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To wll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux H. MINTIER, a
citizen of the United States,residing at Wash-
ington, in the county of Washington and
State of Iowa, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Garment-Sup-
porters, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in garment-supporters, and particu-
larly to a device forsupporting men’sdrawers;
and it consists in certain peculiarities in the
construction thereof, substantially as herein-
after described, and particularly pointed out
in the subjoined claim.

The object of the invention is to provide a
device which may be produced at nominal
cost, will be supported by the waistband of
the wearer’s trousers, and will most efficiently
support the drawers, and which, moreover,
may be worn without discomfort, will be in
the main concealed from view, and may be
readily applied and removed. This object
is well accomplished by the construction
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— .

Figure 1 is a plan view of the blank from
which the supporting portion of the device is
produced. Fig. 2 1s an edge view of said

supporting portion. Fig. 3 1s a detail view
in perspective of the slidable sleeve. Fig. 4
is a front view of the entire device. TFigs. 5

and 6 are end views of the same with the
sleeve in section and showing said sleeve at
the extremes of its movement, respectively.
Big. 7 shows the device in use.

The same characters of reference designate
the same parts in the several figures.

A designates the blank from which the sup-
porting portion of the device is produced.
This blank is formed of a flat piece of spring-
steel or other material having the desired
strength and resiliency.. Its upper portion a
may, if desired, be of ornamental configura-
tion and may have a suitable ornamental de-
sign impressed therein or applied thereto.
Below said upper portion the body is formed

~ with slits ¢’ on lines forming a three-sided
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figure. From this blank the supporting por-
tion of the device is produced by bending its
said portion a over into hook form and by
bending outward the section bounded by said
slits @’.  This, as shown, forms a supporting
portion which comprises a body 1, having a
hook 2 at its top and a spring-tongue 3 be-
tween its ends, all of integral formation, said

spring-tongue having a broad free end ar-
ranged within the space between the body 1
and the hook 2. The inner surface of the
hook 2 may have a projection 4 to assist in
holding the device in place on the trousers-
band, said projection preferably arranged
slightly above the spring-tongue 3.

In the use of the device it is supported by
the waistband B of the trousers, over which
said hook 2 extends. The device is applied
by arranging the waistbands of the drawers
and trousers together and then pushing the
device down over the same into the position
shown, or the waistband of the drawers C
may be secured by drawing it up into the
space between the spring-tongue 3 and the
inner surface of the hook, during which
movement said spring-tongue will yield suf-
ficiently to permit said adjustment to be
readily made.

When the device has been pushed down to
place or said waistband C has been drawn up
to 1ts place, the resilience of the tongue will
cause its free end to spring outward and
tightly press the waistband of the drawers
against the inner surface of the hook 2, be-
tween which hook and spring said waist-
bands are thus clamped, while the whole de-
vice is supported from the one band.

The free end of the spring-tongue 3 is pref-
erably formed to provide teeth 5, (indicated
in Fig. 1,) which may be somewhat blunt to
reduce to a minimum their liability to cut
holes in the portions of the drawers which
they engage. The waistband of the drawers
is drawn over said free end of the spring-
tongue and is thus efliciently held against
any tendency to fall, if such tendency be not
fully avoided by the pressing of said waist-
band in the direction of the trousers-band B
and hook 2. .

While a spring-tongue exerting the last-
named pressure alone or a spring-tongue hav-
ing teeth at its free end and incapable of ex-
erting any material amount of outward pres-
sure against the waistband (the resilience of
the tongue in either event serving to facili-
tate the adjustment of the drawers-band)
will in a measure serve the purposes of the
present invention, it will nevertheless be ap-
parent that a supporting device which exerts
outward pressure and has upward sustaining
force, and thereby presents two holding
forces acting in planes perpendicular to each
other, will be of the greatest efficiency, and
such construction is thus greatly preferred.
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The device is provided with a sleeve 6,
which is slidably mounted thereon and when
adjusted upward will press the free end of
sald tongue back approximatelyinto the plane
of the body 1 and will also lift the drawers-
band from said tongue, thereby easily disen-
gaging themfromeach other. The lower end
of the body 1 has pins 7 to support said
sleeve in its lowest position and also has a
cut-out portion 8 to facilitate the engage-
ment of said sleeve by the thumb of the
wearer.

Having thus described the invention, what
T believe to be new,.and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—
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A drawers-supporter, comprising a body

having a hook at one end adapted to support. -

the device from the waistband of trousers and
also having a spring-tongue which extends
outward from said body and is adapted to
hold the waistband of the drawers, and a slid-
able sleeve for freeing said drawers-band and
spring from each other.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two.witnesses.

JOHN H. MINTIER.

Witnesses:
J. C. McCARTNEY,
G. G. KevrLoga.
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