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tronic devices and that give the appearance of being permanently built mnto a
wall. The pieces of furniture comprise panels which can easily be removed
and which house and hide wires of electronic devices, giving the appearance
e )| that the wires are housed beyond the wall. Additionally, the pieces of fur-

! niture are designed to have electronic devices mounted thereon with little
mounting (1.e., studs are unnecessary) or no mounting to secure the piece of
furniture onto the wall.
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CUSTOMIZABLE MOUNTING SYSTEM FOR FURNITURE

[001] This paragraph intentionally left blank.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

l. Field of the Invention

[002] This disclosure relates to pieces of, and customizable mounting systems for,
furniture, including freestanding furniture for housing televisions, stereos, computers, and

other related electronic equipment, as well as for storage, bookcases, fireplaces, and benches.
2. Description of Related Art

[003] Historically, mounting systems for furniture and associated shelving have
required the systems to be secured to the studs in the wall to prevent tipping or pulling away of
the furniture from the wall and to adequately secure the furniture. This often limited the
placement of mounted furniture to particular spaces in a room or office where such studs were
placed. Further, it often required drilling or bolting of the furniture to the wall or floor in such
a manner that visually marred the floor or wall surface and limited any subsequent movement
of the furniture. Alternatively, prior mounting systems for furniture prevented tipping of the
furniture by utilizing a footprint substantially larger than that of the furniture being mounted
and that often interfered with wall molding and would not allow the system to be flush with the

wall.

1004] Accordingly, there is a need for mounting systems for furniture that do not have
the above limitations but rather permit furniture to be mounted in multiple places in a room or
office, without reference to the placement of wall studs, such that the furniture can be readily

moved within the room or office subsequent to installation and without marring the surfaces
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of the walls or floor. There 1s also a need for a mounting system for furniture that does not
require a footprint larger than the furniture itself and that permits the system to be flush with
the wall and not interfere with the wall molding, for example.

[005] Further, prior mounting systems for furniture and associated shelving were limited to
pre-selected designs and placement of the furniture pieces on such systems. This severely
limited the design choices of the owner or use of such furniture.

[006] Accordingly, there 1s a need for customizable mounting systems for furniture that do
not limit the owner or user of the furniture to only one pre-selected arrangement of furniture
pieces and accessories.

[007] It 1s also known that electronic equipment 1s generally located and stored on some
type of shelving system, console, stand or desk for convenient operation and use. For
example, a home entertainment center (or stereo console) 1s a piece of furniture seen 1n many
homes, which houses major electronic items, such as a television set, a VCR and/or DVD
player, stereo components (such as an AM/FM tuner, multi-disc compact disc changer, record
player, one or more cassette players and graphic equalizer), and cable or satellite television
receivers. Furthermore, desks are often used in homes and offices to store computers,
printers, phones and other associated electronic equipment. These electronics typically
require some type of cords, cables and/or wires (which are generally referred to herein as
wires) either interconnected with the electronics or connected to an electrical outlet.
Typically, though, the electronics are spatially separated such that these wires are easily
viewable and visually unappealing. In the alternative, large entertainment centers and desks
were used to house all the electronics and hide the wires. Such entertainment centers and
desks, however, were often very bulky and greatly contrasted with the appearance of the wall.
[008] The invention of the flat panel televisions and computer monitors has substantially

reduced the need for these large pieces of furniture. Furthermore, these flat panel televisions
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are very thin in comparison to the older, conventional CRT televisions, making them suitable
for wall-mounting. As a result, smaller pieces of furniture can be utilized to house the
remaining electronics.

[009] Wall-mounting of televisions, however, has problems of its own. While flat panel
televisions are much smaller than conventional CRT televisions, they are still very heavy.
Thus, the flat panel televisions are typically mounted with large screws and mounted into
studs on the wall. Furthermore, because the flat panel televisions 1s mounted to the wall, 1t 1s
separated from the remaining interconnected electronics (e.g., cable box, DVR player,
surround system, etc.) and lacking an efficient wire management system. Thus, visually
unappealing exposed wires run along the wall from the flat panel televisions to these
electronics.

