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GUITAR TRAINING DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION
joot] This application claims priority o U.S. Patent Application No. 16/921,097, filed

on July 6, 2020, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirely.

FIELD
{002} The disclosure relates 1o 3 removable device for positioning a guifar user’s
forearm and hand in relation to a guitar.
BACKGROUND
{0031 Novice guitar users and some that have been plaving for many vears, alike, tend to

incorrectly position their stnunming/picking hand and forearm in relation to the guitar. This
improper posittoning leads 1o a mumber of other issues when these guitar users play the euitar
as well, including hitting the guitar itself, starting and stopping thewr strwinming/picking hand

and forearm nnnecessarily. and plaving the guitar rigidly, overall, by keeping their

strunuming/picking hand and forearm too stff—among other such issues.
{604} Accordingty, the present disclosure relates to a removable, portable, cost-
effective, and convenient devices for positioning a guitar user's strmomingpicking hand and

foreanm to improve forearnm, wrist, and hand dexterity and competence. as well as overall

plaving ability and form.
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SUMMARY
{005} In cne aspect, a removable device for positioning a user's foreanm and hand in
relation to a guitar is provided. The removable device includes: {1} a first strap overlying a
first portion of the guitar and having attached thereto a first pad and a second pad; (i) &
second stap overlying a second portion of the gwitar and joined to the first strap via a first
connector, wherein the first connector is coupled to the guitar at a first point; and {iii) an
adjustment mechanisin overlying a third portion of the guitar and joined to the first sivap, the
second strap, the first connector and a second comnector, wherein the second connector is
coupled to the guitar at a second point.
o6} In another aspect, another removable device for positioning a user’s forearm and
hand in relation to a guitar is provided. The removable device includes: {1} a first strap
overlving a first portion of the guitar and having attached thereto a first pad and a second pad,
and wherein the first strap comprises at least one elastic portion; (i1} a second stvap overlying
a second portion of the guitar and joined to the first strap via a first connector, wherein the
first connector is coupled to the guitar at a first poinf. and wherein the second strap comprises
at least one elastic portion; and (iif) an adjustment mechanism overlving a third portion of the
guitar and joined to the first strap, the second strap, the first connector, and a second
connector, wheretn the second connector is coupled to the guitar at a second point. and
wherein the second connector comprises at least one elastic portion.
{0071 In vet another aspect, another removable device for positioning a user’s forearm
and hand in relation fo a guitar is provided. The removable device includes: (i) a first strap
overlving a first portion of the guitar and having attached thereto a first pad and a second pad:
(it} a second strap overlving a second portion of the guitar and joined to the first strap via a
first connector, wherein the first connector is coupled {o the puitar at a first point; (it} a third

strap overlying a third portion of the guitar and joined to the first strap and the second stvap
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via the first connector; {iv} a fourth strap overlying a fourth portion of the guitar and coupled
i the guitar at a second point via a second connector; and (v) an adjustiment mechanism
cverlving a fifth portion of the guitar and joined to the first strap. the second strap, the third

strap, and the fowrth strap.

a3
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BRIEF DESCRIPTHON OF THE DRAWINGS
{008} Figure 1 is a removable device for positioning a user’s forearm and hand in
relation fo a guitar.
fo9] Figure 2 iy a removable device for positioning a user’s forearm and hand in
relation to a guitar.
j010] Figure 3A is a removable device for positioning a user’s forearm and hand in
relation to a guitar in a first state.
[011] Figure 3B is the removable device for positioning a nser’s forearm and hand i
relation to & guitar of Figare 3A in a second state.
foi2} Figure 3C 1s the removable device for positionping a user’s forearrn and band m

