementioned problems, a new technique has been
developed that takes the form of apparatus featuring a bearing cartridge in
combination with a pedestal. The bearing cartridge may be configured to be coupled
to a pumping assembly combination and having a predetermined centerline. The
pedestal may be configured with an axial channel to receive and support the bearing
cartridge and allow the bearing cartridge to slide therein. The bearing cartridge and
the pedestal are configured to couple together substantially at or above the
centerline of the bearing cartridge in order to reduce center height requirements of
the apparatus, where the center height is defined as the distance between the
centerline of the bearing cartridge and the bottom surface of the pedestal supporting
the bearing cartridge. The apparatus takes the form of a pump or pumping
assembly, arrangement or combination, including a slurry-type pump or a centrifugal
pump.

According to some embodiments, and provided by way of example, the
apparatus may also include one or more of the following features:

1) The bearing cartridge and the pedestal are configured to couple together

by an adjustable mounting assembly.
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2) The adjustable mounting assembly may include, e.g., at least one mounting
member coupled to the pedestal; at least one corresponding mounting member
coupled to the bearing cartridge; and an arrangement of threaded bolts or rods and
nuts configured to couple the at least one mounting member of the pedestal and at
least one corresponding mounting member of the bearing cartridge so as to slide the
bearing cartridge in relation to the pedestal when one or more of the nuts is turned.

3) The apparatus may also include a base adapter configured to be arranged
between the pedestal and a pre-existing supporting foundation and to support the
pedestal on the pre-existing supporting foundation.

One advantage of the new design or technique is that it offers users the ability
to completely replace an existing pump without disturbing the original foundation or
suction/discharge piping (depending on user preference). The user can then benefit
from improvements in a bearing cartridge or assembly design as well as
improvements in wet end design with very little installation effort.

An additional advantage is afforded to the manufacturer as a pump with a low
center height and corresponding foundation cannot be replaced by competitors,
requiring new foundations and dissuading customers from replacing the piece of
equipment.

In effect, the new design or technique consists of a pump with a wet end and
a powerframe (also called a bearing frame or power end). The powerframe has a
center to base height very near the minimum achievable with current materials
technology, significantly less than current offerings. This allows for cast, fabricated,
or machined spacers to be put between the powerframe of the new pump and the
existing foundation to allow the adjustment of the new pump’s center height and

position relative to drive elements (motor and gearbox shafts) and suction or
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discharge piping. Ditferent spacers can be provided to allow a single model of pump
to be adapted to multiple models of competitor equipment.

This reduction in center height is achieved by a number of new, unique design
features:

» Bearing cartridge lubricant sump designed to allow optimal lubrication oll
volume while decreasing centerline height.

» Wet end (casing, impeller, and gland components) attached to bearing
pedestal solely by members at or near centerline. Traditional designs connect wet
end to bearing pedestal using at least one member below the centerline.

» Design of pedestal and bearing cartridge that moves sliding interface
between bearing cartridge and pedestal substantially at or above centerline of
bearing cartridge. This allows a greater mass of material to be incorporated in the
pedestal to add strength and absorb vibration while still maintaining a low center
height. There are many slurry pump manufacturers and almost all make conversion
kits for competitor pumps, but none are known to have specifically designed a
complete pump for use in converting competitor installations. The typical approach is
to produce a wet end conversion kit, which substitutes only the wetted wear parts of
the original pump for a competitor's and leaves the existing bearing frame & support
pedestal intact. This design or technique replaces the entire pump, giving the end
user the benefit of bearing frame and pedestal improvements as well as wetted wear
part improvements. This design or technique specifically targets complete pump
replacements, in accordance with the disclosure provided herein.

According to some embodiments of the present invention, the apparatus may
comprise bearing cartridge means for coupling to a shaft of a motor and having a

predetermined centerline; pedestal means for receiving and supporting the bearing
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cartridge and allowing the bearing cartridge to slide within an axial channel; and
means for coupling together the bearing cartridge means and the pedestal means
substantially at or above the centerline of the bearing cartridge in order to reduce

center height requirements of the apparatus, consistent with that disclosed herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The drawing includes the following Figures, not necessarily drawn to scale:

Figure 1a shows a side view of a pump that is known in the art.

Figure 1b shows a side cross-sectional view of another pump that is known in
the art.

Figure 1¢ shows a side cross-sectional view of still another pump that is
kKnown In the art.

Figure 2 shows a top perspective view of a powerframe having a shaft with
tapered threads according to some embodiments of the present invention.

Figure 3 shows an exploded view of a pumping arrangement having an
iImpeller with corresponding tapered impeller threads according to some
embodiments of the present invention.

Figure 4 shows a cross-section view of a pump or pumping assembly,
arrangement or combination according to some embodiments of the present
iInvention.