[010] Moreover, a wall 1s a permanent structure and provides no access points to hide the
wires and run the wires within the wall. Therefore, to alternatively run wires within the wall
(and thus hide the wires), the dry wall had to be removed, a wire management system
installed (e.g., a conduit for running wires from the television down to the remaining
interconnected electronics with openings at different points where electronic devices are
located), and a new dry wall permanently installed over the wire management system. And
since the dry wall 1s permanent, it can be very difficult to add or remove wires, requiring
fishing the wire in or out of the different openings within the conduit. Thus, although the
wires may run behind the wall to hide the visually unappealing exposed wires, this 1s a very
costly, time-consuming, and difficult process, requiring significant structural and aesthetic
changes to the wall 1n order to hide the wires and to access them again after they have been
concealed.

[011] Accordingly, there 1s a need for sleeker and slimmer furniture for housing modern

electronics with an efficient design and system for managing wires.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[012] The tfollowing 1s a summary of the invention in order to provide a basic understanding
of some aspects of the invention. This summary 1s not intended to 1dentify key or critical
elements of the invention or to delineate the scope of the invention. The sole purpose of this
section 1s to present some concepts of the invention 1n a simplified form as a prelude to the
more detailed description that 1s presented later.

[013] Because of above described and other problems in the art, described herein, among
other things are various types of mounting systems for furniture that use the wall and floor to
house electronic devices without the requirement of securing or mounting the frame to wall
studs, that are readily customizable, and that house differing types of electronics or other
household 1items and wires 1n an efficient and visually appealing manner. In an embodiment,
the piece of furniture for housing electronic devices and configured to be placed against a
wall, the piece of furniture comprises: at least two uprights having top ends, bottom ends,
frontsides, and backsides, the backsides being sized and shaped to be placed against a wall
and the backsides of the uprights defining a plane; at least one cross-beam interconnecting the
uprights; at least one shelf for holding electronic devices, the shelf being removably
connected to the cross-beam and extending beyond the frontsides of the uprights; a
loadbearing base connected to the bottom ends of the uprights; and a panel for concealing
wires of electronic devices, the panel being removably connected to the uprights in such a
way that an internal space 1s created between the panel and the plane defined by the backsides
of the uprights.

[014] In some embodiments, the piece of furniture further comprises plates connected
between the uprights for mounting a television to the piece of furniture. In other

embodiments, the loadbearing base extends beyond the frontsides of the uprights.
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[015] In one embodiment, the backsides of the uprights are sized and shaped to be
placed flush against a wall such that the piece of the furniture appears to be part of and integral
with the wall. The base may be offset from the plane defined by the backsides of the uprights,

the base being sized and shaped to be substantially flush against molding on the wall.

[016] In another embodiment, the base includes a removable covering for enclosing
an interior space within the base. The base may also comprise a fireplace in an embodiment. In
still other embodiments, an internal space is created between the panel and the wall when the

piece of furniture 1s placed against the wall.

[017] Also disclosed herein is a system for housing electronic devices, the system
comprising: a wall; and a piece of furniture for housing electronic devices and configured to be
mounted against the wall. In this embodiment, the piece of furniture comprises: at least two
uprights having top ends, bottom ends, frontsides, and backsides, the backsides being sized and
shaped to be placed against a wall and the backsides of the uprights defining a plane; at least
one cross-beam interconnecting the uprights; at least one shelf for holding electronic devices,
the shelf being removably connected to the cross-beam and extending beyond the frontsides of
the uprights; a loadbearing base connected to the bottom ends of the uprights; and a panel for
concealing wires of electronic devices, the panel being removably connected to the uprights in

such a way that an internal space is created between the panel and the wall.

[018] In one embodiment, the piece of furniture is mounted to the wall. In other
embodiments, the piece of furniture further comprises plates connected between the uprights
for mounting a television to the piece of furniture. In another embodiment, the backsides of
the uprights are placed flush against a wall such that the piece of the furniture appears to

be part of and integral with the wall. The base also may be offset from the wall and sized and
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shaped to be substantially flush against molding on the wall. In yet another embodiment, an

internal space is created between the panel and the wall.