relation to a guitar of Figures 3A and 3B in a second state.
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DESCRIPTION
[013] The disclosure is directed to removable, portable, cost-effective, and convenient
devices for positioning a guitar user's strupuning/picking hand and forearm o tmaprove
forearm, wrist, and hand dexterity, as well as nuproving the user’s overall playing ability and
form.
{014} In one aspect, the disclosed device counteracis a goitar user's inclination to
incorrectly position their forearm and/or hand in relation to the guitar, as well as the problems
that arise from such improper positionng and form. These problenss inchude: (i} plaving too
rigidly {as it is often preferable to keep the stnunming/picking hand and foreann looser and
more dexterous): {it) hitting the guitar #self while playing (which can lead to damaging the
zuitar, the user, or bothy: (1i1) overplaving the guitar in the strununing or picking direction
{e.g., going too far on either side of the strings when stumming up and down); andior {iv)

starting and stopping their strununing/picking hand and foreann unnecessarily

among other
such issues. Moreover, these issues arise with novice guitar users and those that have been
plaving for many years, alike.

{015} In one aspect, a device is disclosed that attaches to a mutar without any
modification {o the puitar itself and properly muides a user’s forearm while the user is playing
{e.z.. picking and/or struniming) the guitar. In one aspect, the disclosed device holds a user’s
strunuming/picking forearm sgainst the guitar and increases their focus on their wrist with
minimal forearn movement, thereby encouraging the guitar user to primarily use just thewr
strunmming/picking hand while plaving the gnitar. By deing so. the disclosed devica
encourages the guitar to narrowly focus on controlling and building acumen in their
strumning/picking hand, instead of over-relying on the range and movement thelr forearm
provides as well {which can often be counterproductive for playing and control}. Ax detatled

further below, the disclosed device also provides a guide for proper forearm direction and
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placement {and thereby also provides proper strununing/picking hand direction and
placenmient}. The disclosed device does so through, among other things, specifically shaped
and angled pads attached to the device that guide and restrict the user’s fureann while playing
the guitar.

{016} In one aspect, the device is made of materials that will not harm the surface, finish
or other materials on the guitar itself. These materials include various cotton, leather, vinyl,
andior rubber materials commmonty used in the guitar industry (e.g., in gtar straps), as well
as other materials that provide support for the claimed device, but also do not harm the
surfaces of the guitar. The device also attaches to the guitar using existing point of
connection on the guifar {e.g., one or more sirap buttons. and’or other bardware, openings, or
controls on the guitar).

[017] Fuarther, although the dlustration included mn this application primarily illusoate
the device in the context of a dreadnought shaped acoustic guitar, the claimed device can
easily be adapted for any number of body shapes and styles of acoustic guitars {e.z., juwbao
gconstic guitars, smaller body acoustic guitars, classical acoustic guitars, parlor guitars} made
by a number of well-known acoustic guitar manufacturers {e.g., C.F. Martin®, Gibson®,
Taylor®), over a mumber of specific model nunbers (e.o., CF. Martin® D-28, CF. Martin®
OM-28, C.F. Martin® D-28-12, Gibson® J-45, Gibzson® I-200, Taylor® 314}

[018] Additionally. the claimed device can also be adapted for any number of other
types, styles, and shapes of other types of guitars {e.g., scdid-body eleciric guitars. hollow-
bedy electric guiiars, electric bass guitars) made by a pumber of well-lmown eleciric andfor
bass guitar manufaciurers {e.g., Fender®, Gibson®), over a number of specific model
munbers {e.g., Fender® Swratocaster®, Fender® Telecaster®, Fender® Jarz Bass®, Fender®

Precision Bass®, Gibson® Les Pauki, Gibson® ES-335).

&
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{019} To do so. amnong other features. the disclosed device may be made up of one or
miore straps with one or more perforations to accopunoedate and/or allow access to one or
more features of the guitar {e.g.. controlk, knobs, switches, and strap bufions on the guitar), as
well as other inechanisms overlying different portions of the guitar, all over a pumber of
configurations. In any event, the disclosed device is designed to help improve a guifar user’s
abilities, and may do 50 in a aumber of ways.

