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Thisinvention relatesto a Safetyguard Whichis particu 

1ariyadapted for use on electrical Wal SocketS. 
Itis an objectofourinvention to provide Such a Safety 

guard which normaly covers al of the Socket ppeningS. 
Through a single control,al of the Socket openings may 
be exposed simultaneously for use. If only one Set of 
openingsisused,the guard automaticaly covers the Open 
ings which are notin use. If a plugis remCVed from a 
socket,the safety guard automatically clCSes the Socket 
openings upon removal of the plug, 
Another object of ourinvention is to provide a safety 

guard of the type described which eliminates the poSSi 
bity of electrical shock,fire or injury from partialy 
exposed plugs or electrical contacts, 

It is also among the objects of our invention to pro 
vide a safetyguard which holds loose plugs in the socket 
and which protects them from accidentalyslipping out. 
Afurther object of our invention is to provide a Safety 

guard which is adapted to fit over existing wal Sockets 
and whichis simple and rapid to instal. 

Stil another object of ourinvention is to provide Such 
a Safetyguard which is simple and economical to manu 
facture and which is capable of being sold at a reason 
able price for quantity manufacture and use. 
Our invention also comprises such other objectS,ad 

vantages and capabilities as wil later more fuliy appear 
and which are inherently possessed by ourinvention. 
While we have shown in the accompanying drawings 

preferred embodiments of our invention,it Should be 
understood that the same are susceptible of modification 
and change without departing from the spirit of our in 
Vention. 

Referringto the drawings, 
FIG,1 is a front elevational view of a preferred em 

bodiment of ourinventionin use,with concealed portions 
shown in dotted lines; - 
FIG.2isa Side elevationalview ofthe same; 
FIG,3is a Sectional view of the Same,taken on ine 

3?3 of FIG.2,with the guard shown in open position as 
opposed to the closed positionshown in FIGS.1 and 2; 
FIG.4is a similarsectional view ofthe same,showing 

the bottom portion open andin use and the top portion 
closed; 
FIG,5is a Sectional view Similar to F?G,4 ofanother 

embodiment of ourinvention. 
A preferred embodiment which has been Selected to 

illustrate ourinventionisshown in FIGS.1?4 ofthe draw 
ings. Itis adapted to be used with a conventional wal 
Socket structure which includes a pair ofsockets ?0 and 
1l and a face plate 12. At the option of the manufac 
turer, Our Safetyguard may be formed to fit over a con 
Ventional face plate 12 or the face plate may be formed 
asthe backwal ofoursafetyguard. 
Our Safetyguard comprises a rectangular box-like en 

closure 13 having a front wal ?4,top wall ?5,bottom 
wall 16 and Side walls 7 and ?8,The front wal114 is 
provided with a pair of elongated openings 19 and 29, 
which are aligned with the sockets 10 and ?1 when our 
Safetyguardis mounted overthe wallsocket. The open 
ings 19and20 are dimensioned to receive conventionaiy 
formed male electrical plugs. 

Aslide member21is mountedforvertical sliding move 
ment within the enclosure 13 between the face plate 12 
ofthe waisocketandthe frontwal114 ofthesafetyguard, 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

70 

2 
The slide member 2?is provided with an operating con 
trol 22 which extends through a slot 49 in the top wai 
?5 of the enclosure 13,The control 22 normaly pro 
trudes a Substantial distance above the top wall ?5. 
The enclosure 13 is provided with studs 23,which ex 

tend horizontaily rearwardy from the inner surface of 
the front wal 14,One pair of studs 23 is disposed on 
Opposite Sides of each of the openings ?9 and 23,being 
Substantialy aligned with the upper edges ofthe openings. 
The Side member2íis provided atits uppersideedges 

with a pair of Verticaly directed upper slots24 and 25, 
whichextend around the upperstuds23. Theinnersides 
of the Slots24and 25are defined bya pair of downyardy 
directed arms 43 and 44. The outer sides of the sicts 
24 and 25are defined by a pair of longer downwardy di 
rected arms 45 and 46,the outer Sides of which are dis 
poSed adjacent to the side wals 17 and ?8 of the enclo 
Sure i3. 
An upper bar47 is disposed directly beneath the Iower 

ends of the arms 43 and 44 of the slide member2?. ?he 
upper bar 47is provided with a pair of horizontaly di 
rected bosses 26 and 27,which extend across the lower 
ends of the upper Slots24 and25, 
A pair of upper coil Springs 23 and 29 are mounted 

Within the upper slots24 and 25,with their upper ends 
Secured to the upper Studs 23 and their lower ends se 
cured to the bosses 26 and 27. The upper springs 28 
and29 are normaly contracted and act to urge the upper 
bar 47 upwardy within the enclosure i3. The upper 
edge of the upper bar 47in turn engages the lower ends 
Of the arms 43 and 44 and thus urges the side member 
21 upWardly. 
A horizontaly directed lower bar 48 is disposed be 

neath the lower ends of the longer arms 45 and 46,The 
1ower bar43is provided with a pair of lowerslots3@ and 
3?,which are disposed beneath the lower studs23. The 
bottom ends of the lower slots 3@ and3? are ciosed of 
by horizontaly directed portions 32 and 33 respectively 
Of the lower bar 48. Apair of 1ower springs 34 and 33 
reSpectively are mounted within the lower slots 3@ and 
3?. The upper ends of the lower springs 34 and 35 are 
Secured to the lower studs 23. The bottom ends of the 
lower Springs 34 and 35 are secured to the horizontaly 
directed portions 32 and 33 of the iower bar 48. The 
1ower Springs 34 and35 are normaly contracted and act 
to uTge the lower bar 48 upwardly within the enclosure 
13,The upperedge ofthe lower bar 48inturn engages 
the Ower ends of the arms 45 and 46 and thus urges the 
side member21 upwardly. 
The upperpart ofthe side member2?isprovided with 

a centrally disposed cut away portion which combines 
with the upper edge of the upper bar 47to form a rec 
tangular upper opening which upon downward movement 
of the Slide member2 and upper bar47isadapted to be 
brought into alignment with the upper opening ?9 ofthe 
enclosure f3 to expose the uppersocket19, 
The area between the Iower edge of the upper bar 47 

and the upper edge of the lower bar48 is open andthis 
Open area is adapted upon downward movement of the 
side member 21 and lower bar 48 to be broughtinto 
alignment with the lower opening 2@ of the eaclosure 
13to eXpoSe the lowersocket11. 
The Safety guard is remoyably attached to the wal 

Socket by a Screw 49,which extends through a central 
Opening in the front wal ?4 of the enclosure ?3. The 
Screw 49 has an elongated shank which extends through 
the conventional openingin the center of the face plate 
12.into the conventional screw threaded openingin the 
Wal socket by means of which the face plate12isordi 
narily mounted on the wall Socket, 
The upper bar 47is provided withaverticaly directed 

downwardly open slot41,whichis disposeddirectlyabove 






