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[57] ABSTRACT

A compound containing an aromatic or a-carbonyl
enediol functional group is effectively employed as a
breaker for the gelled aqueous carrier fluid in aqueous
epoxy resin slurries of the type suitable for use in em-
placing a permeably consolidated particulate mass in
communication with a permeable subterranean forma-
tion.
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AQUEOQUS BASED SLURRY CONTAINING
ENEDIOL BREAKER AND METHOD FOR
FORMING A CONSOLIDATED GRAVEL PACK

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a method and a slurry suit-
able for use in treating a well penetrating an unconsoli-
dated formation by emplacing a resin consolidated pack
of particulate material adjacent the fomation.

B. Description of the Prior Art

A description of the art in the field of consolidated
gravel packing is found in commonly assigned U.S. Pat.
No. 4,074,760, issued Feb. 21, 1978 to Claude T. Cope-
land and Vernon G. Constien from application Ser. No.
737,813 filed Nov. 1, 1976. Ser. No. 807,094 filed June
16, 1977, now U.S. Pat. No. 4,101,474 issued July 18,
1978, is a divisional thereof.

Said invention of Copeland and Constien represents a
significant breakthrough in the art of consolidated
gravel packing whereby consolidated gravel packs of a
quality meeting high commercial standards could for
the first time be formed from slurries having an aqueous
carrier fluid.

In an improvement on said pioneer invention of
Copeland and Constien, David R. Carpenter and said
Constien discovered that polyvalent metal cation con-
tamination of a slurry such as that disclosed by Cope-
land and Constien could be controlled by use of a che-
lating agent. Said invention of Carpenter and Constien
is the subject of commonly assigned Ser. No. 737,455
filed Nov. 1, 1976, now U.S. Pat. No. 4,081,030 issued
Mar. 28, 1978.

In each of the foregoing applications, it was taught
that the aqueous carrier fluid could include a viscosity
builder, i.e., a gelling agent, to improve the solids carry-
ing capacity of the slurry. It was also taught that the
fluid could contain a breaker for the gelling agent. En-
zyme breakers and ammonium persulfate were specifi-
cally mentioned.
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The breakers contemplated at that time, however, .

have not proved particularly satisfactory. Although
such slurries are operable, results with such breakers are
somewhat erratic. Frequently, the sturry sustains rela-
tively high resin loss and the resulting compressive
strength of the consolidated pack is considerably re-
duced. Consequently, breakers had not been regularly
employed in the commercial practice of the inventions
of Copeland et al. and Carpenter et al.

In a commonly assigned application by Peter E.
Clark, John S. Underwood, and Thomas M. Steiner,
Ser. No. 801,667 filed May 31, 1977, it is taught that
compounds such as ascorbic acid which contain an
aromatic enediol or a-carbonyl enediol functional
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group are effective breakers for aqueous gels, even at -

low temperatures.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is based on the discovery that
the enediol breakers described by Clark et al. are effec-
tive as breakers in aqueous epoxy resin consolidated
gravel packing slurries: Such enediol breakers are not
only effective as breakers, but also resin loss from the
slurry and compressive strength of the resulting pack
are sufficiently improved over that obtained with, for
example, ammonium persulfate, that the present inven-
tion is now regularly employed commercially in treat-
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ing formations having a bottomhole static temperature
of about 130° F. or less.

One aspect of the invention, then, is an improved
slurry suitable for use in emplacing a permeably consoli-
dated particulate mass in communication with a perme-
able subterranean formation, of the type containing an
epoxy resin, a particulate material, a coupling agent, a
quaternary ammonium halide surfactant, an aqueous
carrier fluid containing a viscosity builder, and a
breaker to reduce the viscosity of the carrier fluid after
a period of time. The improvement in the slurry lies in
the use of a compound having an aromatic or a-carbo-
nyl enediol functional group as the breaker component
of the slurry.

Another aspect of the invention is an improved
method of forming a permeably consolidated particu-
late mass in communication with a subterranean forma-
tion. The improvement lies in the use of the above de-
scribed slurry containing said enediol compound as a
breaker, as the consolidated gravel packing slurry.

A third aspect of the invention is an improved
method of forming a permeably consolidated particu-
late mass in communication with a subterranean forma-
tion by introducing said enediol breaker into the well-
bore in a gelled pad fluid either ahead of or following
the consolidated gravel packing slurry itself.

FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention may be practiced in conjunc-
tion with slurries which are suitable for use as aqueous
epoxy resin consolidated gravel packing slurries such as
those taught in said Copeland et al. U.S. Pat. No.
4,074,760 and Ser. No. 807,094 and in said application
Ser. No. 737,455 by Carpenter et al. The teachings of
said patent and allowed applications are expressly in-
corporated herein.

Slurries suitable for use herein contain an effective
quantity of a quaternary ammonium halide. Suitable
quaternary ammonium halides correspond to the for-
mula

Ry
R4-—1|\I—R2 X-.

R3

Ryand Rj are each independently a lower alkyl, a hy-
droxy substituted lower alkyl, or a polyoxyethylene
alkyl moiety of the formula—(CH;CH,0),H where n is
2 or 3. By lower alkyl is meant a straight chain or
branched 1- through 4-carbon moiety. Preferably, R,
and Rj each contain at least one hydroxyl substitution.
Ry is (a) an 8- through 18-carbon moiety which may be
saturated or unsaturated, branched or straight, but not
cyclic, (b) hydroxy substituted lower alkyl, or {(c) a
polyoxyethylene alkyl moiety of the for-
mula—(CH>CH3),H where n is 2 or 3. R4 is an aliphatic
hydrocarbon moiety which may be branched or
straight, saturated or unsaturated, or, R4 may be an alkyl
aryl moiety. R4 in either case has from 7-19 carbon
atoms. Preferably, R4is an alkyl aryl moiety, most pref-
erably benzyl or alkyl substituted benzyl, e.g., dodecyl-
benzyl. a particularly preferred sub-genus of surfactant
are alkyl (Cs-Cis) bis(2-hydroxyethyl) benzyl ammo-
nium chlorides and mixtures thereof. Another preferred
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sub-genus are compounds corresponding to the formula

/
Ciz2Hzs @ CHZ—N\

where n=1, 2, or 3.

Except for the breaker component, one skilled in the
art will be able to carry out the present invention by
referring to the teachings of said Copeland et al. and
Carpenter et al. However, subsequent to the filing date
of said applications, further developments within the
scope of the inventions there disclosed have been made.
Thus, the best mode contemplated for carrying out the
present invention incorporates these further refinements
of the Copeland et al. invention. In particular, it was
taught that an accelerator such as salicylic acid, benzoic
acid, phenol, etc., could be employed. The particular
accelerator presently most preferred is dime-
thylaminomethylphenol. Although not essential, it is
normally used where the well has a bottomhole static
pressure of about 130° F. or less. Also, based on a dis-
covery by said Constien and James R. Colemen, it is
now contemplated that the coupling agent be prere-
acted with a stoichiometric excess of the curing agent to
form a mixture of the curing agent and an adduct having
one moiety which promotes adhesion to the particulate
and another moiety which reacts with the epoxy resin.
Thus, for example, 54 grams of 3-glycidoxypropyl-
trimethoxysilane may be reacted with 150 grams of
polymethylene polyphenylamine in a nitrogen atmo-
sphere at 70° C. until substantially all of the epoxysilane
is reacted as can be determined by chromatographic
monitoring of the reaction, e.g., about 5 hours. The
reaction product may be diluted with a suitable solvent
such as ethyleneglycol ethyl ether-if desired.

The enediol employed as a breaker may be any com-
pound containing an

(CH3)3—n *

(CH,CH,0H),

\
Cc=0

C==C or
/ \

HO OH

OH OH
group (cis- or trans-), which is sufficiently soluble in the
aqueous medium so that an amount effective to break
the gel can be dissolved in the fluid at the temperature
of the gel. Suitable compounds include, for example,
(D,L) ascorbic acid, dihydroxymaleic acid, catechol,
catechol derivatives wherein the enediol functional
group remains underivatized such as 1,2-dihydroxytol-
vene, rhodizonic acid, 6-desoxy-(L)-ascorbic acid, L-
ascorbic acid 6-palmitate, 2,3-dihydroxy acrylaldehyde
(i.e., reductone), reductic acid, croconic acid, and the
like, all of which are known compounds prepared by
known methods. Soluble salts of the aforementioned
compounds may also be employed. .

As used herein and in the appended claims, *“ascorbic
acid” includes L-ascorbic acid, commonly known as
vitamin C; D-ascorbic acid, sometimes referred to as
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erythorbic, D-erythro-ascorbic acid, or isoascorbic
acid; and mixtures of the D and L isomers.