{0201 In one aspect, the disclosure is directed o a removable device for positioning a
user's forearin and hand in relation to a guitar. The device includes a first strap overlying a
first portion of the guitar and having attached thereto two pads to help position the user’s
strumnming/picking forearn and band. The first strap may be made ot of various materials
{including those mentioned above) and a mummber of stinilar and/or different materials may be
interspersed throughout.

{021} For example, in one embodiment, the first sirap may be made out of cotton, nylon,
or a combination of both materials, among other possibilities. In another aspect, at one end,
the first strap may also have a first connector designed to connect o the guitar at a
predeteriined point. For example. many guitars have a strap button on the bottom-most
portion of the body to which the first strap may connect using a precut perforation designed
to fit over the strap button. At that cobnecting end, the first strap may be made of and/or
reinnforced with one or more additional materials designed to improve the stability and/or
longevity of the connection {e.g., a leather portion stitched to the end of the first strap, which
contains a precut hole that fits securely over the strap bution). In another aspect, i between
the first strap and the first connector, one or more elastic porfions may also be incorporated o
improve, mmong other tings. the ability of the first strap to stretch and move more freely to
fit different guitar shapes and sizes, ax well as allow the fivst strap to not pull nnnecessarily

against the first connector and stap bution, if the first strap is pulled or tightened.
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{622} In another aspect. the first sirap may have attached thereto one or more pads.
Additionally or alternatively, on the portion of the first strap between the two pads, one or
more elastic portions may also be incorporated to improve, simong other things, the
accommodation of different forgarm sizes to fit between the two pads, as well as to allow the
first strap o not pull unnecessarily against the first connector and strap button {or other
portions of the disclosed device), if the guitar user moves their forearm between the two pads
fe.g., while playing the guitar). These pads can also be made from a number of materials and
shaped and/or sized depending on the configuration of the device. the user, the guitar, or all
three, among other possibilities. For example. {o increase comfort and ease of use, these pads
may be made out of foam or other compressible, soft materials andior covered i materials
that are easy to clean and/or provide additional comfort, including vinvl. cotion, andfor
rabber, among other possibilities. In vet another aspect, these pads may be shaped andior
sized differently to ensure that the user’s forearm is best positioned to have the user’s wrist
and stumming/picking hand is also properly positioned in relation to the guitar {e.g., divecily
over the strings, at the proper angle). To do so, in one aspect, one or more of these pads may
be designed to promote the user’s arm in a specific direction and be contoured to securely fit
1o the angcles and/or dimensions of the uxer’s forearm. Qther exanples are possible.

{0231 In another aspect, these pads may alzo contaimn a securing portion that overlies the
user’s forearm when the forear: is placed berween the two pads, thereby further securing the
user’s forearm between the two pads. This securing portion miay be made from a variety of
materials (e.g., cotton, nvion, elastic, or some combination thereof} and attached to the two
pads using a number of differemt mechanisms that provide a custom fit for different guitar
users {e.g., a nyion strap that attaches 1o one or both pads using a hook and loop fastener
mechanism). In ancther aspect. the securing portion may not require either or both of these

pads fo secure the user's forearm. For example, the securing portion may be attached divectly

e s
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to the first strap without any pads and still be used to restrict the muotion of the user’s forearm
and/or hold the user’s forearm close 1o the guitar body. In this configuration, the secwring
portion may be made fom a variery of materials and attached %0 the first strap ysing a
munber of different mechanisms that provide a custom it for dufferent guitar users {e.g., &
nylon strap that attaches on one or both ends to the first strap using a hook and loop fastener
mechanisni).

