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This invention relates to folders employed in
business and professionial offices for filing letters,

legal papers, and the like, and particularly to de-

. vices of this category employing means for de-
5 tachably retammg the contents of the folders in
place.

Most folders are made of a ﬂex1b1e cardboard:

material, the folded edge portions being fre-

quently made expansible to accommodate variou’s,

thicknesses of papers: and in many instances
special devices are employed in order to neatly
and firmly hold the contents in place. Among
these devices are wire clips of ‘the type that re-

.. quire their complete detachment from the folder
15 in order to insert or remove a sheet, and various
other types of clips that constitute permanent
appurtenances of thée folder but which are not
capable of convemently accommodatmg more
than a very few sheets. " There are also other
types of folder fasteners which reqmre the punch-
ing of holes through the folders and the papers to
be filed and the insertion of flexible binding strips
therethrough. Fasteners of this last mentioned
type are not only relatively expensive and ‘time-
consuming in effecting an insertion and removal
of sheets, but are also undesirable because of the
necessity of mutilating the “inserts. It is pri-
marily within the contemplation of my invention
‘to overcome these shortcomings by providing a
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for permanent a,ttachment to a folder, for yield-

ably and firmly retaining therein various thlck-

nesses of sheet inserts.

More specifically, it is an objective of this inven-
tion to enable folders: of the conventional card-
board type to adjustably accommodate therein
various thicknesses of papers, to hold the papers
firmly in place, and to enable sheets to be quickly
inserted and removed by a simple manual opera-
tion and without any mutilation thereof.

Other objects, features and advantages of this
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invention will appear from the drawmg and the‘

description hereinafter given.
Referring to the drawing,

45 Figure 1 is a perspective view of & folder con-

. taining my invention, two resilient: holdmg mem-’

bers being shown thereon, one in an’ operatlve

projected position and.the other inan 1noperat1ve,

retracted position:.
Figure 2 is a° fragmenta.ry sectlon of: F‘lgure 1
taken: substantlally along line 2—2 showmg sev-
‘eral inserts in place.
Figure 3 is a view snmlar to' F1gure 2 showmg
the : same device® operatwely accommoda,tmg a
thicker stack of sheet inserts therein, :
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simple and relatively inexpensive clip, adapted

(CL 129—37)

" Figure 4 is a rear view of the wire chp con-
stituting a part of my invention, the dot-dash
lines representing a stack of sheets positioned:
between the clamping portions. of the clip.

" Figure 5 is g fragmentary rear view of a folder 5
and clip including several sheet inserfs in place.

- Figure 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of
a - conventional form of folder provided with a
folded strip containing the resilient ¢lip of my
invention, and -

-Figures 7,8 and 9 are dlagramma.tlc end views
of three forms of folders provided w1th my in-
vention.

In the drawing the folder 10 comprlses two
sides or covers IH and i2 joined at the folded por-
tion 13 in conventional manner, these sides being
provided  with pockets 14 and 15 formed by ad-
hesively attaching the folded sheet 16 to the said
sides. - In the form of my invention illustrated
in Figures 1 to 3, the sheet {6 is disposed on: the
inside of the folder, whereas in- the form il-
lustrated in: Figure 6 the strip (1, equivalent to.
sheet 16, is shown straddling the sides of the
folder. -The sheet 16 has certain portions there-
of adhesively. secured to the adjacent sides, other
portions thereof being unattached to leave. the
spaces or pockets 14 and {5 which communicate
with the openings {8 at the folded edge 13 of the
folder.:

The. resilient holdmg member or wire clip I8
contains the inner looped section 20 flanked by
the two outer legs 21, and the two intersecting
connecting portions 22 extending transversely
from said legs to the opposite lateral portions 28a
and 23b, respectively, of the said looped section.
The preferred arrangement is such that said
lateral portions are closer to their respective ad- -
jacent legs than to each other, the length of each
connecting portion 22 'being gredter than the
distance betwéen the leg to which it is connected
and the nearest of said lateral portions.of the
looped section. -Thus, in the formillustrated in
Figure ‘1, the space. A is greater than either of
the spaces B, and the length of each connecting
portlon 22 is obviously greater than either A or 45
B. 'The inner terminal of each leg 21 is pro-
vided with a laterally extending stop portion 24,
both of said portions being preferably of ‘looped

_configuration and in'one plane. -And in a pre-
ferred form of my invention, at least one of the g
connecting portions 22 is bent out of the plane of
the leg to which it is connected; the drawing
showing both connecting portlons prov1ded W1th
such bent portions 25.

