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To all whom it may concern:

PATENT OFFICE.

JEAN L. BENSON, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

CLOTHES-PROTECTING DEVICE. -

1,386,755.

Specification of Letters Patent.

. Patented Aug. 9, 1821,

Application filed April 18, 1913, Serial No. 761,906. Repewed December 20, 1920. Serial No. 43%,136.

Be it known that I, Jmax L. Bewnson, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Clothes-Protecting
Devices, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to devices for pro-
tecting clothing and has for its object to
provide a new and improved device of this
description. The invention is illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a view of one form of the de-
vice embodying the invention;

Fig. 2 is a plan view with parts omitted
of the top frame piece of the device;

Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the top frame
piece of the device with the cover removed
taken on line 8—3 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken om the
line 4—4 of Fig. 2; ‘

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken on the
line 5—5 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken on line
6—6 of Fig. 1. :

Like numerals refer to like parts through-
out the several figures.

One of the objects of my invention is to
provide a simple and efficient clothes protect-
ing device which may be placed in an ordi-
nary closet or any other position and which
will protect the clothes placed therein and
can be made at little cost and easily placed
in position.

In the construction illustrated in the
drawings I provide a top frame piece 1
made of any desired material but preferably
of metal. In the construction illustrated
this frame piece is made of a metal strip or
band bent into shape and having the ends
fastened together. At one side of the top
frame piece I provide the two supporting
pieces 2 by means of which the device is held
in position. These supporting pieces may
be of any desired construction. As herein
shown, these supporting pieces are provided
with openings 8 which are enlarged at their
lower ends so as to permit the passage there-
through of the enlarged ends or heads of
nails, screws or other devices by means of
which the frame is fastened to a support.
The enlarged ends of the fastening devices
pass through the enlarged portions of the
openings and the frame is then slid down so
that the shanks of the supporting devices

enter the narrow portions of the openings.
The frame 1 is provided with the cross piece
4 which extends across the top thereof. A
hook 5 is fastened to this cross piece and the
device may be suspended from a rod by
means of this hook instead of being fastened
to the wall by the fastening pieces 2 if de-
sired. The frame 1 is provided with a
hanger support 6 which extends thereacross
and upon which clothes hangers are sus-
pended in the usual manner. The lower end
of the hook 5 preferably engages the hanger
support 6 as shown in Fig. 4.

An outside covering 7 made of some suit-
able cloth is placed over the frame 1 and is
provided at the bottom with a stiffening
piece such as the wire 8 which extends there-
around. The cover 7 is provided with slits
9 through which pass the fastening pieces 2.
In the ordinary construction of the device
there is a seam running along this edge and
the seam is simply left open at these points.
The covering is also provided with an open-
ing for the hook 5 said opening being pref-
erably provided with an eyelet 10.. A slit
11 is made in said cover through which the
clothes placed on suitable hangers are in-
serted and removed. In assembling the de-
rice a cover of cloth is placed over the frame
the stiffening piece 8 being placed therein.
The entire device is then suspended upon
suitable supports by means of the fastening
pieces 3 or is hung from a rod by means of
the hook #. The clothes are then inserted
throueh the slit 11 which closes up when
released and normally remains closed.

I claim: - ‘

1. A device for protecting clothes com-
prising a top frame piece, a cross piece ex-
tending across the top of said frame piece
in the middle thereof, a clothes hanger sup-
port extending across said frame below said
cross piece, a hook connected with said
clothes hanger support and extending up-
wardly beyond said cross piece and adapted
to be attached to a fixed support, a flexible
closed cover surrounding said frame and
supported thereon and provided with an
opening through which said hook projects.

2. A device for protecting clothes, com-
prising a flexible inclosing device, having a
flexible top and bottom and a flexible con-
necting portion connecting said top and bot-
tom, said flexible connecting portion having
a vertical self-closing slit therein through
which articles are placed in and removed
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from the inclosing device: two stiff frame
) .

pieces contained within said inclosing de-
vice, one at the top and the other at the.

bottom thereof, said frame pieces spreading
out the top and bottom of the said inclosing
device so as to form and hold it in the
shape of a hollow receptacle, both of said

“frame pieces being removably held in posi-

tion, the said frame pieces being independ-
ent -of each other, supporting means con-
nected with said top frame piece which pro-
ject-through the flexible material and which
may ‘be connected with a suitable support;
a garment hanger also connected with said

- top supporting piece, said lower frame piece

acting as a weight to automatically -close

sald slit and hold it closed when the inclos-

ing device. is- suspended” from its support,
said top and bottom -frame pieces: adapted

to be removed through said slit, so. that the

nclosing device may be collapsed for ship-
bing: ;= - - e .
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-

ture and those of two witnesses this 29th day

of March, 1913. o . o
‘ JEAN L. BENSON. .
Witnesses: ) o

Ropr. N. Burrow, .
DeNe A, Warrkss.
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