624} In another aspect, the device includes a second strap overlying a second portion
of the guitar. The second strap may also be joined 1o the first strap via the first connector,
which i1s coupled to the guitar at a first point {e.g., a strap buiton on the boftom most portion
of the guitar). The strap itself mav be made out of various materials {including those
mentioned above) and a number of similar and/or different materials may be interspersed
throughout. For example, in one embodiment, like the first strap, the second strap may be
made out of cotton, nylon, or a combination of both materials, among ather possibilities.
625} In another aspect. at one end, the second strap may also be joined to the first
cormector. For examiple, using the strap button on the bottom-most portion of the hody, the
first strap and the second strap may be joined using a first connector made of one or more
materials that connect to the bottom-most strap button using a precut perforation designed to
fit over and secure to the strap bution. At the connecting end, the first strap, second strap, or
both may be made of one or more additional materials designed 1o improve the stability
and/or lonpevity of the connection. In another aspect, in between the second strap and the
first connector mechanisin, one or mwore elastic portions piay alse be incorporated to mprove,
among other things. the ability of the second strap to stretch to fit different guitar shapes and
sizes, as well as allow the second strap o not pull nnnecessarily against the first comector

and sirap button, if the second strap is pulled or tightened.
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626} In another aspect. the device mncludes an adjustment ipechanism for tightening
and/or loosening the device once the device is placed on the mutar. In one aspect, the
adjustinent mechanism overlies a third pottion of the guitar and ix joined to the first strap, the
second strap, the first conmector, and a second connector. The second connector, like the first
connector, may be coupled to the guitar at a cerfain point.

j027] Unlike the first connector, however, the second commector is designed to connect
to the cuitar at a predetennined poirt af, approximately, the portion of the guttar where the
guitar neck meets the guitar body. For example, the second connector may be connected o
the guitar using a strap bution on the heel block of the guitar neck or any other portion of the
zuitar body approximately where the puitar neck meets the gnitar body {e.g., the guitar neck
plate or an upper portion of the guitar body), among other possibilities. Furtherniore, the
second connector Ay attach o the guitar body and/or guitar neck using something other than
a strap button.

{028} For example, the second connector mayv aftach to the guitar using an adjustable
lanvard that extends around from the back of the guitar body and attaches to one or more
feanwres on the top portion of the guitar {e.g., placed under the fretboard, inside the sound
hole of an acoustic guitar andfor other openings on the tops of other fypes of guitars, onto one
or more conirols located on the guitar top, ete.). In a further aspect, the second connector
may be adjustable and may attach to these features on the top portion of the guitar using
materials and/or mechanizms that do not harm or require any modification of the guitar itself
{e.g., rubberized and/or plastic hooks akin to those used on some classical guitar straps).
[029] Concerning the adjustinent mechanism itself, it can take many forms, depending
on the guitar to which it is attached and the desired adjustment features. For example, in one
aspect. the adjustment miechanisin may be a geared adjustment mechanism that tightens

and/or loosens the straps and/or connectors fo which if is joined and/or atfached. In another

10
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exampie, the adjustinent mechanizn: may be an adjustable buckle andéor pull-strap system
{e.z.. a ladder lock system, a ratchet strap and cam buckle sirap system, a hook and loop
fastener mechanismy, and’or other strap systeras).

{0301 In another aspect, the adjustinent mechanism may be joined to the first strap,
second. first connector, and/or second connector using one or more elastic materials andior
onie or more additional materials designed 1o improve the stability and/or longevity of the
connectiont.  Such materials may also nprove the ability of the device components fo more
securely fit different guitar shapes and sizes. These materials may also allow the adjustment
mechanism to not pull unnecessarily against the other components of the disclosed device
and/or parts of the guitar itself, when the adjustiment mechanism 15 loosened or tightened.
Crther examples are possible,

{031} Concening the first connector and second connector, either or both may take
various forms. For example, either or both of the connectors may be components that are
specifically configured to attach to other components of the device (e g., perforated elastic
ends on one or more of the device straps). In additional or alternative embodinients, either or
hath of the connectors may be components that resemble other components of the device.
§032] For example, either or both connectors may be made of strap connponents like the
first sivap and/or second strap and overlies different portions of the guitar. For example, the
device may contain a third strap overlying a third portion of the guitar and joined to the first
strap and/or the second sirap via the first connector. a fourth stvap overlving a fourth portion
of the guitar and coupled to the guitar at a second point via the second conpector, andfor both,
among other possibilities. Further, in between the first connector and/or second connector
and whatever each is joined to, there may be one or more elastic portions {0 HAPrOve, ANONng

other things, the ability of the device components to streteh to fit different guitar shapes and

i1
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sizes, as well as allow the device components to not pull unnecessarily against each other, the
guitar’s components, and/or both.

