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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Oscar S. Swanson, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Jamestown, in the county of Chautauqua
and State of New York, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Lamp-Socket
Construction, of which the followmg is a
specification.

My present invention pertains to lamp
socket construction; and it has for its gen-
eral object to provide a construction in
which the shell body and the cap of the
socket construction arve so constructed and
relatively arranged that the shell body may
be expeditiously and easily engaged with
and disengaged from the cap, and in such
manner that the two are positively connected
together without liability of being casually
disconnected.

Other advantageous features of the inven-
tion will be fully appreciated from the fol-
lowing detailed description and claims when
the same are read in conmection with the
accompanying drawings, hereby made a part
hereof, in which:

Figure 1 is an elevation illustrating a
lamp socket construction constituting one
embodiment of my invention.

Fig. 2 is an elevation of the cap comprised
in said construction.

Fig. 8 is an elevation of the shell body
thereof.

Fig. 4 is an elevation of the shell body.
showing one of the comparatively wide
diagonal channels therein.

Fig. 5 is a transverse section taken in the
plane indicated by the line 5—5 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 6 is a view showing the upper end
of the shell body in plan and also showing
an insulating switch body as properly posi-
tioned in the shell body.

Fig. 7 is an elevation of a modified socket
construction.

Fig. 8 is a transverse section taken in the
plane indicated by the line 8—8 of Fig. 7.

Fig. 9 is a detail perspective of a portion
of the shell shown in Fig. 3.

Referring by numeral to the said draw-
ings, and more particularly to Figs. 1 to 6
thereof, 1 is the shell body of the construc-
tion, which is formed of thin and resilient
members or other material suitable to the
purpose. As best shown in Fig. 6, the said
shell body is lined with a layer of insulating
material 2, and the said insulating material
2, as well as the insulating body 3, are pref-
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erably arranged as shown relative to the
vertical slot 4 of the shell body so as not
to interfere in any measure with the inward
movement of the beveled end or corner 5 of
the shell body at the upper end and one side
of the said slot 4.

In addition to the slot 4 and the beveled
portlon 5, the shell body is provided with
tour (more or less) diagonal ribs 6, and four
(more or less) diagonal and comparatively
wide channels 7, Figs. 4 and 6.

The cap 8 of the form shown is provided
with four (more or less) diagonal seckets 9
to receive the ribs 6, and is also provided
with four (more or less) inwardly extend-
ing, lateral teats 10. The wide channels 7
are arranged intermediate the ribs 6 in the
shell body 1, and the teats 10 are arranged
intermediate the sockets 9 in the cap 8.
When one of the teats 10 of the cap 1s in
position to engage the beveled portion 5 of
the shell body, the diagonal sockets 9 will be
in position to receive the diagonal ribs 6 of
the shell body, and the other teats 10 of the
cap will be in position to enter the diagonal
and comparatively wide channels 7 of the
shell body. The comparatively wide diagonal
channels 7 are preferably employed and a
plurality of teats 10 is likewise preferably
employed, in order that the shell body 1 may
be arranged in various positions about its
axis relative to the cap 8 so that the slot 4
in the shell body may be located at any de-
sired point for the convenient manipulation
of the switch handle or lever that is designed
t(l) extend through and be moved in the said
slot 4,

With the understanding that any one of
the teats 10 of the cap 8 may be arranged to
cobperate with the beveled portion 5 of the
shell body,it will be manifest that when the
diagonal sockets 9 of the cap are matched
with the diagonalribs 6 of the shell body, and
the cap is crowded on the shell body or the
shell body is crowned into the cap, the sock-
ets 9 will receive the ribs 6, and coincident
with such reception the teat 10 will ride over
and put under tension the beveled portion 5
of the shell body, with the result that the
teat 10 will snap into engagement with the
side wall of the slot 4 at or about the point
18 in Fig. 3, and, consequently, the shell
body and the cap will be securely locked to-
gether without liability of casual disconnec-
tion. When, however, it is desired to dis-
connect the shell body from the cap, the
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same may be readily accomplished by press-
mg the wall of the shell body inwardly in
the vicinity of the point 13 and then separai-
ing the shell body and the cap so as to with-
draw the ribs on the former from the sock-
ets of the latter. The diagonal ribs may be
provided on one of the elements to be con-
nected and the diagonal sockets in the other
member in any approved manmer, and I
would also have it understood that the ribs
6 on_one member may be made to extend in-
wardly from that member without involving
departure from the scope of my invention as
defined by my appended claims.

The modified construction shown in Figs.
7 and 8 differs from the construction shown
in Figs. 1 to 6 in two respects. One of these
is that the ribs 6* and the comparatively
wide channels 7* of the shell body 1* are re-
versely arranged as are also the diagonai
sockets 9* of the cap 8% and the other is that
the teats 10* of the cap 8 are struck from
the metal of the cap, as clearly appears in
Fig. 8.

The modified construction operates in pre-
cisely the same manner as the embodiment of
Figs. 1 to 6 and is possessed of all of the prac-
tical advantages ascribed to the said embodi-
ment.

Having described my invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is:— :

L. In a lamp socket construction, a shell
body having a slot and a beveled portion af
one side and adjacent to the open end of the
slot and also having diagonal ribs, in com-
bination with a cap having diagonal sockets
positioned to receive said ribs and also hav-
ing an inwardly extending teat adapted to
ride over the beveled portion of the shell
body and snap into engagement ith one
side wall of the slot in said body.

2. A lamp socket construction comprising
a shell body having a slot and a beveled por-
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tion at one side and adjacent to the open end
of the slot and also having diagonal ribs and
diagonal sockets intermediate of the ribs, and
a cap having diagonal sockets to receive the
ribs and also having inwardly directed teats

intermediate of the said diagonal sockets, one

of said teats for coiperation with the first-
named slot.

3. A lamp socket construction comprising
a shell body and a cap; one of the said ele-
ments having diagonal ribs and the other
having diagonal sockets to receive the ribs,
and the shell body having a slot and a bev-
eled portion at one side of and adjacent to
the mouth of the slot, and the cap having
an inwardly directed teat adapted to ride
over the said beveled portion and snap into
engagement with the adjacent side wall of
the slot.

4. A Jamp socket construction comprising
a shell body and a cap; one of the said elo-
ments having diagonzl ribs and the other
having diagonal sockets to receive the ribs,
and the shell body having a slot that extendy
to the end thereof, and the cap having a lat-
eral projection adapted to ride over the ad-
jacent portion of the shell body and snap
mnto engagement with the adjacent wall of
the slot in said body.

5. A lamp socket construction comprising
a shell body and a cap; one of the said cle-
ments having spaced diagonal ribs and diag-
onal channels intermediate of the ribs, and
the other element having diagonal sockets to
receive said ribs, and one of the elements
having a slot that extends to its end, and the
other element having inwardly directed teats.
one of said teats heing adapted to ride into
engagement with one wall of the slot in the
other member, and the said channels being
positioned to receive the remaining teats.

Tn testimony whereof T affix my signature,

OSCAR 8. SWANSON.
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