Although the présent invention is not limited by any
particular theory, it is believed the enediol is ionized in
solution to a monoion

and a dianion

\ /
C==C
o/ \

-0 o-.

It is further believed the oxygen present reacts with the
monoanionic species to generate an oxidizing species
and the oxidized form of the enediol, namely

\ /
c—c
-4 \
o 0.

The reaction of oxygen with the monoion is known to
be catalyzed by the presence of transition metal ions,
such as Fe+3, Cut2, Mn+2, and Ag+. See generally,
Bender, Mechanisms of Homogenous Catalysis from Pro-
tons to Proteins, John Wiley & Sons, 1971, Chapter 8,
particularly page 235 et seq. Accordingly, the presence
of a catalytic amount of at least one of such ions is
preferred to accelerate the break of the gel. However,
as was pointed out in Ser. No. 737,455, free polyvalent
metal cations can be detrimental to the performance of
the slurry. It appears that the presence of the ions in
chelated form, however, provides adequate catalysis to
permit the breaker to function. The need for the cata-
lytic species varies from compound to compound. As-
corbic acid, for example, functions adequately in deion-
ized water, whereas other compounds such as dihy-
droxymaleic acid function quite slowly absent the cata-
lyst. As a practical matter, however, most any water
source will have an ample concentration of at least one
of such ions, unless the water employed has been delib-
erately deionized.

The optimum amount of breaker employed depends
on many factors, such as the induction period desired,
the particular gelling agent, the particular breaker, the
fluid temperature, whether or not a buffer is employed,
and the like. Thus, the nature of the invention does not
lend itself to statement of a sharply defined operable
concentration range for the breaker. Typically, how-
ever, the concentration of the breaker by weight of
water is from about 0.005-0.05 percent. A preferred
range, particularly where ascorbic acid is employed, is
about 0.01-0.025 percent, and most preferably about
0.012 percent (1 1b/1000 gallons). When the breaker is
incorporated in the slurry itself and no gelled pad fluid
is employed, the above quantities are based on the car-
rier fluid portion of the slurry. Preferably, however, the
breaker is incorporated in a gelled pad fluid which is
injected either ahead of, behind, or preferably both
ahead of and. behind, the slurry. In the latter embodi-
ment, the foregoing quantities of breaker are based on
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the total amount of water in the gelled pad as well as in
the carrier fluid portion of the slurry.

In addition, there may .optionally be 1nc1uded a
slightly basic pH buffer, such as sodium bicarbonate,
potassium dihydrogen . phosphate/disodium hydrogen
‘phosphate mixtures, ammonia/ammonium chloride, and
the like. By controlling the pH inmimediately after addi-
tion of the breaker to from about pH 7 to a pH ap-
proaching the pK of the second ionizable hydrogen of
the enediol group, the breaking action can be delayed as
desired. Once the gel begins to break acid is generated
and the generated acid lowers the pH thereby promot-
ing an increasingly rapid rate of break thereafter.

For breakers of this type to function properly, there
must be present a small amount of dissolved oxygen,
e.g., to the extent of at least about 1 part per million.
However, this is not a significant limitation as most
water sources inherently have sufficient dissolved oxy-
gen. . C

EXAMPLES
EXAMPLE 1,

An experimental field test of the present invertion
was carried .out Mar. 15, 1977 under the supervision of
laboratory personnel in a well having a bottomhole
static temperature of 105° F. The well had been produc-
ing a very viscous oil which carried sand out of the
formation. The procedure tested was as follows:

a. 1 gallon of gamma-aminopropyltriethoxysilane and
11 gallons of a solution of, by weight,:80 percent D.E.R.
331 brand epoxy resin, which is a liquid epoxy resin of
the bisphenol-A/ epichlorohydrin. type having an aver-
age epoxide equivalent weight of about;190, 12 percent
xylene, and 8 percent ethylene glycol ethyl ether were
admixed about 6 hours before final preparatlon of the
slurry.

b. 12 barrels of a kerosene/aromatic ‘solvent preflush
were injected to clean the wellbore. . .