[019] Also disclosed herein is a piece of furniture for housing electronic devices and
configured to be mounted against a wall, the piece of furniture comprising: at least two
uprights having top ends, bottom ends, frontsides, and backsides, the backsides being sized and
shaped to be mounted against a wall and the backsides of the uprights defining a plane; at least
one cross-beam interconnecting the uprights; at least one shelf for holding electronic devices,
the shelf being removably connected to the cross-beam and extending beyond the frontsides of
the uprights; and a loadbearing base connected to the bottom ends of the uprights. The uprights
of this piece of furniture are hollow and include a plurality of holes for housing wires of

electronic devices.

1020] In one embodiment, the piece of furniture further comprises plates connected
between the uprights for mounting a television to the piece of furniture. In another
embodiment, the backsides of the uprights are sized and shaped to be flush mounted against a
wall such that the piece of the furniture appears to be part of and integral with the wall. The
base also may be offset from the wall and sized and shaped to be substantially flush against
molding on the wall. The piece of furniture also may be mounted to the wall by bolting the

backsides of the uprights to the wall.
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[021] Brief Description of the Drawings

[022] FIG. 1 provides a perspective view of an embodiment of the piece of furniture.

[023] FIG. 1A provides a perspective view of the embodiment of FIG. 1 depicting the
details of the loadbearing base.

[024] FIG. 1B provides a perspective view of the embodiment of FIG. 1 depicting the
details of the removable panel and wire management system,

[025] FIG. 2 provides a perspective view of the embodiment of FIG. 1 depicting the details
of the various parts of this embodiment.

[026] FIG. 3 provides a perspective view of an alternative embodiment of the piece of
furniture.

[027] FIG. 3A provides a perspective view of the embodiment of FIG. 3 depicting the
details of the television mount.

[028] FIG. 4 provides a perspective view of the embodiment of FIG. 3 depicting the details
of the various parts of this embodiment.

[029] FIG. 5 provides a perspective view of an alternative embodiment of the piece of
furniture.

[030] FIG. 6 provides a perspective view of an alternative embodiment of the piece of
furniture.

[031] FIG. 6A provides a perspective view of the embodiment of FIG. 6 depicting the
details of the wire management system.

[032] FIG. 7 provides a perspective view of an alternative embodiment of the piece of
furniture.

[033] FIG. 7A provides a perspective view of the embodiment of FIG. 7 depicting the

details of the various parts of this embodiment.
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[034] FIG. 8 provides a perspective view of an alternative embodiment of the piece of

furniture.
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DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S):

[035] The electronic storage units and pieces of furniture of the present disclosure have
numerous advantages over currently known units and systems for storing electronics. First,
the known pieces of furniture were often large and bulky, contrasting greatly with the wall
against which the units were placed. This unnecessarily increases the costs of manufacture,
while also decreasing the visual appearance. The pieces of furniture of the present disclosure
are generally sleek, slim and visually appealing, appearing as though the unit were part of the
wall which simultaneously being freestanding (i.e., placed against a wall) with little or no
mounting to a wall (i.e., mounting to a stud 1s unnecessary).

[036] Second, the known electronic storage units require that the television be mounted and
secured directly to the wall. Thus, the mounting requires installation into studs in the wall 1n
order to support the weight of the television, creating unsightly holes in the wall. The pieces
of furniture of the present disclosure, by having an integrated television mount and a weight-
bearing base, give the appearance of a television secured to the wall but generally do not
require mounting to studs, and at most, require minimally mounting onto the wall in order to
prevent the unit from tipping forward (i.e., as opposed to mounting to support the weight of
the electronics device(s)).