033} In vet another aspect, one or more componenis of the disclosed device may be
made of and/or have attached thereto one or more specific materials to inprove the
performance of the device when attached o the guitar, while also not harming any surface or
contponent of the guitar. For example, one or more of the device components {e.g., one or
more of the device straps) may be made of and’or bave attached thereto a variety of low
friction materials that allow the device components to move around on and/or interact with
the guitar’s surtace without harming the guitar. These inaterials may include: velour, velver,
synihetic or natural furs, nrcrofibers, and/or cotton, among other possibilities. In other
examples, one or more of the device components (e.g., one or mowe of the device straps) may
be made of and/or have atached thereto a variety of high friction materials that allow the
device components o avoid moving around on the guitar's surface, while still not requiring
any modification to the guitar itself and without harming the guitar. These materials may
include: rubber andfor rubber materials designed to not harm the guitar’s surface {e.g., rubber
designed 1o not adversely react with a nifroceliulose finish, thereby harming the guitar’s
finish), among other possibilifies.

f0341 Descriptions of several figures are provided below to further illustrate the featurex
described above (and more).

{0351 Figure 1 provides a removable device for positioning a user’s forearm and band in
relation to a guitar according to the disclosure. The features described herein can involve
enviromments, operations, and finctionalities that are configured or formatted differently,
include additional or fewer components, include different rvpes of components, and relate 1o
one another in different ways. The device 100 attaches to a guitar and positions 3 guitar

user’s strunuming/picking hand and forearm to improve forearm, wrist, and hand dexterity
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and competence, as well as overall playing ability and form, all of which s self-contained
and does not require major modification of existing systems and/or the guitar itselfl t do so.
{36} In an exsmple embodiment, as ilustrated in Figure ¥, the device 100 may be made
up of a first strap 102, a first pad 104, a second pad 108, a securing portion 106, a first
connector 114, 3 second strap 112, an adjusunent mechanism 114, and a second connector
116, Figure }, however, depicts only one example configuration. and other configurations
are possible (and may even be preferable).

{037} In this embodiment, the first strap 102, the first pad 104, the second pad 108, the
securing portion 106, the first connector 110, the second strap 112, the adjustment
mechanism 114, the second connector 116, andfor other components may be made of cotton,
leather, vinvl, and/or plastics typically used guitar straps, but it should be understood that any
of these components may be miade of other materials.

{038} Furthermore, the first strap 102, the first pad 104, the second pad 108, the securing
portion 106, the first connector 1190, the second strap 112, the adjustment mechanizm 114, the
second connector 116, and/or other components may also be modified fo interact with a
variety of guitar types, stvles. and configurations {e.g., acoustic guitars, electric guitars, bass
zuitars, efc.), and the shape andfor dimensions of any comnponent of device 100 can be
modified to it in or infegrate with any guitar.

{035] Turning o the operation of device 100, the device 100 fits over a guitar body with
the first strap 102 overlving a first portion of the guttar with the first pad 104 and the second
pad 108 alisning where the guitar user’s forearm would be normally be placed when playing.
The first pad 104 and the second pad 108 also have atiached thereto the securing portion 106
that further secures the guitar user’s forearmi when the forearm is placed between the first pad

104 and the second pad 108, The first strap 102 also joins the first connector 110, which s

rommi
14}
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coupled to a first point of the guitar body (shown here as a strap button perforation that
conmects 1o a strap button on the botom-maost portion of the guitar body).

