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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DaxrerL Batr, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at West
Burke, in the county of Caledonia and State
of Vermont, have invented a new and use-
ful Tail-Folder, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention has relation to tail holders,
and it consists in the novel construction and
arrangement of its parts, as hereinafter
shown and described.

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple and an effective tail holder of such
configuration that it may be easily and
readily applied to the leg of an animal, or
detached therefrom, and, when in position
upon the leg, will not irritate, bind, or n-
terfeve with the free movement of the mem-
bers of the animal, except the tail, and which
possesses no features calculated to be a
source of discomfort to the animal.

A device such as indicated may be used
upon a nervous animal, and will not bind the
gambrel cord, or give cause for the animal
to be restless or to kick, and it is especially
convenient for use by dairymen during the

__milking operation, particularly so at fly-
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In the accompanying drawings:-—Figure
1 is a view, showing the holder applied to
the leg of a cow, and confining her tail.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of one form of
the holder. Tig. 8 is a plan, partly in sec-
tion, of a modified form of the holder.

The holder is formed from a single wire
having one end portion formed into a crook
1, which is adapted to pass around the front
of the hock of the animal. The crook por-
tion 1 merges into a coil 2. From the coil
9 the wire of which the holder is formed is
continued into a tongue 3, which lies ap-
proximately parallel with the inner side of
the crook portion, and which, at its ex-
tremity, is outwardly curved as at 4 and di-
verges from the intermediate curved por-
tion of the crook portion 1. A band 5 (pref-
erably of rubber) surrounds the inner end
portions of the crook portion 1 and the
tongue 3 and is located in the vicinity of the
coil 2.

As shown in Fig. 8 of the drawing, the
modification in the configuration of the
holder consists in intertwining the inner
end portions of the crook portion 1 and the
tongue 3 at a point in the vicinity of the
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coil 2, and over which intertwined portions,
indicated at 6, the band 5 is located.

From the above description it is obvious
that a simple and an effective tail holder is
provided, and in applying the same, the
crook portion 1 is slipped around the front
portion of the hock of the animal, and,
when so positioned, the coil 2 and the tongue
3 will be beyond the outer side of the leg,
and no projecting parts will be adjacent the
inner side of the leg of the animal. When
the holder is so positioned the wisp of the
tail of the animal is passed between the
tongue 3 and the adjacent side of the por-
tion 1. In inserting the wisp as indicated,
the band 5 prevents the hair from becoming
tangled in the convolutions of the coil 2, and,
consequently, the wisp may be readily with-
drawn from the holder without tearing or
pulling the hair from the wisp. It will also
be seen that the free end portion of the tail
is secured against the outer side of the leg
of the animal, and, consequently, is out of
the way of any operation performed upon

or by the functionary members of the ani-.

mal.” It will also be seen that the limbs of
the animal are left free for movement, and
that no discomfort is created by reason of
binding the gambrel cord at the back of the
leg, inasmuch as the holder is supported
upon the muscular part of the hock. Thus,
should an animal have a tendency to be ner-
vous or vicious, the application of the holder
will not increase such tendency.

~ The coil 2 may be used as a handle for
applying and removing the holder from the
leg of the animal, and may also be used as a
ring through which a digit may be inserted
for carrying the holder from place to place,
as the dairyman visits each cow.

Having described my invention, what T
claim as new, and desire to secure, by Let-
ters Patent, is:—

A holder adapted especially to be used for
confining the tail of a cow comprising a sin-
gle piece of wire having an end portion
formed into a leg-receiving opening and an
intermediate coiled portion with its other
end portions extending into a tongue lying
directly at the side of one of the sides of
the hook portion and traversing the major
portion of the length thereof whereby the
end portions of the wire overlap each other
to a considerable extent, the configuration
of the wire being such that when the hook
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portion is applied to the leg of an animal

the tail may be confined against the side of

the leg, and the adjacent portions of the wire

at one end of the hook and in the vicinity of

& the coil being twisted upon each other and a
band surrounding the twisted portion.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing

as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

DANIEL BALL.

Witnesses :
Joux B. WarcHrz,
Frep T. Porrrr.