Figure 5 is a diagram of a pump or pumping assembly, arrangement or

combination according to some embodiments of the present invention.
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In the following description of the exemplary embodiment, reference is made
to the accompanying drawings, which form a part hereof, and in which is shown by
way of illustration of an embodiment in which the invention may be practiced. Itis to
be understood that other embodiments may be utilized, as structural and operational

changes may be made without departing from the scope of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
Figures 2 and 3

By way of example, the present invention is described in relation to the pump
assembly, arrangement or combination shown in Figures 2-3, although the scope of
the invention is intended to include apparatus, such as other types or kinds of rotary
equipment, assemblies, arrangements, devices or combinations having a rotating
shaft coupled directly to an impeller, that are either now known or later developed Iin
the future. For example, Figures 2-3 show apparatus in the form of a part of a pump
assembly, arrangement or combination, where Figure 2 shows apparatus or
combination generally indicated as 100 having a power frame 102, a bearing
cartridge 103, a pedestal 104 and a power transmission shaft 106; and where Figure
3 shows a pumping assembly combination generally indicated as 200 having outer
casing sub-components 202a and 202b, a pump or volute liner 204, an impeller 206,
front and rear liners and/or covers 208a, 208b and a gasket 210. The pedestal 104
is configured with an axial channel generally indicated by arrow 107 to receive and
support the bearing cartridge 103 and allow the bearing cartridge 103 to slide
therein. The power transmission shaft 106 has an end 106a with tapered threads
106b. The impeller 206 has a bore 206a having corresponding threads 206b. By

way of example, when the bearing cartridge is coupled or assembled to the pumping
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assembly combination 200, , the power transmission shaft 106 may be coupled
directly to the impeller 206 so that the tapered threads 106b of the power
transmission shaft 106 rotationally mate and frictionally engage the corresponding
tapered threads 206b of the impeller 206, although the scope of the invention is
intended to include other types or kind of couplings either now known or later
developed in the future. Other parts of the apparatus or combination 100 (Figure 2)
and the pumping assembly combination 200 are also mated together, which do not
form part of the underlying invention and are not described in detall.

In Figure 2, the power frame 102 has an end cover 102a having bores and
turns (unlabeled). The pedestal 104 also has hold down plates 105 having wings
105a with holes that penetrate to allow threaded bolts or rods 110 to pass through.
A bearing cartridge 103 may be mounted in the pedestal 104 on wings (not shown)
that mate with machined grooves or ways (not shown) in the pedestal 104. The
apparatus or combination 100 also includes an adjustable mounting assembly
configured with threaded bolts or rods 110 arranged in holes of the end cover 102a
and the corresponding holes in the wings 105a. The adjustable mounting assembly
also includes nuts 112 for adapting on the threaded bolts or rods 110, which may be
loosened and tightened in a manner that would be appreciated by one skilled in the
art without undue experimentation in order to move, slide or adjust the power frame
102 and bearing cartridge 103 in relation to the pedestal 104, and further in relation
to the pumping assembly combination 200. The hold-down plates 105 are
configured to clamp the bearing cartridge 103 in the pedestal 104 to prevent its
movement after it has been appropriately adjusted, and are also configured with

grooves machined therein (not shown). Appropriate pairs of nuts 112 are suitably
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tightened on both sides of the end plate 102a and the wings 105a in order to secure
the bearing cartridge 103 In relation to pedestal 104 and the pumping assembly
combination 200.

The bearing cartridge 103 has a predetermined centerline that is indicated, by
way of example, as reference label CL. For the purpose of describing some
embodiments of the present invention, in Figure 2 the centerline is shown about or
approximately in line with the axis of the power frame shaft 106, although the scope
of the invention is not intended to be limited to how the centerline CL is
predetermined. For example, embodiments of the invention are envisioned in which
the centerline is predetermined to be above or below the axis of the power frame
shaft 106 within the spirit of the present invention.

The pedestal 104 has a bottom surface 104a. According to some
embodiments of the present invention, the bearing cartridge 103 and the pedestal
104 are configured to couple together above the centerline CL of the bearing
cartridge 103 in order to reduce center height requirements of the apparatus 100,
where the center height CH is defined as the distance between the centerline CL of
the bearing cartridge 103 and the bottom surface 104a of the pedestal 104
supporting the bearing cartridge 103. By way of example, the centerheight CH is
marked and shown in Figure 4.

According to the present invention, the bearing cartridge 103 and the pedestal
104 are configured to couple together substantially at or above the centerline CL of
the bearing cartridge 103 in order to reduce center height requirements of the
apparatus 100. According to the present invention, the phrase "substantially at" is
iIntended to include embodiments or implementations where the bearing cartridge

103 and the pedestal 104 are coupled together at or near the centerline of the



10

15

20

25

CA 02806039 2013-01-18
WO 2012/012604 PCT/US2011/044796

bearing cartridge 103, and the term "above" is intended to include embodiments or
Implementations where the bearing cartridge 103 and the pedestal 104 are coupled
together over or higher than the centerline CL of the bearing cartridge 103.