[037] Third, because the television is typically mounted a significant distance above the
other interconnected electronics, the wires between the electronics are either exposed or
hidden behind the wall. The exposed wires are visually unappealing; however, it 1s very
costly and requires significant structural changes to the wall in order to hide the wires behind
the wall. The pieces of furniture of the present disclosure, with their removable panels or
other disclosed wire management systems, efficiently hide and manage the wires, while
maintaining the appearance of a television mounted to the wall. In other words, the units

essentially recreate a wall (and thus appear built into the existing wall) in a format that allows
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cables, cords, and wires to be hidden from the exposed, exterior surface of the unit. In this
regard, the panels of the units are offset from the wall, and thus create a hollow space
between the panel and the wall, which hides the wires from view while still allowing for
easily access to the wires. Furthermore, both the panels and the shelves of the present
disclosure can be added and removed with ease and without the need for tools.

[038] The present disclosure 1s directed to various types of mounting systems for furniture
that use the wall and tloor to house electronic devices without the requirement of securing or
mounting the frame to wall studs, that are readily customizable, and that house differing types
of electronics or other household items and wires 1in an efficient and visually appealing
manner. With reference to FIGS. 1-8, customizable mounting systems for furniture will be
described according to several embodiments of the present invention.

[039] Turning now to FIGS. 1 through 8, a unit or piece of furniture (100), in accordance
with various embodiments of the invention, are shown. The pieces of furniture (100) pictured
in FIGS. 1-6 are generally comprised of five main elements: a frame (101), removable panels
(102), shelves (103), a base (104), and mount brackets (105). However, not all the elements
are necessary. For example, the embodiments of the system (100) in FIGS. 7-8 do not have
the mount brackets (105). In these embodiments a computer monitor (220) may be placed on
a shelf (103). Additionally, a television could also be placed on a shelf (103) for use of the
system (100) as a television stand. Additionally, the embodiments of the piece of furniture
(100) in FIGS. 7 and 8 do not have the removable panels (102). Instead, as discussed more
fully below, the uprights (110) are used to efficiently manage the wires.

[040] The structure of the frame (101) varies slightly in the disclosed embodiments. For
example, in the embodiments in FIG. 1-6, the frame (101) 1s comprised of two substantially
vertical uprights (110) connected together with a beam (111), back plates (130) and a base

(104). The backsides of the uprights (110) are generally sized and shaped to be placed

10
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against a wall. In some embodiments, this enables the piece of furniture (100) to be placed
flush against a wall. In other embodiments, it may be desirable or necessary to mount the
backsides of the uprights (110) to the wall in order to help house the electronic devices and to
ensure the piece of furniture (100) does not topple. These embodiments are sized and shaped
accordingly. Generally, however, the piece of furniture (100) 1s designed to sufficiently
withstand the weight of the electronic devices such that the piece of furniture (100) does not
need to be mounted to studs 1n the wall (201). In other words, piece of turniture (100) itselt
1s weilght-bearing, removing the need to have the wall bear the weight of the television. It
mounting of the piece of furniture (100) 1s desired, this 1s merely to prevent the unit (100)
from tipping (and not to support the weight of the television or other electronic devices.

[041] The back plates (130) are substantially horizontal and substantially perpendicular to
the uprights (110) and connected near the top ends (112) of the uprights (110). The television
(200) 1s connected to the mount brackets (105), which can then be removably attached to the
back plates (130), as suggested by FIGS. 1-6. As one of ordinary skill in the art would
readily appreciate, the precise configuration for mounting a television described herein (i.e.,
the back plates (130) and mount brackets (105)) are by no means the only type of television
mount that could be incorporated into the piece of furniture of the present disclosure. Other
television mounts, as that term 1s readily understood, would be appropriate for use in the
piece of furniture of the present disclosure. (Generally, when a television or other electronic
device 1s mounted to the piece of furniture (100), it 1s desirable to mount the piece of
furniture (100) to the wall (201).

