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1

This invenfion relates to towel bars, more
particularly to towel bars adapted to be secured
to walls or similar supports by concealed secur-
ing means, and the invention has for an object
the provision of improved, inexpensive and highly
attractive towel bars of this character.

Towel bars have heretofore been proposed in
which a cover plate to which the U-shaped bar
is welded or similarly fixed is hingedly connected
to a base plate having means for securement to
a support, the cover plate being shaped to conceal
the portion of the base plate containing the
securement means after the towel bar has been
installed on the wall or support. Such hinged-
bracket towel bars heretofore known, however,
have employed U-shaped metal bars welded to
the hinged cover plates as above indicated, and
have been somewhat lacking from an appearance
standpoint in that they do not present the sub-
stantial massive appearance characteristic of
more expensive towel bar constructions, such as
built-in or permanently mounted towel bars of
either metal, glass or porcelain construction.
Furthermore, the hinged type constructions here-
tofore known have not been adaptable to the use
of glass or porcelain bars or rods for supporting
the towels, and in various types of towel bars
utilizing such glass or porcelain rods difficulties
have been encountered in suitably supporting the
bar. or rod firmly while permitting ready as-
sembly of the bar with its supporting arms dur-
ing installation of the towel bar. Accordingly,
it is a further object of this invention to provide
an improved towel bar construction wherein a
straight glass bar or rod is firmly held in sup-
porting arms having a massive appearance, which
arms are hingedly supported on a base plate and
related thereto so as to conceal the screws or
other securing means employed in fastening the
base plates to a wall or similar support.

In carrying out the invention in one form a
towel bar is provided comprising a base member
having means for securement to a support and
a hollow arm shaped to conceal the portion of
the base member containing the -securement
means when the rear end edges of the arm abut
the front face of the base member, and means
are provided for hingedly securing one rear end
edge of the arm to the base member for swinging
movement from its concealing position o a po-
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sition wherein the securement means are exposed,
the front end of the arm being shaped to receive
in supporting. relation a transversely extending
towel-receiving bar. More specifically, the hol-
low arm is of substantially rectangular cross-
section and is provided at its forward end with
an openhing for receiving a flat glass bar of
greater height than width, and resilient means
are provided within the hollow arms for engag-
ing the glass bar in clamping relation, the re-
silient means including a nonmetallic friction
pad. adapted to be pressed into engagement with
one surface of the glass bar. A

For a more complete understanding of the
invention, reference should now be had to the
drawings in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a towel bar em-
bodying the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the. towel
bar shown in Fig. 1;

. Fig. 3 is a fragmentary front elevational view
of one end of the towel bar shown in Fig, 1;

Fig. 4 is an elevational sectional view taken
substantially along the line 4—4 of Fig. 3;

Fig. 5 is a horizontal sectional view taken sub-
stantially along the line 55 of Fig. 3;

Fig. 6 is a front elevational view of the base
member forming a part of the towel bar shown
in Fig. 1;

Fig, 7 is a detail perspective view of one of
the arms employed in the towel bar of Fig. 1
looking toward the rear end of the arm; and

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary detail view showing the
hinged connection of the arm to the base member.

Referring now to the drawings, the invention
is shown as embodied in a towel bar comprising
a pair of base members [0 for supporting sub-
stantially rectangular forwardly extending hollow
arms {1, each of which is provided at its forward
end with an open-sided housing {2 adapted tou
receive a straight flat bar {3 which is preferably
formed of glass but may of course be formed of
any suitable material. Inasmuch as the base
members 10 and the arms I{ at the opposite ends
of the towel-receiving rod 13 are identical in
construction, only one such structure will be de-
scribed in detail. ‘

As shown best in Fig. 6, the base member 19
is shaped to provide a pair of vertically extend-
ing embossments or beads 14 at the opposite edges




thereof and a central portion 15 of the base

member. 10 is provided at its top and bottom-

edges with rearwardly sloping flanges 186, the rear
edges of which are flush with the rear edges of
the beads 4. The central portion {5 is likewise
provided with suitable apertures {7 and {8 inter-
sected by suitable slots {9 and 20, respectively,
the apertures 17 and {8 being countersunk, as
shown best in Figs. 4 and 8, for receiving the
heads of suitable supporting screws 21.
the bead portions {4 is provided at its inner edge
adjacent the upper end thereof with an aperture
22, whlch apertures cooperate with: surtable hinge
pins to "be Heréinaftér desciibéd’ for hingédly

- connecting. the hollow. arm {1
member 8.

As shown best in Fig. 7 the hollow arm fi.ls
formed from a single sheet of metal and is shaped
to provide a substantially” reétan'ular
-including a top wall 28 and’ dependmg 516
24, the bottom wall of the arm comprisi g‘in-
turned flanges 25, the inneér ‘edgéswof ‘which ter-

Each of

to the base.
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In order to install the improved towel bar in
proper position on a wall or similar support, the
bar 13 may be assembled in the housings {2 of
the two arms {1 and the assembled bar and arms
aligned properly on the wall so as to insure a
horizontal position of the bar {3. The respective
arms |1 may then be unlatched from their base
plates 18 by pressing inwardly at the rear ends
of the side walls, the slot 26 in the boftom wall
providing sufficient resilience to permit the latch
members 29 to move inwardly to a position in
whlch they may be freely moved out of the slots
<30, “The twoiarms and the bar #3:may then be
Fwing upwardly about the hiriged condections of
the arms and suitable locating marks may be