{0401 The device 100 also securely fits over the guitar body with the second strap 112
overlying a second portion of the guifar. The second strap 112 also joins the first conpector
110, which is coupled to the first point of the guitar body (shown here, again, as a strap
button perforation that would comect to a strap button on the bottom-most portion of the
guitar bodv}

[041} The device 100 also contains the adinstment mechanism 114 overlies a third
portion of the guitar {e.g., is placed behind the guitar body) and is connected fo the first strap
162 and the second strap 112, Adjustment mechanism 114 also joins the second connegtor
116, which is coupled to a second point of the gwitar body (shown bere. as a strap bufion
perforation that connects to a strap button on the fop-most portion of the guitar body, near
where the guitar body joins the guitar neck).

642} In operation, once the device 100 is attached to the puitar, the user can adjust the
tension of the device components by adjusting the adjustment mechanism 114, For example,
i this embodinent, the adjustment mechanisim 114 is iHlustrated as a geared mechanism. In
this embodimment. the user would furn the knob of the adjustoient miechanism 114 clockwise,
which would in tura pull one or more of the first strap 102, the first connector 1140, the second
strap 112, the second connector 116, and/or the admsonent mechanism 114 more taunt in
relation to one another, thereby further tightening and secwring the device 100 in relation to
the guitar body. Additionally or alternatively, once the device 100 s sufficiently and
securely attached in relation to the guitar body. before playing the guitar using device 100,
the user may place the forearm of ther strmming/picking hand in between the first pad 104

and the second pad 108, and then further secure the forearn in betwesn the first pad 164 and

i4
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the second pad 108 using the securing portion 106, Other examples and configurations are
possible.

f043] For example, turning to Figure 2, Figure 2 provides a removable device for
positioning a user’s forearm and band in relation o a guitar similar to the device described in
Figure 1. The features described in Figure 2 can involve envivonments, operations, and
functionalities that are configuwed or formaned differently, include additional or fewer
components, include different types of components, and relate to one another in different
ways. The device 200 attaches to a guitar and positions a guitar user’s strunuming/picking
hand and forearm fo fmprove forearn. wrist, and hand dexterity and competence, as well as
overall playing ability and forpy, all of which is self-contained and does not requive major
modification of existing systerns and/or the guitar itzelf, o do so.

j044] In an example embodinment, as iHustrated in Figure 2, the device 200, like device
100 in Figawre 1, may be made up of a first strap 202, a second strap 204, a first connector
206, a second conmector 208, and an adjustiment mechantsm 214, Unlike Figure 1, however,
Figure 2 contains a third strap 212 that contains a first elastic portion 214 and a fourth strap
216 that contains a second elastic portion 218, Again, however, Figure 2 depicts only one
example configuration, and other configurations are possible {and may even be preferable).
f045] In this embodiment, the first strap 202, the second strap 204, the first connector
206, the adjustment mechanism 210, the second connector 208, the third strap 212, the fowrth
strap 216, and/or other conponents may be made of cotton, leather, vinyl, andfor plastics
typically used puitar straps, but it should be understoed that any of these components may be
made of other materials. Additionally, the first elastic portion 214, the second elastic portion
218, and/or other components may be made of elastic or other sinular materials typically used
o allow components connectad thereto to stretch in relations to one another, baut if should be

undersiood that any of these components may be made of other materials
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j04c} Furthermore, the first strap 202, the second strap 204, the first connector 206, the
second connector 208, the adjustinent mechanism 216, the third strap 212, the first elastic
portion 214, the fourth strap 216, the second elastic portion 218, andfor other components
may also be modified to interact with a variety of guitar types, stvles, and configurations

{e.

oG

., acoustic guitars, electric guitars, bass guitars, etc.), and the shape andfor dimensions of
any component of device 200 can be modified to fit in or infegrate with any guitar.