[042] Additionally, the base (104), connected near the bottom ends of the uprights (110), 1s
load-bearing and adds extra stability to the piece of furniture (100). In other words, this base
(104) provides sufficient support such that the piece of furniture (100) will not topple forward

when the television (200) 1s attached and when the piece of furniture (100) 1s placed against a

11
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wall (201). As a result of this configuration, advantageously, the television (200) does not need
to be mounted directly to the wall (201). While the piece of furniture (100) may be mounted to
the wall (201), this connection merely provides additional support 1t so desired and i1t 1s not

necessary to bolt the piece of furniture (100) to studs in the wall (201).

1043} As noted above, the base (104) of the frame (101) preferably has a depth
sufficient to withstand the force of the television (200) such that mounting the piece of
furniture (100) to the wall (201) 1s unnecessary. While the depth of this base 1s by no means
necessary (as shown, for example, in FIGS. 6-8), the depth of the base (104) also provides
other advantages; specifically, the base (104) is deep enough to house other electronic wire
management devices, such as a power strip (301), as shown in FIG. 1. In this embodiment, the
electronic wire management device 1s hidden by placing a panel (102) in front of the base,
which acts as a covering, enclosing an interior space within the base (104). In an alternative
embodiment, a portion of the base (104), such as the front (1040), top (1042) or sides (1041),
may be removable in order to hide or cover these devices, as suggested in FIGS. 3-5. While a
power strip (301) is disclosed in this embodiment, it i1s by no means the only such wire
management device and any other similar device could also be stored in the base (104); for
example, although not depicted, an internet router could be stored in the base (104). In yet

another embodiment, the base (104) may comprise an electronic fireplace (500), as shown In

F1G. 5.

[044] In an alternative embodiment, the base (104) may have a much shorter depth, as
shown 1n FIGS. 6-8. In such embodiments, it may be necessary to secure the piece of furniture
(100) to the wall, preferably into studs in the wall (201), to prevent the piece of furniture (100)

from toppling when a television (200), a computer monitor (220), or the like 1s stored thereon,

[045] In a preferred embodiment, the base (104) i1s also offset from the wall (201) at a
sufficient distance such that the backsides of the uprights (110) are substantially flush against

12
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the wall (201) while the base (104) 1s substantially flush against any molding on the wall
(201). Such a configuration 1s shown and suggested in FIGS. 3-8. This configuration
advantageously gives the appearance that the piece ot furniture (100) 1s part of and integral
with the wall (201) even 1n the event the piece of furniture is not attached to the wall but is

freestanding.

[046] Additionally, in the embodiments in FIGS. 1-2, the frame (101) 1s comprised of
any known suitable metal and has multiple metal beams (111) that are substantially horizontal
and substantially perpendicular to the metal uprights (110) and connected towards the bottom
ends (113) of the uprights (110). Alternatively, the frame (101) and uprights (110) may be

wood, as shown 1n FIGS. 3-5.

[047] [n the embodiments in FIGS. 1-2, at least one cantilever (120) is removably
connected to at least one of the beams (111). These cantilevers (120) serve to support the
shelves (103), which are removably placed thereon and without the need for tools. Generally,
various types of electronics (300) are placed on the shelves (103). However, the shelves (103)
can store any article that one would typically store on a console, such as vases, picture frames,
lamps, books, and the like. While cantilevers (120) are shown in the depicted embodiment in
FIGS. | and 2, any sort of support could be used for the shelves (103), as one of ordinary skill
in the art would readily recognize. For example, in the embodiments in FIGS. 3-5, a single
metal support (1030) 1s used to support the shelves (103), as shown in FIG. 5 and suggested in
FIGS. 3-4. In these embodiments, the metal support (1030) 1s a single metal cross-beam
connected to the uprights (110). The shelves (103) can then be placed on top of the metal

support (1030), or alternatively, the shelves (103) may have holes in them, such that the
shelves (103) may slide into the metal support (1030), as shown in FIG. 7.

