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To all whom it may coneern.:

Be it known that I, JosEPH O. REED, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbia, havein-
vented certain newanduseful Improvements
in 'Washboards; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scriptionof theinvention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to an improvement
in washboards; and it consists in the con-
struction and arrangement of parts herein-
after described, and definitely pointed out in
the claims. ‘

The aim and purpose of the invention is
the provision of means applied to the legs of
a washboard whereby the board is held from
moving up and down while being used and
80 held without the necessity of socket clips
or clamps secured to the tub, but solely by
the devices carried by and forming a part of
the board. '

The objects are attained by the construc-
tion illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein like letters of reference desig-
nate corresponding parts in the several views,
and in which—

Figure 1 is an elevation of the board in
position in a tub, the latter being shown in
section. Ifig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view
of the lower end of one of the legs of the
board, showing the attachment; and Fig. 8is
a detail section of a modified form of fastener.

In the present form of my invention I have
shown a convenient form of device by which
the objects desired are attained, which de-
vice consists of ““suckers” A, of rubber or
any suitable material, secured to the lower
ends of the legs. These suckers are formed
with a strengthened or thick erown a and
tapered edges &', and they are secured to the
legs B by a serew O, passing centrally there-
through, a washer being interposed. The
upper end of the screw takes into or is con-
nected in any suitable manner to the shank
D, which is flat and has an eye in its upper
end. The shank is located in the kerf or
groove Ik in the lower end of the leg, and

is held therein by a pin e passing through
the eye of the shank. The lower ends of the
legs are rounded, so that as the board is re-
versed they will assume the proper angle to
the top of the sucker, the point of pivotal
movement being at the eye of the shank. To
prevent the overmovement of the shank,
pins I I’ are passed through the legs at points
below and on opposite sides of the pivot-pin
and across the kerf. By this means the
shank engages the pins F F', and is thereby
limited in its movement, while the suckers
maintain their hold on the bottom of the tub.

In adjusting the board the suckers are
pressed down by pressing down on the board,
the tapered edges being forced out as they
engage the bottom of the tub, and the suc-
tion thereby formed. The enlarged or thick-
ened crowns of the suckers sufficiently resist
the down pressure until the sucker is fixed,
and upon each down movement of the board
the tendency is to reseat that much of the
sucker which has been lifted by the up move-
ment on the face of the board. ‘

In Fig. 3 I have shown a flat-faced sucker
reinforced by a metal plate G, so that the
edges will be forced out by the direct pres-
sure in a manner similar to the enlarged or
thickened form of sucker shown in Fig. 2.

While I have shown a sucker for the se-
curing means, yet I believe I am the first
to ever apply holdingmeans to a hoard which
did not require a fixture attached to the tub
to cooperate therewith.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1.- A washbodrd having suckers secured on’

the ends of the legs thereof, substantially as
described.

- 2. A washboard having suckers pivotally
secured on the ends of the legs thereof, sub-

stantially as described.

3. A washboard, having legs, suckers af
theendsof thelegs, and a connection between
the suckers and legs comprising shanks piv-
otally connected with the legs, and connected
to the suckers, substantially as described.

4. The combination with the washboard
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and its legs, of suckers having strengthened In testimony whereof I affix my signature
upper portions, and means for connecting the | in presence of two witnesses.
suckers to the lower edges of the legs, sub-

stantially as described. JOSEPH O. REED.
5. The combination with a washboard, of Witnesses:

suckers thereon for securing the board in Jos. H. MILANS,

any desired position in the tub. .. L. 8. BACON.



