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A controller (21) reads the land coordinate on printing substrate from a
land coordinate file (30) as an examination object and the master image of said
land. Then, take a picture of the land of the read land coordinate so as to
generate a two-valued land image. Next, extract the coordinate of the land part
. on said land image and store in 1-pixel part coordinate file (31). Thereafter,
read a predetermined circle image from a stopgap circle pattern table (29), and
perform shrinking process against said circle image by only a predetermined
time. At this time, if the coordinate of the pixel as a noticed point is in
correspondence to the coordinate of said land part, the shrinking process with
respect to said noticed point will not be conducted. ~Subsequently, the existence
of fine defect of the land can be examined by comparing the circle image after

shrinkage and the master image.
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