The other parts of the pumping assembly combination 200 shown in Figure 3,
Including the outer casing sub-components 202a and 202b, the pump or volute liner
204, the front and reap liners and/or covers 208a, 208b and the gasket 210 do not
form part of the underlying invention, are known in the art, and are not described In
detail herein. Embodiments are also envisioned in which a doubled casing design
may be used, e.g., such that expensive hard metal parts are contained within an
outer casing of ductile iron.

Moreover, the bearing cartridge 103 may also be configured to be coupled to
a shaft or a motor (not shown). This coupling does not form part of the underlying
invention, especially in relation to the features of the apparatus 100, and thus is not
shown or described in detail. In view of this, the scope of the invention is not
iIntended to be limited to the way the bearing cartridge 103 and motor are coupled
together. For example, the bearing cartridge 103 may be coupled to the motor by
various means or technigues within the scope and spirit of the present invention,
iIncluding being directly coupled, being coupled through belt drives, as well as being
coupled through some other intermediate equipment or apparatus either now known

or later developed in the future.

Figure 4
Figure 4 shows apparatus 100" according to some embodiments of the
present invention, which places the mounting arrangement, including adjusting

threaded bolts or rods above the centerline CL of the bearing cartridge 103' to

-10-
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reduce center height requirements. Similar parts in Figures 2-3 are numbered with
similar reference numerals in Figure 4 with the addition of a single quote mark (" ' ").
In Figure 4, the apparatus 100" may also include a base adapter 150
configured to be arranged between the pedestal 104" and a pre-existing supporting
foundation indicated with reference label 155 and also configured to support the
pedestal 104' on the pre-existing supporting foundation 155. Base adapters are
known in the art, and the scope of the present invention is not intended to be limited
to any particular type or kind thereof, and may include base adapter configuration

both now known and later developed in the future.

Figure 5

Figure 5 shows apparatus 100" according to some embodiments of the
present invention. In Figure 5, the mounting arrangement is not shown. Similar
parts in Figures 2-4 are numbered with similar reference numerals in Figure 5 with
the addition of a double quote mark (' " ). The centerline CL" and center height CH"
are indicated and determined consistent with that set forth above, which is an
indication of the distance from the axis of the shaft 106" and the bottom surface
104a" of the pedestal 104”. In this embodiment, the bearing cartridge 103" is
configured with wings 103a and 103b extending laterally from an upper surface of
the bearing cartridge as shown. Each wing 103a and 103b has a mounting member
103a1 and 103b1 having a respective hole configured therein for receiving a
threaded bolt or rod (not shown in Figure 5) and for coupling to a corresponding

mounting member 104d1 and 104d2 of the pedestal 104", consistent with that set

11-
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forth herein. This embodiment is shown as another example of an implementation of
the present invention, and the scope of the invention is intended to include other

implementations within the spirit of the present invention.

THE SCOPE OF THE INVENTION

It should be understood that, unless stated otherwise herein, any of the
features, characteristics, alternatives or modifications described regarding a
particular embodiment herein may also be applied, used, or incorporated with any
other embodiment described herein. Also, the drawings herein are not drawn to
scale.

Although the invention has been described and illustrated with respect to
exemplary embodiments thereof, the foregoing and various other additions and
omissions may be made therein and thereto without departing from the spirit and

scope of the present invention.

_{o-



CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus designed for an installation conversion, comprising:

a power frame having an end cover configured with a bore/hole and turns:

a bearing cartridge configured to be coupled to a power transmission shaft that
goes or extends through the end cover of the power frame, also configured to be
coupled to a pumping assembly combination, and having a predetermined centerline:

a pedestal configured with an axial channel to receive. support and allow the
bearing cartridge to slide axially therein in relation to the predetermined centerline, the
pedestal comprising at least one hold down plate having a wing with a corresponding
bore/hole;

an adjustable mounting assembly configured to couple together the bearing
cartridge and the pedestal substantially at or above the predetermined centerline of the
bearing cartridge in order to reduce center height requirements of the pumping assembily
combination, the adjustable mounting assembly compris‘ing a threaded bolt/rod arranged
in the hole/bore of the end cover and the corresponding hole/bore of the wing of the at
least one hold down plate, and the adjustable mounting assembly comprising nuts for
adapting on the threaded bolt/rod that may be loosened and tightened in order to move,
slide or adjust the power frame and bearing cartridge in either axial direction in relation
to the pedestal, and further in relation to the pumping assembly combination: and

a base adapter configured to be arranged between the pedestal and a pre-
existing supporting foundation so as to support the pedestal on the pre-existing

supporting foundation.

