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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 

ALEXANDER. E. MCDONALD, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. 

W. P. E. W. ENT FOR RON ING ATS 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 476,403, dated June 7, 1892, 
Application filed March 20, 1891, 

To Cult zuhon, it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER. E. YEC 

DONALD, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing in Brooklyn, Kings county, New York, 
have invented certain Improvements in Im 
plements for Burnishing or Ironing Hats, of 
which the following is a specification. 

NIy invention relates to implements for 
Smoothing or ironing the nap on hats; and 
the object is to provide an implement suited 
to the use of the wearer of the hat and one 
which may be conveniently heated over an 
Ordinary gas-jet. It frequently happens that 
the nap of a silk hat requires ironing or 
burnishing while the hat does not need block 
ing and pressing. The wearer may brush it; 
but he is not provided with means for block 
ing and pressing it. My invention furnishes 
him with a simple device which may be kept 
in the dressing-case, whereby he may iron 
and burnish the hat after brushing it. 

In the accompanying drawings, which serve 
to illustrate my invention, Figure 1 is a per 
spective view illustrating the manner of 
using ray burnisher. Fig. 2 is a rear view of 
burnisher, on a comparatively large scale, 
illustrating the manner of heating it with a 
gas-jet. FigS. 3 and 4 are respectively views 
of the front end and handie end of the bur 
nisher. Fig. 5 is a longitudinal vertical mid 
Section of the burnisher. 
A is the head of the implement, which I 

call the “burnisher.’ This burnisher, which 
will be of metal, is hollow, and has by pref 
erence its face C. made concave laterally, so 
as to better fit the convex side of the hat 
body ac, as represented in Fig. 1, and as the 
hat-body is sometimes made concave longi 
tudinally the face C of the burnisher may 
be made slightly convex longitudinally to fit 
Such a Surface the better. The upper or 
other face Cl' of the burnisher may be a plane, 
as herein shown, or be slightly convex. 
B is the handle of the implement, to which 

the burnisher is attached, the latter being 
rotatively mounted with respect to the han 
dle. Fixed in the handle and forming a part 
thereof is a rod b, which has bearings in the 
respective ends of the burnisher, the latter 
turning about said rod. The burnisher may 
be mounted on the rod b, as represented in 
Fig. 5, or in any other Satisfactory manner. 
In the handle end of the burnisher is an ap 
erture g to receive the burner or pillar h of 
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a gas-jet, as seen in Fig. 2. In the ends of 
the burnisher are small perforations or ap 
ertures i, which permit the escape of Smoke 
and heated gases and admit air to the burn 
ing jet inside during the heating Operation. 
The operation is as follows: The burnisher 

is heated over the gas-jet, as seen in Fig. 2, 
and is then applied to the body of the hat, 
as seen in Fig. 1. The operator carries it 
around the hat-body, grasping the handle 
tightly and keeping the concave face of the 
burnisher pressed up to the hat. Under 
these conditions the burnisher will rotate On 
and about the rod b. The upper plane Sur 
face Cl? of the burnisher may be used on the 
flat top or crown of the hat-body, and the 
end thereof opposite to that where the han 
dle is attached may be applied to the hat 
brim. The surfaces of the burnisher will, of 
course, be smooth and polished, and the cor 
ners should be rounded off smoothly. The 
rod b forms, practically, a part of the handle 
B; but the former I usually make of metal 
and the atter of Wood. 
The characteristic features of my hat-iron 

are that it is designed to be used by the 
Wearer of the hat in his own room. It has a 
hollow revolving head provided with means 
whereby it may be conveniently heated Over 
a gas-jet, and it has its handle arranged. With 
its axis parallel with the longitudinal axis 
of the head, or substantially so, whereby the 
handle stands parallel with the axis of the 
hat-body when the implement is in use. This 
construction and arrangement is essential to 
the convenient use of the implement. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
A hand implement for burnishing or iron 

ing silk hats, comprising a handle and a 
head mounted rotatively on said handle, said 
head being provided with means for heating 
it. Over a gas-jet and having a Smooth Con 
cave ironing-face, which extends the entire 
length of said head, the handle having its 
longitudinal axis substantially parallel with 
the ironing-face of the head, as set forth. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed 
my name in the presence of two subscribing 
Witnesses. 

ALEXANDER. E. MCDONALD, . 
Witnesses: 

HENRY CONNETT, 
CHAS. A. WALSH. 

55 

7 O 

75 

85 

90 

95 

Ioo 

  