(048] Preferably, the piece of furniture (100) of the embodiments in FIGS. [-5 and 8
have removable panels (102). These panels (102) are connected to the frame (101) behind the

13
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shelves (103) and between the beams (111) and uprights (110), resulting in an internal space
between the panels (102) and a plane defined by the backsides of the uprights (110). This
configuration advantageously results 1in an internal, hollow space between the panels (102)
and the wall (201) which can be used to house and hide electronic wires (107). The panels
(102) are preferably removably connected 1s such a manner that the panels (102) can be
connected and removed without the need for tools, for example, by way of a spring ball
connection, a hanger connection, or the like. Additionally, these panels (102) preferably have
some type of opening, such as a curved bottom on the panel (102), when connected to the
frame (101). Alternatively, the panels (102) may be flat and inserted slightly above the
corresponding shelf (103), creating an opening there between, such that the wires (107) can
be placed and inserted in this opening, as shown in FIGS. 3-5 and 8. As a result, in either
situation, when electronics (300) are placed on the shelves (103), the wires (107) connecting
the electronics and plugging into the outlet are advantageously hidden behind the panels
(102), as shown and suggested in FIGS. 1-5 and 8. Furthermore, the wires (107) are hidden
behind the panels (102), giving the appearance that the wires (107) are behind the wall (201)
but advantageously without the need to change or alter the structure of the wall (201). Even
if the panels (102) are not used to hide wires, the panels (102) are often used to hide at least a
portion of the frame (101).

[049] As noted herein and throughout, the design of the piece of furniture (100)
advantageously provides the appearance that the piece of furniture (100) does not comprise a
modular furniture unit at all, but instead comprises a furniture unit which has been
permanently built into or part of the wall (201). In other words, the piece of furniture (100)
essentially recreates a wall 1n a format that allows for wires and cords to be hidden within the
recreated wall (i.e., the piece of furniture), which gives the appearance that the cords or wires

are hidden within the actual wall (201).
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[050] As an alternative means of wire management, the uprights (110) of the frame (101)
may be hollow and a sufficient thickness to house the wires in the uprights (110), with the
wires being inserted into holes (150) 1n the uprights (110). Such a configuration is disclosed
and suggested 1n FIGS. 6-7.

[051] Although not described in detail, numerous other embodiments are possible in
accordance with the present invention. Several different of these embodiments are shown
and depicted herein.

[052] Taken together, the piece/unit of furniture creates new opportunities for
advantageously storing electronic equipment and for mounting furniture in a versatile and
customizable manner. This design 1s slim and sleek and gives the appearance not only that
the piece of furniture 1s built into and part of the wall but also that the television 1s mounted
to the wall, and without changing the structure of the wall. Furthermore, mounting to the
wall 1s not required to support the weight of the electronic devices stored thereon. In other
words, a television can advantageously be securely mounted to the unit without the need of
mounting the television or piece of furniture directly into the wall. In other words, heavy-
duty mounting (e.g., weight-bearing mounts to studs) 1s unnecessary, and preventing the unit
from tipping forward would be the only reason, if at all, to mount the piece of furniture to the
wall (and this mounting is minimal at that). Moreover, wires are able to be efficiently
managed and hidden with this design and piece of furniture. This 1s largely accomplished
with the unit’s removable panels which are offset from the wall, and thus create a hollow
space between the panel and the wall, which hides the wires from view while still allowing
for easily access to the wires and maintaining the appearance of a television mounted to the
wall. In other words, the units essentially recreate a wall (and thus appear built into the
existing wall) 1in a format that allows cables, cords, and wires to be hidden from the exposed,

exterior surface of the unit. Lastly, both the panels and the shelves of the unit can be added
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and removed with ease and without the need for tools, allowing even greater access to the
wires and electronic devices.