c. 1.5 gallons of the alkylbxs(2-hydroxyethyl)ben—
zylammonium chloride surfactant blend described in
Example 6 of Copeland et al. (hereinafter “Surfactant
Blend”) were added to 10 barrels of 1% KCl brme and
injected as a spacer.
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d. Fluid for a pad and for use as the carrier fluid in the

slurry was prepared by admixing' 33.3 1bs of hydroxy-
. ethylcellulose in 14} barrels of 1% KCl brine and then
adding 17.6 lbs of Nay EDTA. The fluid was then split
into two portions, one of 12 barrels for use as a pad fluid

and one of 24 barrels for use as the carrying fluid por-

tion of the slurry. 2.5 gallons of Surfictant Blend were
added to the 12 gallon pad fluid, and 1 gallon of Surfac-
tant Blend was added to the 23} barrel carrying fluid
aliquot.

e. The resin-coupling agent mixture prepared in step
(a) was admixed with 6 gallons of a 40 weight percent
solution of methylenedianaline curing agent in ethylene
glycol ethyl ether and 0.5 gallons of dime-
thylaminomethyl phenol accelerator.

f. 1900 1bs of 20-40 mesh sand was added to the 2}
barrels of carrying fluid prepared in step (d).

g. The resin system of step (e) and the carrier-sand
mixture of step (f) were admixed for 15 minutes to form
the slurry (about 5 barrels total volume).

h. 0.5 Ib ascorbic acid was dissolved in about a half
gallon of water, and this was added to the 12 barrels of
pad fluid.

i. 8 barrels of the pad fluid were injected, followed by
the slurry of step (g), followed by the remaining 4 bar-
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rels of pad fluid. The foregoing sequence of fluids was
displaced with 1% KCl brine, The well was shut in for
24 hours to permit the slurry to consolidate. The excess
hardened slurry was drilled- out and production re-
sumed with virtually no sand ‘production.

EXAMPLE 2 AND COMPARISON RUN 1—slurries
prepared with and without breaker

A base carrier fluid was prepared by admixing

3000 ml Tulsa tap water

6.0 potassium chloride

19.8 g hydroxyethyl cellulose

4.8 g N4EDTA

30 ml Surfactant Blend hereinabove described.

The viscosity was measured as 129 cps at 100 rpm (75°
F.) on Fann 35 viscometer. To each of two jars was
added 16.7 g of the above carrying fluid. To one jar, 0.3
ml of a water solution containing 0.034 g of dissolved
ascorbic acid was added. The other jar was the control
sample. To each jar was added 360 g of U.S. sieve no.
20-40 gravel.

A resin system was prepared by admixing for 40
minutes, 4 ml of the silane described in item (a) of Ex-
ample 1 and 44 mi of the resin-solvent mixture described
in said item (a). To this was added 22 ml of the me-
thylenedianaline solution described in item (e) of Exam-
ple 1, and the entire mixture was blended for one min-
ute.

27 ml of the thusly prepared resin system and 0.5 ml
of dimethylaminomethy] phenol were added to each of
the jars containing the carrier fluid, and the contents
were mixed for 10 minutes at room temperature (ap-
proximately 25° C.). Stirring was discontinued and the
slurries were placed in a 130° F. both for 10 minutes to
simulate heat up. The slurries were then compacted in
50 cc syringes and cured at 130° F. for 4 hours accord-
ing to the Laboratory Screening Test Procedure de-
scribed in U.S. Pat. No. 4,074,760.

Results were as follows:

Percent Resin Loss

Example 2--with breaker
) Easy squeeze - 1.5% resin loss
Hard squeeze - 1.5% resin loss
Companson Run 1--no breaker
Easy squeeze - 0.79 resin loss
Hard squeeze - 1.6% resin loss

Viscosity of Squeezed Off Fluids

The viscosity of squeezed off fluid was determined.
Gardener viscosity tubes were employed because of the
small volume.

Example 2—with breaker, Gardener “A” (approxi-
mately 50 centistokes)

Comparison Run 1—without breaker, Gardener “H”
(approximately 200 centistokes)

Compressive Strength Under Ambient Conditions
(after 4 hr. cure at 130° F.

(Cores were removed from syringes and sawed to 11"
in length.)

Example 2--with breaker
Easy squeeze - 1740
Hard squeeze - 2010
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-continued

Comparison Run 1--without breaker
Easy squeeze - 1930
Hard squeeze - 1710

It should be noted the above compressive strengths
were determined after only 4 hours at 130° F. The con-
solidated pack would have sufficient strength at that
point so that drilling out operations could begin safely.
However, the strengths of the packs in a 130° F. well
would continue to increase over about a 10-hour period
to a strength of 2500-35C0 psi, usually about 2800 psi.