13
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2. An apparatus designed for an installation conversion, comprising:

a power frame having an end cover configured with a bore/hole and turns:

a bearing cartridge configured to be coupled to a poWer transmission shaft that
goes or extends through the end cover of the power frame, also configured to be
coupled to a pumping assembly combination, and having a predetermined centerline:

a pedestal configured with an axial channel to receive, support and allow the
bearing cartridge to slide axially therein in relation to the predetermined centerline, the
pedestal comprising at least one hold down plate having a wing with a corresponding
bore/hole;

an adjustable mounting assembly configured to couple together the bearing
cartridge and the pedestal substantially at or above the predetermined centerline of the
bearing cartridge in order to reduce center height requirements of the pumping assembly
combination, the adjustable mounting assembly comprising a threaded bolt/rod arranged
in the hole/bore of the end cover and the corresponding hole/bore of the wing of the at
least one hold down plate, and the adjustable mounting assembly comprising nuts for
adapting on the threaded bolt/rod that may be loosened and tightened in order to move,
slide or adjust the power frame and bearing cartridge in either axial direction in relation
to the pedestal, and further in refation to the pumping assembly combination: and

wherein the bore/hole is configured in the end cover, and the corresponding

bore/hole is configured in the wing, so as to be above the predetermined centerline.

3. An apparatus designed for an installation conversion, comprising:
a power frame having an end cover configured with a bore/hole and turns:
a bearing cartridge configured to be coupled to a pumping assembly combination

and having a predetermined centerline, the bearing cartridge comprising a wing

14
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extending from an upper surface thereof above the centerline, the wing being configured

with a corresponding bore/hole;

a pedestal configured with an axial channel to receive, support and allow the
bearing cartridge to slide axially therein in relation to the predetermined centerline: and

an adjustable mounting assembly configured to couple together the bearing
cartridge and the pedestal substantially at or above the predetermined centerline of the
bearing cartridge in order to reduce center height requirements of the pumping assembly
combination, the adjustable mounting assembly comprising a threaded bolt/rod arranged
In the hole/bore of the end cover and the corresponding hole/bore of the wing of the
bearing cartridge, and the adjustable mounting assembly comprising nuts for adapting
on the threaded bolt/rod that may be Ioosened and tightened in order to move, slide or
adjust the power frame and bearing cartridge in either axial direction in relation to the

pedestal, and further in relation to the pumping assembly combination.

4. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the center height is defined as

the distance between the predetermined centerline of the bearing cartridge and the

bottom surface of the pedestal supporting the bearing cartridge.

5. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein
the end cover is configured with two bores/holes:

the bearing cartridge comprises two wings, each wing configured with a

respective bore/hole; and
the adjustable mounting assembly comprises two threaded bolts/rods, each
threaded bolt/rod arranged in a reépective hole/bore of the end cover and a

corresponding respective hole/bore of a respective wing.

15
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6. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the apparatus comprises a base

adapter configured to be arranged between the pedestal and a pre-existing supporting

foundation so as to support the pedestal on the pre-existing supporting foundation.

/. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the power frame has a shaft with

an axis, and the predetermined centerline is about or approximately in line with the axis

of the shaft of the power frame.

8. An apparatus designed for an installation conversion, comprising:

a power frame having an end cover configured with a bore/hole and turns:

a bearing cartridge configured to be coupled to a pumping assembly combination
and having a predetermined centerline, the bearing cartridge comprising a wing
extending from an upper surface thereof above the predetermined centerline, the wing
configured with a corresponding bore/hole, the wing being connected to, or forming part
of, the bearing cartridge;

a pedestal configured with an axial channel to receive, support and allow the
bearing cartridge to slide axially therein in relation to the predetermined centerline; and

an adjustable mounting assembly configured to couple tbgether the bearing
cartridge and the pedestal substantially at or above the predetermined centerline of the
bearing cartridge in order to reduce center height requirements of the pumping assembly
or combination, the adjustable mounting assembly comprising a threaded bolt/rod
arranged in the hole/bore of the end cover and the corresponding hole/bore of the wing

of the bearing cartridge, and the adjustable mounting assembly comprising nuts for
adapting on the threaded bolt/rod that may be loosened and tightened in order to move,

slide or adjust the power frame and bearing cartridge in either axial direction in relation

to the pedestal, and further in relation to the pumping assembly combination.
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9. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the pumping assembly

combination comprises outer casing sub-components, a pump or volute liner, an impeiler

and front and rear liners or covers.

10. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the power frame has a shaft

with an axis, and the predetermined centerline is about or approximately in line with the

axis of the shaft of the power frame.
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