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3 Claims.

This invention relates to dining table equip-
ment and more particularly to pads therefor.
It is an object of the invention to provide means
combined with and embedded in a dining table
5 pad whereby plates and dishes may be warmed for
maintaining edibles in a delectable condition,
A further object of the invention is to provide
a table pad for the above stated purposes which
is adapted to be folded compactly for storage
10 when not in use, said pad being intended to com-
pletely cover an ordinary dining table such as
used in dwelling houses and also to provide an ex-
tensible pad for covering extensible dining tables.
A further object of the invention is to provide

18 a dining table pad to which may be added other.

like pads whereby any length of table may be
equipped for the said purposes.
As heretofore practiced in the art, particularly
in hotels, dining tables are set up of different
20 lengths and at fimes said tables are compara-
tively long as during conventions and the like,
the diners often being late in assembly whereby
the first course of a dinner or particularly soups
become chilled between the time the soup dishes

28 are placed on the table and the arrival of the

diners. )

Similarly in homes the consumption of victuals
is delayed after the latter are placed on a table
due to diverse social causes and the present in-

30 vention contemplates provision of means where-
by the service of dinners is facilitated without
damage to the palatability of the food served in
instances where consumption is delayed.

With such objects in view and others which

35 will appear as the description proceeds, the in-
vention comprises various novel features of con-
struction and combination of parts which are set
forth with particularity in the claims appended
hereto.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is &
longitudinal sectional view of an embodiment of
the new device applied in a position of use to a
fragment of a dining table top, the view being
taken substantially on line {—I of Figure 2.

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the parts shown
in Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a transverse section of a pad portion
and heating element employed.

Referring now to the drawing for a more par-
50 ticular description, 10 indicates a table which

may be of conventional or extensible type or of

40

46

that type used in hotels, the latter usually con- -

sisting of loose tops and horses which may be
aligned for providing elongated tables for a large
85 number of diners.

(CL 219—19)

The new pad consists of any suitable pad ma-
terial (1 disposed between any suitable covering
12 providing a pad section, several of which may
be joined together, as shown in Figure 1, the
covering material {2 functioning as hinge strips.
Any desired number of heating elements or
heaters 13 are provided in each pad.

The pads are provided with oppositely disposed
male and female electrical socket members on
opposite sides of their body portions, the male
socket members {4 being adapted to be received
in and interfit with the female socket members 15.
In instances where pluralities of pad sections are
.employed which are joined together but two
socket members are employed for each series of
joined pads and in all instances the pad sections

are provided with electrical wires 16 which may-

extend through them or between the materials
11 and 12 or along the sides of the latter and in

communication with the heaters 13 and socket

members I4 and 15, whereby a circuit may be
closed through the wires and heaters for purposes
later described.

An end pad section socket member is adapted
to be connected to an electrical plug 17 and wires
18 and 19 which may be placed in electrical com-
munication with a source of electrical energy
delivered through the supply wires 20.

The device preferably also includes a rheostat
2| which may be manually actuated for varying
the amount of electrical energy delivered to the
heaters for purposes later described.

In operation the table being set up and joined
pad section being placed thereon a table cloth
22 is placed over the padsin a conventional man-
ner -and the soup dishes 23 placed on the table
‘cloth in vertical alignment with the elements 13
whereby said dishes may be kept warm together
with the contents thereof and the degree of heat
may 2l:vle selectively applied by means of the de-
vice 21,

Additional like joined pad sections may be
added or an additional single pad section may

“be electrically connected in accordance with the
length of the table to be serviced.

At any time during dining when it is not de-
sired to warm the plates the supply of electrical
energy may be completely cut off by means of
the device 21 or the wires 18 and 9 may be un-
coupled from the pads.

I do not wish to be restricted to the size, form
and proportions of the various parts, and ob-
viously changes could be made in the construc-
tion herein described without deparfing from
the spirit of the invention; it being only neces-
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2
sary that such changes fall within the scope of
the appended claims.

I claim:—

1. In a dining table cover pad, & plurality of
pad-sections, at least one electrical heater em-
bedded in each section, said sections adapted to
lie in substantially the same horizontal plane on
an elongated table top, oppositely disposed male
and female electrical socket members on oppo-
site free sides of each pad-section and disposed
intermediate the top and bottom face thereof,
electrical wires in communication with said heat-
ers and said socket members, said members
adapted to lie in substantially the same plane
on an elongated table top and arranged to be
connected at opposite sides of the pad with cor-
responding interfitting socket members in a con-
tiguous like pad, each pad-section including a
plurality of members formed of pad material
and a covering enclosing the pad material and
providing hinge strips, whereby the pad members
are joined in such a manner as to permit fold-
ing of one pad member upon another pad mem-
ber when the cover pad is not in use.

2. In a dining table cover pad, a plurality of
pad-sections, at least one electrical heater em-
bedded in each section, said sections adapted to

lie in substantially the same horizontal plane on
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an elongated table top, means lying within the
confines of the top and bottom face of each
pad-section for joining the sections together,
electrical wires in communication with said heat-
ers and said means, each pad-section including
a plurality of members formed of pad material
and a covering enclosing the pad material and
providing hinge strips, whereby the pad members
are joined in such a manner as to permit folding
of one pad member upon another pad member
when the cover pad is not in use.

3. In a dining table cover pad, a plurality of
pad-sections joined together to provide an elon-
gated table cover, a plurality of electrical heaters
embedded in the sections along opposite side por-
tions of the sections, said heaters being arranged
in opposed relation to provide pairs of heaters,
wires connecting the heaters of each pair, wires
connected to said first wires, and means for con-
necting said second wires to a source of electric
current, each pad-section including a plurality
of members formed of pad material and a cover-
Ing enclosing the pad material and providing
hinge strips, whereby the pad members are joined
in such a manner as to permit folding of one pad
member upon another pad member when the
cover pad is not in use.

LILL K. FROLICH.

10

15




