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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Carisrian C. Mzss-
MER, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Salt Lake City, in the county of Salt Lake
and State of Utah, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Key-Rings
and Key-Retainers, of which the following
is a specification.

The purpose of my invention is to provide
a key ring on which keys may be carried,
and cone which may be easily placed over the
shaft of a door lock and when the door is
locked and the key left in the door, the key
cannot be turned with tweezers from the out-
side of the door, nor pushed out of the door.
These objects T accomplish with the device
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in
which similar letters of reference indicate
like parts throughout the several figures.

Iigure 1 is a plan of the ring. Fig. 21isa
longitudinal section thereof. TFig. 3 is a
plan view showing the ring opened. Fig. 4
15 an elevation in perspective showing the
ring as a key retainer.

My device consists of a severed and hing-
edly connected piece of metal bent to form
an ellipse. The main part 1 has one end
formed or cut at an angle and V-shaped.
The other portion 2 is hinged to the part 1
by the hinge 3, and has the other end cut in
an A-shaped form and at an angle opposite
the one at the end of said part 1. The pur-
pose being that when the two are placed ad-
jacent they will lock against each other. On
the inner side of the curved end of the part
2 is secured a spring 4 bent to conform to
the curved end of the part 1. The tension of
sald spring 4 holds the engaging ends of the
parts 1 and 2 in contact when adjacent.

The ellipse form of my spring enables me
to inclose the shaft 6 of a door-lock there-
with, after the key 5 has been turned in said
lock to lock the door. After my key ring
has been placed over the said shaft 6, and the
door locked, and with the key remaining in
the lock and on the ring it is impossible to
turn the key in the lock or to push the key
out of the lock. |

When the ring is opened for the purpose
of placing other keys thereon, or to encircle

the shaft 6 of the lock when used as a key
retainer, the said spring 4 will be turned
outwardly at one end forming a spur which
will prevent the keys from slipping off of the
ring while thus open. To open the ring for
cither purpose, the A-shaped end portion of
the part 2 is pressed inwardly or toward the
part 1 far enough to release the engagement
or locking of the adjacent ends of the said
parts 1 and 2, and bent to either side of the
plane of the ring far enough to pass the end
of the said part 1. The hinge 3 will then
permit the part 2 to be turned outwardly as
shown in Tig. 8.

From the above description the operation
of the device and the advantages possessed
by it will be apparent, and while I have
shown a particular detailed construction of
my ring, it will be understood that I may
malke alterations, if desired, in the detailed
construction of the same within the scope of
the claims without in any way departing
from the spirit of my invention.

Having thus described my invention I de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent and claim :—

A key ring and key retainer consisting of
a piece of round spring wire bent to form
one portion of an ellipse and having one end
thereof cut at an angle; another piece of
similar wire pivoted to said first mentioned
wire and having the free end cut at a re-
verse angle to the end of the first mentioned
wire and formed to complete the ellipse;
and a piece of metal spring semi-circular in
cross section secured to the last mentioned
wire and having its free end bent to conform
to the curvature of one end of said ellipse
and to contact with a portion of the inner
periphery of the first mentioned wire to hold
the free ends of said wires in contact when
contiguous said spring end preventing the
slipping off of keys from said first men-
tioned wire.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

CHRISTIAN C. MESSMER.

Witnesses:

Arrex D. Daniers,
A. W. Kxupsox.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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