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This.invention relates to improvements in
clasps.and more partienlarly to spring clasps
for hose supporters and the like.

Among the objects of the invention are to
provide a clasp-which is easily attached and
detached from the article supported, yet so
combined and.arrvanged that the normal sup-
porting stress tends to maintain the clasp in
the operative position.

‘Another ebiect.is to increase the area of
supporting contact without exceeding the de-
sirable thickness-and size of the clasp.

AA-further object tsto simplify the construe-
tion and operation of the clasp go:that -its
parts-may ibe formed and assembled within
Treasonable costs, and utilized in an obvious
manner.. Other-objects and advantages will
appear as the description progresses. S

Tn this specification and the.annexed draw-
ings the invention is illustrated in the form
considered.to be:the best, but I do not -wish
to be understood as confining it to this form
because it may.be.embodied. in other forms,
and it is-also to be understood that in and by
the claims following the description it is de-
sired to cover the invention in whatsoever
form it may be embodied. :

In the accompanying one sheet of draw-
ings: ’

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a hose sup-
porter clasp constructed and applied in ac-
cordance with this invention.

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section taken on
the line IT—1IX, of the same in operative posi-
tion.

Fig. 8 is a similar view of the same in the
inoperative position.

Fig. 4is a perspective view of the reverse
side of the clasp in the open or inoperative
position. _ L

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 2, illustrat-
ing the use of the clasp as a belt buckle.

Fig. 6 is a similar view showing the clasp
or buckle in the open or inoperative posi-
tion.

Tn detail the construction illustrated in the
drawings comprises the resilient bow plate 1.
This plate is formed of sheet metal having
a proper degree of spring temper, to cause
it to return to its normal form when the

+to form the transverse channel 13 cooperatin
with .the edge 8 of the oppesing jaw 6, &
form-a clamp.
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clasp is in the open or normal position. This
plate may be of any suitable outline and orna-
- mentally decorated.

The transverse hinge straps or bearings 2

and 8 are fixed in spaced relation to the back

of the plate 1 at or near its opposite ends.
The support loop 4, has its opposite ends

turned inward to extend through the hinge

strap 2 to form the pintle of this hinge. - The

bight of the loop is provided with the tubular
sleeve 5, see Fig. 4, to reduce wear on the sup-
porting strap. X, looped around .it. Hinge

straps or bearings 3 are provided with the

usnal pintle 12 . :
The jaw 6 has interspaced eyelets interlock-
ing with similar eyelets on the strap 2, and

pivoted on the said pintle of the loop 4, to

form a hinge 7 for the jaw 6, which is-thus
pivoted to the plate 1. o
~ The edge 8 of this jaw is preferably nar-
rower than the inner width of the loop &, to
form the.shoulders 9—9 which extend out-

ward of the width of the loop, see Fig. 4.

The opposing jaw 10 is provided with the

‘hinge strap 11, having a tube fixed in any

desired manner thereto cooperating with pin-
tle 12 and interlocked with the hinge straps
or bearings 3, which engage the pintle 12
to form a hinge for the jaw 10 which is there-

by pivoted to the plate 1.

=3

The 1aw 10 overlaps the edge 8 and is offse
. f-]

o G2

The combined length of the cooperating
jaws 6 and 10, between the pivets 7 and 12, is
greater than the normal distance between said
pivots on the chord line Z—Z, see Figs. 2-5.
This causes the jaws to spring past the chord
line, as in Figs. 2-5, against the resilient ten-
sion -of the curved plate 1. The tension thus

<erted tends to lock the jaws in the closed
position, ; : :

"The finger spring 14 is soldered or other-
wise secured to the body of the plate 147,

which is fixed in any suitable manner to the

back of the jaw 10. This spring bears against
the back of the plate 1 and tends to force the
jaw 10 outward to meet the jaw 6, so that

the edge 8 can engage the channel 13 before

60

]

<




(=4

10

15

2 R o T 1,770,120

the jaws are sprung into the clamping posi-

tiom. ; ‘ ,

As ahose supporter this clasp operates sub-

stantially as follows, see Fig. 3. The clasp -
is suspended from the strap X. The hem Y:

of the hose is looped over the edge 8 of the

jaw 6, the elastic strap X transmitting the

strain through-the loop 4 to the hinge 7. The

-plate 1, is then swung upward on the hinge

7 until the channel 13 engages the edge 8
with the hem of the hose interposed "and
tightly clamped when the jaws are forced
into the locked position shown in Figs. 2-5.