047} Turning to the operation of device 200, the device 200 fits over a guitar body with
the first strap 202 gverlying a first portion of the guifar and the second strap 204 overlying a
second portion of the guitar. The first strap 202 and the second strap 204 also join the first
connector 206, which is coupled to the first point of the guitar body. The device 200 also
contains the adjustment mechanism 210 that is placed behind the puitar body and is
connected to the first strap 202 and the second strap 204, In Figure 2, however, the
adjustment mechanism 210 also joins the third strap 212 (containing a first elastic portion
214) and a fowrth strap 216 (containing a second elastic portion 218}

{048} In operation, in attaching the device 200 to the guitar, the user has the added
henefit of adjusting the tension of the device components by attaching the first connector 200
io the first connection pout {shown here as a strap button perforation that connects to a strap
button on the botiom-most portion of the guitar body) and attaching the second connector 208
to the second conmection point (shown here, again, as a strap bution perforation that would
connect to a strap button on the bottom-most portion of the guitar body). In doing so, the
device 200 is potentially more suited to accommodate different body shapes and styles
hecause the first elastic portion 214 and the second elastic portion 218 allow for a greater
range of acceptable displacement between the first conmection peint and the second
connection poiit when attaching the device 200 to the guitar. Other examples and

configurations are possible.

1o
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{0491 Further, in this embodunent, the adjustment mechanism 210 is iHustrated as a
geared mechanism, so when the user ums the knob of the adjnstment mechanism 210
cloclowise, the first strap 202, the second sirap 204, the first connector 206, the second
connector 208, the adjustinent mechanisim 210, the third strap 212, the first elastic portion
214, the fourth strap 216, and/or the second elastic portion 218 more tawf in relation to one
another, thereby further tghtening and secwring the device 204 in relation to the guitar body.
{Other examples and configurations are possible.

{056] Figures 3A-3C show varipus views of other example embodiments using the same
or similar components of a removable device for positioning a user’s forearm and hand in
relation to a guitar depicted in Figures | and 2.

fost} For example, Figures 3A-3C provide a removable device for positioning a user’s
forearm and hand in relation to a guitar similar to the device described in Figure 2, except as
attached to an example dreadnought shaped acoustic guitar. The features described herein
can involve environments, operations. and finciionalities that ave configured or formatied
differently, include additions! or fewer components, include different types of components,
and relate 1o one another in different ways. The device 300 atiaches to a guitar and positions
a guitar user's stnunming/picking hand and foreann to improve forearm, wrist, and hand
dexterity and competence, as well as overall plaving ability and form, all of which is self-
contained and does not require major modification of existing systems and/or the guitar itself,
to do so.

{052} Turning to Figure 3B, in this illustrated enibodimment. the second connector 302 is
shown as coupled o a strap bution on the top-most portion of the guitar body, near where the
guitar body joins the guitar neck. Again, however, the second connecior may attach to the
zaitar body and/or guitar neck using corgrections other than a strap button. For example, the

second connector may attach o the guitar using an adjustable lanyard that extends around
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from the back of the guitar body and attaches to one or more features on the top portion of the
guitar. In a fiwther aspect, the second connector may be adjustable and can attach to these
features on the top portion of the guitar using materials and‘or mechantsms that do pot harm
o7 require any modification of the guitar itselfl

j043] Turning o Figure 3B, in this illustrated embodiment, the first compector 304 is
shown as coupled to a strap button on the bottom-most portion of the guitar body. Although
the first connector 304 ix illusirated to connect with a sirap button, in should be understood
that the first connector 304 can comnnect with a vartety of types of strap button (e.g.. Fender®-
stvie strap buttons, Gibson®-style strap buttons locking strap buttons, ete.} andior other
coptponents {e.z., an input jack for an instrument cable).

54} Tumning to Figure 3C, in this illustrated embodiment, the first strap 306 1s shown
as overlying a first portion of the guitar body with the two pads aligning where the guitar
user’s forearm would be normally be placed when plaving and attached thereto a securing
portion that further secures the guitar user’s forearm when the forearm is placed between the
fwo pads. Additionally, in Figure 3C, the second strap 308 is shown as overlying a second
portion of the guitar body. Other examples and configurations are possible.