What is claimed is:

1. In a slurry suitable for use in emplacing a perme-
ably consolidated particulate mass in communication
with a permeable subterranean formation, of the type
containing an epoxy resin-solvent mixture, a curing
agent for the epoxy resin, a particulate material, a cou-
pling agent, a quaternary ammonium halide surfactant,
an aqueous carrier fluid containing a viscosity builder,
‘and a breaker to reduce the viscosity of said carrier fluid
after a period of time, the improvement which com-
prises: as the breaker, a compound having an aromatic
or a-carbonyl! enediol functional group.

2. The improved slurry of claim 1 wherein the viscos-
ity builder is selected from the group consisting of ga-
lactomannan gums, modified galactomannan gums, cel-
lulose derivatives, acrylic polymers, and polyvinyl alco-
hol, and the breaker is selected from the group consist-
ing of ascorbic acid, dihydroxymaleic acid, catechol,
catechol derivatives, rhodizonic acid, 6-desoxy-(1.)as-
corbic acid, L-ascorbic acid 6-palmitate, 2,3-dihydroxy
acrylaldehyde, reductic acid, croconic acid, and soluble
salts thereof.

3. The improved slurry of claim 1 or 2 wherein the
breaker is ascorbic acid.

4. The improved slurry of claim 3 wherein the viscos-
ity builder is hydroxyethylcellulose. .

5. In a method of forming a permeably consolidated
particulate mass in communication with a permeable
subterranean formation wherein a pumpable slurry is
provided by mixing together in a suitable quantity and
sequence, an epoxy resin-solvent mixture, a curing
agent for the epoxy resin, a particulate material, a cou-
pling agent, a quaternary ammonium halide surfactant,
an aqueous carrier fluid containing a viscosity builder,
and a breaker to reduce the viscosity of said carrier fluid
after a period of time, wherein the slurry is introduced
through a wellbore into communication with said for-
mation, and wherein the so employed slurry is cured to
form a consolidated particulate mass, the improvement
which comprises: admixing in the slurry as the breaker,
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an effective amount of a compound having an aromatic
enediol or a-carbonyl enediol functional group.
6. The improved method of claim 5 wherein the vis-
cosity builder is selected from the group consisting of
galactomannan gums, modified galactomannan gums,
cellulose derivatives, acrylic polymers, and polyvinyl
alcohol, and the breaker is selected from the group
consisting of ascorbic acid, dihydroxymaleic acid, cate-
chol, catechol derivatives, rhodizonic acid, 6-desoxy-
{L)ascorbic acid, L-ascorbic acid 6-palmitate, 2,3-dihy-
droxy acrylaldehyde, reductic acid, croconic acid, and
soluble salts thereof.
7. The improved method of claim § or 6 wherein the
breaker is ascorbic acid.
8. The improved method of claim 7 wherein the vis-
cosity builder is hydroxyethyl cellulose.
9. In a method of forming a permeably consolidated
particulate mass in communication with a permeable
subterranean formation wherein a pumpable slurry is
provided by mixing together in a suitable quantity and
sequence, an epoxy resin-solvent mixture, a curing
agent, a coupling agent, an aqueous carrier liquid con-
taining a viscosity builder, a particulate material, and a
quaternary ammonium halide surfactant, wherein the
slurry is introduced through a wellbore into communi-
cation with said formation, and wherein the so em-
placed slurry is cured to form a consolidated particulate
mass, the improvement which comprises:
preparing a pad fluid comprising an aqueous liquid
containing a viscosity builder and a breaker com-
prising a compound having an aromatic enediol or
a-carbonyl enediol functional group; and

injecting said pad fluid containing said breaker into
said borehole immediately prior to, immediately
after, or both immediately prior or after, introduc-
ing said slurry.

10. The improved method of claim 9 wherein the
viscosity builder in said pad is that employed in said
slurry, each being selected from the group consisting of
galactomannan gums, cellulose derivatives, acrylic pol-
ymers, and polyvinyl alcohol, and the breaker is se-
lected from the group consisting of ascorbic acid, dihy-
droxymaleic acid, catechol, catechol derivatives, rhodi-
zonic acid, 6-desoxy-(L)ascorbic acid, L-ascorbic acid
6-palmitate, 2,3-dihydroxy acrylaldehyde, reductic
acid, croconic acid, and soluble salts thereof.

11. The improved method of claim 9 or 10 wherein
the breaker is ascorbic acid.

12. The improved method of claim 11 wherein the

viscosity builder is hydroxyethyl cellulose.
* * * * *