[053] While the invention has been disclosed in conjunction with a description of certain
embodiments, including those that are currently believed to be the preferred embodiments,
the detailed description 1s intended to be illustrative and should not be understood to limit the
scope of the present disclosure. As would be understood by one of ordinary skill in the art,
embodiments other than those described in detail herein are encompassed by the present
invention. Modifications and variations of the described embodiments may be made without

departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.
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CLAIMS:

1. A piece of turniture for housing electronic devices and configured to be placed against a wall,
the prece of furniturc comprising:

at least two uprights having top ends, bottom ends, frontsides, and backsides, the backsides
being sized and shaped to be placed against the wall and the backsides of the uprights defining a plane;

a cross-beam interconnecting the uprights;

a shelf for holding the electronic devices, the shelf being removably connected to the cross-
beam and extending beyond the frontsides of the uprights;

a loadbearing base connected to the bottom ends of the uprights, the loadbearing basc having a
top generally perpendicular to the uprights; and

a panel for concealing wires of the electronic devices, the panel being removably connected to
the uprights between the loadbearing base and the cross-beam and creating an internal space between
the panel and the plane defined by the backsides of the uprights and the internal space includes
substantially all of the top of the loadbearing base said panel being curved and extending beyond the
frontsides of the uprights, and said cross-beam being curved and extending beyond the frontsides of
the uprights such that a frontmost surface of the panel is substantially flush with an outermost surface

of the cross-beam.

2. The piece of furniture of claim 1 further comprising plates connected between the uprights for

mounting a television to the piece of furniture.

3. The piece of turniture of claim 1 or 2, wherein the loadbearing base extends beyond the

frontsides of the uprights.

4. The piece of turniture of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein when the backsides of the uprights

are placed tlush against the wall the piece of furniture appears to be part of and integral with the wall.

J. The piece of furniture of any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the internal space is created

between the panel and the wall when the piece of furniture is placed against the wall.

6. A system for housing electronic devices, the system comprising:

a wall; and
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a picce of furniture for housing the electronic devices and configured to be mounted against
the wall, the piece of furniture comprising:
at least two uprights having top ends, bottom ends, frontsides, and backsides, the
backsides being sized and shaped to be placed against the wall and the backsides of the
uprights defining a plane;
a cross-beam interconnecting the uprights;
a shelf tor holding the electronic devices, the shelf being removably connected to the
cross-beam and extending beyond the frontsides of the uprights;
a loadbearing base connected to the bottom ends of the uprights, and having a top generally
perpendicular to the uprights; and
a panel tor concealing wires of the electronic devices, the panel being removably connected to
the uprights between the shelf and the loadbearing base and creating an internal space between the
panel and the wall, and the internal space encloses substantially all the top of the loadbearing base said
panel being curved and extending beyond the frontsides of the uprights, and said cross-beam being
curved and extending beyond the frontsides of the uprights such that a frontmost surface of the panel

1s substantially flush with an outermost surface of the cross-beam.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the piece of furniture 1s mounted to the wall.

8. The system of claim 6 or 7, further comprising plates connected between the uprights for

mounting a television to the piece of furniture.

9. The system of any one of claims 6 to 8, wherein when the backsides of the uprights are placed

flush against the wall, the piece of furniture appears to be part of and integral with the wall.

10. The piece of furniture of any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the cross-beam extends beyond the

trontsides of the uprights an amount less than the shelf extends beyond the frontsides of the uprights.

11. The piece of furniture of claim 10, wherein the loadbearing base extends beyond the frontsides

of the uprights substantially the same amount as the cross-beam.

12. The piece of furniture of any one of claims 1 to 5 or 10 to 11, wherein the panel is in contact

with the cross-beam.
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13. The piece of furniture of any one of claims 1 to 5 or 10 to 12, further comprising:
a second cross-beam interconnecting the uprights;

a second shelf for holding electronic devices, the second shelf being removably connected to

the second cross-beam and extending beyond the frontsides of the uprights;

a second panel for concealing the wires of the electronic devices, the second panel being
removably connected to the uprights and creating a second internal space between the second panel
and the plane defined by the backsides of the uprights, the second panel is located between the shelf

and the second shelf, and the second internal space does not include substantially all of a top of either

the shelf or the second shelf.

14. The piece of turniture of claim 13, wherein the second panel is in contact with the top of one

of the shelf or the second shelf.

15. The piece of turniture of claim 13, wherein the second panel is not in contact with the top of

either the' shelf or the second shelf.
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