The hose isreleased by grasping the lateral
edges or the top of the plate 1 and swinging

~ it outward. The shoulders 9—9 being held

20

30

‘behind the loop 4 causes the jaws 6.and 10 to

separate at the knee 8—13 and swing.on
their respective pivots 7-12. '

The tension or weight applied to the loop
4 is transmitted directly to the hinge 7. The
edge 8 of the jaw 6 being behind the chord
line Z—Z, no strain applied to the loop'4 can
alter the engagement of the edges 8—13 of

‘the jaws. :

In the natural use of this clasp no va‘cciden-

‘tal openings of the jaws is probable, yet they

may be easily disengaged by pulling the plate
Lloutward, as described, or by pushing a fin-
ger.behind the loop 4 and forcing the jaw 10°
outward. S e :
Having thus described this invention ‘what

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent

iss
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1A claép conlpriéing ‘a resilient’ platé, a
pair of interspaced hinges connected to said
plate, a pair of overlapping jaws hingedly

connected to said hinges, the combined-length

of said jaws being greater than the distance
between the axes of said hinges, the free ends

of said jaws cooperating to form a clamp and

the resilient plate being so constructed as to.

‘allow locking of said clamp. .~ -

2.°A clasp comprising a resilient plate

having interspaced pivots thereon; a pair of -

overlapping jaws engaging said pivots and

having interspaced pivots thereon; a pair of
jaws hinged to said pivots and having over-
lapping opposed free ends forming a clamp,
said clamp being adapted to swing across a
chord line between the axes of said inter-
spaced -pivots due to the resilience of said
plate. ' X N

6. A clasp comprising a resilient plate, a
pair.of interspaced pivots on said plate; a
pair of jaws engaging said pivots respective-
ly and having overlapping free ends forming
a clamp; and a loop surrounding said jaws
and extending from one of said interspaced
pivots and operatively engaging one of said
jaws.

7. A clasp comprising a resilient plate; a
loop pivoted to said plate; a jaw pivoted on
said loop pivot and operatively engaging said

loop; an opposing jaw pivoted on said plate
and having:an offset free end overlapping ‘gz

the free end of said other jaw to form a clamp.
8. A clasp comprising a resilient bow plate;;

interspaced hinges fixed to said plate, a loop

adapted to encircle one of said hinges and

bent to form the pintle thereof; a jaw pivoted ‘s

on sald pintle and operatively engaging said
loop; an opposing jaw engaging said other
hinge and baving an offstt free end overlap-
ping the free end of said other jaw to form. a

clamp adapted to swing into the bow of said -

plate past a chord line through the axes of
said hinge pivots for locking said clamp; and
a spring interposed between one of said jaws

-and said plate., - S
- In testimony that T claim the foregoing T 1

:}llagg hereto set my hand this 5th day of April,
928, oo : .
- HARRY EWART DOVE,

- each other with a pivotal action, said resilient
‘plate being so constructed as to allow said
jaws to pass dead centre so as to lock said jaws

together. : . R
3. A clasp comprising a resilient bow plate

‘having interspaced pivots thereon ; a pair of

~jaws hinged to said pivots respectively and

€0

having their free ends overlapping each other
to form a clamp, said clamp being adapted to
spring past the chord line through said pivot
axes, against the resilience of said plate.

4. A clasp comprising a resilient bow plate
having interspaced pivots thereon; a pair of
jaws hinged to said pivots respectively, the
free end of one of said jaws being offset and -

- overlapping the free end of the adjacent jaw
- to form a clamp which is adapted to be locked -
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against the resilience of said plate.
5. A clasp comprising a resilient bow plate
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