{0551 Varicus aspects and embodiments have been disclosed herein, but other aspects
and embodiments will certainly be apparent to those skilled in the art. Additionally, the
various aspects and embodiments disclosed herein are provided for explanatory purposes and
are not intendad to be limiting, with the true scope being indicated by the following clains.
Furthermore, the singular forms of the articles "3, “an,” and “the” include plural references

unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

i8
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CLAIMS
We clatm:
i A removable device for positioning a user’s forearm and hand in relation to a

guitar, wherein the removable device comprises:

a first strap overlying a first portion of the guitar and having attached thereto a
first pad and a second pad:

a second strap overlying a second portion of the guitar and joined fo the first
strap via a first connector, wherein the first connector is coupled to the gunitar at a first
point; and

an adjustment mechanism overlying a third portion of the guitar and joined to
the first strap, the second strap, the first connector, and a second connector, wherein

the second connectar is coupled w the guitar at a second point.

2. The removable device of claim 1, further comprising at least one securing

portion between the first and second pad to accommaodate the user’s forearm between the first

pad and second pad when the user’s forearm is placed under the at least one securing portion.

[F%]

The removable device of claim 1, further comprising at least one elastic

portion incorporated in the first stvap between the first and second pad.

4. The removable device of claim 1. wherein the guitar is an acoustic guitar.

Lh

The removable device of claim 1. wherein the guitar is an electric guitar.

8. The removable device of claim 1, wherein the guitar is a bass guitar,

The removable device of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first strap or

second strap contains one or more perforations.
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8. The removable device of claim 7, wherein the one or more perforations are

arranged to allow access to one or more controls of the guitar.

3. The removable device of claim 1, wherein the first sirap is joined to the first

connector via an elastic poriion.

18, The removable device of claim 1, wherein the first connector is coupled to the

guitar at the first point via a strap butfon.

i1. The removable device of claim 1, wherein the adjustinent mechanism is joined

to the second connecior via an elastic portion.

12, The removable device of clamm 1, wherein the second comnector is coupled to

the guitar at the second point via a strap button.

13, The removable device of clamm 1, wherein the second comnector is coupled to

the guitar at the second point via one or more openings on the guitar.

14, The removable device of claim 1, wherein one or more of the first strap or the
second strap comprise a high friction material between the one or more of the first strap or

the second strap and a surtace of the guitar.

13, The removable device of claim 1, wherein one or more of the first strap or the
second strap comprise a low friction material between the one or more of the first strap or the

second strap and a surface of the guitar.

i85, The removable device of claim 1, wherein the adjusiment mechanism s an

adjustable buckde.
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17, The removable device of claim 1, wherein the adjustment mechanism is a

hook and loop fastener mechanism.

|2 The removable device of claim 1, wherein the adjustinent mechanism is 3

geared mechanism.

19. A removable device for positioning 8 user’s forearm: and hand in relation to a
guitar, wherein the removable device comprises:

a first strap overlying a first portion of the guitar and having attached thereto a
first pad and a second pad, and wherein the first strap comprises at least one elastic
portion:

a second strap overlving 3 second portion of the guitar and joined to the first
strap via a first connector, wherein the first connector 1s coupled to the guitar at a first
point, and wherein the second strap comprises af least one elastic portion; and

an adjustinent mechanism overlying a third portion of the guitar and joined to
the first strap, the second strap, the first connector, and a second connector, wherein
the second connector is coupled fo the puitar at a second point, and wherein the

second connector comprises at least one elastic portion.

26, A remwovable device for positioning a user’s foreanm and hand in relation fo a
guitar, wherein the removable device comprises:
a first strap overlying a first portion of the guitar and having atached thereto a
first pad and a second pad;
a second strap overlying a second portion of the guitar and joined to the first
strap via a first connector, wherein the first connector is coupled to the gunitar at a first

point;
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a third strap overlying a third portion of the guitar and joined to the first sirap
and the second strap via the first connector:

a fourth strap ovetlving a fourth portion of the guitar and coupled o the guitar
at a second point via a second connector; and

an adjustinent mechanisin overlyving a fifth portion of the guitar and joined to

the first strap, the second strap, the third strap. and the fowrth strap.

e
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