The resilient -clip. (9 is operatwely secured to’ 55

15

B

_—




[\

10

30

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

75

o

the folder 10 by first compressing the legs 21 in-
wardly towards each other to permit the stops
24 to clear the lateral sides 26 of the opening {8,
the looped section 20 being placed in one pocket
{4 and the legs 21 in the other pocket 15. Upon
a release of the legs 21, they will spread out lat-
erally to their normal positions adjacent said
sides 26 of the opening i8. In the preferred ar-
rangement the opening 18 is so proportioned that
the legs 21 of the clip, when in their normal po-
sitions, will be in slidable engagement with sides
26 of the opening.

It is thus evident that by grasping the bent
portions 25, the clip can be slidably projected in-
wardly along the sides of the folder, and slidably

retracted outwardly. Due to the relative propor-.
tions of the opening 18 and the distance across’

the extreme points of the stops 24, it is also ap-
parent that the folded edge portions 27 of the
folder adjacent the opening 18 thereof will serve
as a stop to limit the outward movement of the
clip and hold it against detachment from the
folder.

When it is desired to insert sheets into the

5 folder, the clips 19, of which there may be one or

more, are retracted to substantially the position
shown in the upper portion of Figure 1, where-
upon sheets can be readily .inserted within the
folder. Then the clips are pushed inwardly. to
the position shown in the lower portion of the
same figure, whereupon the inserfs will be held
firmly clamped in place within the folder between

the looped section 28 and the legs 21, as.clearly:

shown in Figures 2, 3 and 4.

Due to the resiliency of the clip and partic-
ularly of the connecting portions 22, stacks of
sheets of various thicknesses can readily be ac-
commodated between the looped sections and the
legs, the relatively thick stack 28 of Figure 3
heing as readily accommodated as the thinner
stack 29 of Figure 2. This feature of adjustability
of the clip is particularly due to the relatively
long connecting portions 22 which constitute
levers of extended length to permit a considerable
separation between the looped section 28 and. the
legs 21. By meansof my invention, the maximum
lever length can be obtained for a clip of .given
width. )

By referring to Figures 2, 3 and 6, it will ‘be
seen that the ‘pockets are formed by separate
folded sheets or strips adhesively secured to the
sides of the folder. Figures 7, 8 and 9 illustrate
folders formed of a single sheet of flexible .cover
material, so folded as to form suitable pockets for
operatively accommodating the above-described
form of c¢lips. In Figure 7 a single continuous
sheet is employed forming two sides 39 and 31,
each being folded back upon itself and contain-
ing an additional return bend, thereby providing
pockets 32 and 33 into which the looped section
24 and the legs 35 of the clip 36 extend, the
inserts 37 being positioned between sides 30
and 81. In the form of Figure &, the folder con-
tains only a single. side 38 leaving the sheet in-
serts 39 exposed to view except for the portion
between the pocket portions 4% and 41 into the
former of which extend the legs 42 of the clip
42, and into the latter the loop section 44.

In all the forms hereinabove described, the
resilient clips are completely out of engagement
with the inserts. In the form of Figure 9, how-
ever, consisting of a single cover portion 45 with

a partial return bend 48, the -leg portions 47 of.

the clip 48 are contained between:said portions
45 and 46-of the folder and are engageable with
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the nearest adjacent of the inserts 50, the loop
section 49 being exposed to view.

It is thus seen that with the use of any of the
forms of my invention above described, various
thicknesses of papers can be conveniently and
firmly accommodated, the sheets being readily in-
sertable and removable and without the necessity
of performing any mutilating operations on the
inserts or the folder.

It is of course understood that the various em-
bodlments above: described and shown in the
drawing are illustrative of my invention and not
employed by way of limitation, inasmuch as
niimerous changes and modifications. may be
made within the scope of the appended claims
without departing from the spirit of this inven-
tion.

What I claim is:

1. Tn g folder of the class described, a resilient
wire holding member in slidable embracing en-
gagement with the. sides of the folder adjacent
the folded edge thereof and comprising a looped
section. flanked by two outer legs, two intersect-
ing connecting portions each extending trans-
versely from one of said legs to a.portion of said
looped section adjacent the opposite leg, the sides
of the folder being straddled by said looped sec-
tion on one side thereof and fthe said legs on the
opposite. side, the inner terminals of the legs
being provided with laterally extending stop por-
tions, and stop means on the folder engageable
with said stop portions for limiting the outward
slidable movement of the holding member.

2. In a folder of the class described, the com-
bination according to claim 1, at least one of
the said connecting portions being bent out of
the plane of said legs, whereby it may be manually
grasped for slidably manipulating the member.

3. In a folder of the class described, a resilient
wire holding member . in slidable embracing en-
gagement with the sides of the folder adjacent
the folded edge thereof and comprising a looped
section flanked by two outer legs extending in-
wardly along the sides of the folder, said looped
section containing two .substantially similarly
extending lateral poxtlons each being adjacent
one,of said legs, and two intersecting connecting
portions each extending transversely from one.of
said legs to a portion of said looped secticn ad-
jacent the opposite leg, the sides of the folder
being straddied by said looped section .on one
side: thereof and the said legs .on the opposite
side, at least one of said connecting portions.be-
ing bent out-of the plane of the leg-to which it
is-connected whereby it may be . manually grasped
for slidably manipulating the member, the: in-
ner. terminals of the legs being provided with lat-
enally extending stop portions substantially in
one.plane, and stop means on the folder engage-
able with said stop portions for limiting tie out-
ward slidable movement of the holding member.

4, In a folder of the class described, a resilient
wire helding member in slidable -embracing en-
gagement with the sides.of ‘the folder adjacent
the folded edge thereof and comprising a looped
section flanked by two outer legs, two intersect-
ing - connecting portions each extending trans-
versely from one of said legs to a portion of said
looped section adjacent the opposite:leg, the-sides
of the folder being straddled by said looped sec-
tion on one side thereof and the said legs on the
opposite side, the inner terminals of -the legs
being provided with laterally extending stop por-
tions,and a pocket for-both of said legs adjacent
one side of the folder:and:having an-opening in
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the region of the folded edge thereof through
which said member slidably extends, the width of
said opening being less than the extreme distance
between said laterally extending stop portions for
limiting the outward slidable movement of the
member.

5. In a folder of the class described, the com-
bination according to claim 4, said pocket being
formed by two layers of material adhesively at-

tached together at certain portions therecf and .

unattached at other portions, one of said layers

" being the side of the folder in engagement with

the legs of the member, the said opening com-
municating with an unattached portion.

6. In a folder of the class described, a resilient
wire holding member in slidable embracing en-
gagement with the sides of the folder adjacent
the folded edge thereof and comprising a looped
section flanked by two outer legs, two intersecting
connecting portions each extending transversely
from one of said legs to a portion of said looped

- section adjacent the opposite leg, the sides of the

=

folder being straddled by said looped section on
one side thereof and the said legs on the opposite
side, the inner terminals of the legs being pro-
vided with laterally extending stop portions, and

a, pocket for both of said legs and another pocket

for said looped portion, said pockets -being on
opposite sides of the folder, each pocket being
adjacent one side thereof and having a common

3

opening in the region of the folded edge thereof
through which said member slidably extends, the
width of said opening heing less than the extreme
distance between said laterally extending stop
portions for limiting the outward slidable move-
ment of the member. ‘

7. In a folder of the class described, the com-
bination according fo claim 6, said pockets being
formed by a folded sheet attached tc the sides of
the folder adjacent the folded edge thereof, the
folded edge of the sheet extending parallel to the
folded edge of the folder, the said common open-
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ing of said pockets being at the fqlded edge of »

said sheet.

8. In a folder of the class described, a resilient
wire holding member 'in slidable embracing en-
gagement with the sides of ‘the folder adjacent
the folded edge thereof and comprising a looped
section flanked by two outer legs, two intersect-

. ing connecting portions each extending  trans-

versely from one of said legs to a portion of said

" looped section adjacent the opposite leg, the sides

of the folder being straddled by said looped sec-
tion on one side thereof and the said legs on the
opposite side, the inner terminals of the legs being
provided with stop portions, and stcp means on
the folder engageable with said stop portions
limiting the outward slidable movement of the
holding member.
SIEGFRIED STERN.