“fiade on the wall or supporting surface through

- “tHexscrew holes 17 and 18. The proper location

minate short of each other to provide -a- longi--.

tudinally extending slot: 26 (Pig. 5). At ‘Its Féar
end edge the top wall*23 of the arm [ is pro-
~wded‘ Wlth ‘2’ palr of outwardly“extendlng eats or
ms 21 adapted’ to be recelved in theé apertures
920t tle base mémber 18,'as’ shown:best in'Fig. 8
SO _as ‘to hingedly support the arm’ f1 on' thebase
the slots i85 and 20 providing’ stit=
abIe ‘resilierice “of the *base member ‘to permrt
réady assembly of the hinged conneétion. “Each
o the flanges 25 forming the bottom wall of the
arm ‘{1 is providéd with a latch portlon
29 Which Tatéh portions ‘are adapted to extend
mto suitable apéertures 30 in the base meniber 10
o "as “firmly ‘to latéh- the 4rm in thHe: posmoh
shown best-in Pig. 1,” wheréin “both the” hlnged
connectmn ‘and “the - latéh * dorinection. togéther
“With the serew héads gie substantially concea’led
-from view, the rear end edges of the arm 11 in
this position’ abuttmg the front fdee of the'base
plate 0. - .

‘Réfetring agam partlcuflarly to’ F1g “7,/the top

wall 23 of the arm 11 is providéd with & eontintia-
tion Which'is shaped 1o. prov1de an pwaidly ex-
tending flarige 31, 4 forwardly extending’ portion
32°and a downwardly Extendiie wall g3, 'Whlle
the "Bottom flanges 257 of “the sim “11 are edch
provided ‘with a déwnwardly-extesding Harnge 34,
a forwardly’ extendmg flange “35 “and upwardly
extendmg ears 36 which ‘overlap the wall 33 and
“Pnay be Suitably sécured theréto.
-31-36, inclusive, when the arm is assembléd thus
provrde the open—sntled Houising’ lz adapted to re-
‘céive’a towel bar 13, 45 shown in ‘Fig.’1; the opén
sidés of the bar-receiving hotsing in “effect con-
stxtutmg ‘aperturés in’ the side walls of the arm
‘11 adjacént the front end thereof.

“Inorder firmly to hold’ the towel bar -18 in
proper relation to the arm (1 to restrain lorgi-
tudingl “movenient of the bar 13 in the ‘opén-
sided 'hoisifig- 12, resilient means are: provided
‘within the hollow arm 'f " which' resxllent THeans
-‘comprise’a U-shaped spring ‘meniber 37 the side
_ grims of Which are curved as shown and’ the free
Aends of’ whlch engage suitable inwardly extend-
ing ‘flanges 38 formed on the rear end edges ‘of‘the
‘side walls'24. ‘A yoke portion ‘39 of the U= shaped
‘Spring 31 bears against s pressure ‘blate'or ‘pad 40’
whiéh is preferably formed-of sonie resilient ia~
terial such as molded : plastic for example, the

“THe. portions
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front face of the pad 40 bearing’ against ‘the‘glass -

Jodr 13 so ds to press-the bar firmly ‘into- engage-
“wient with ‘the front wall 33 of the ‘housing 2.

485

N

“¥5

of the base members 10 having thus been estab-

’hshed “the'bar {3-may be disassembled from the

Tarins arid‘eaéh ofthe arms {1 with its base mem-
Pber 10-may be séctired to the wall or support by
FHesscrews 21, thearfas | thereafter being swung
to their horizontally latched position, whereupon
tHeglass bar 18 may be inserted into the respec-~
tive housings {2 wherelit will be firmly retained
By thetpressure ‘of the fiiction pads d‘ﬂmnder ‘the
‘forceexerted by ithe: Sp! ings “87. STt Vwill Y
‘sérved Lbhat the Sprin embers 37 ;
“posed Within the'arfasiF as tov be-retalned‘aﬁ;heﬁe-
“in seven 'thovgh - tle ‘arms -afe iswung 2upwardly
from the ldteheéd positions: showniin/Fig. 1'for:the
purpose of:gsecuting “the-towel: bar to- the'syall,
‘Although the invention-isirict limited? theséto
‘itis particulaily aldapted  for towel bar ¢onstruc-
“tion* utilizing’ 14t glass bars or/rods of tle tybe
shown wherem the towei-recervmg ‘bar or-rod is
t thanvwidth, this
partlcuiar type of bar’ ha ng ‘the advantage of
Tiore “sectirely Holding: the Howel or-Similargi-
ticle‘than'a’ “round: or“square ‘har duetto the ex-~
‘terit ¢t contact of “the 'towel “with’ thie bir,  and
havmg the' further advantage that-when:removal
of “a, towel from‘thelbar “is desiréd “the bask:6f
“the user’s hand: may e along the broad face
‘0f the'bar 13°so as to: grasp only “the front fold
“of the'towél and gvoid: the diffictlties sometiniss
‘engovntered w1th ‘a'small'diameter bar - when the
“yser, being in“a hurty, may~grasp-both’ folds 6f
“the'towel‘and thus prevent: Femoval from the bar
“antilafter the grip 61" ‘the user on the' towel Has
Heen ehanged :
‘WWhile'T have showh-a particuiar enibodinient
“of my ifivention, it"will e uridérstodd,” of course,
“that I do not *wish “to “be liinited “tHeréto ‘since
many modifications may e made, and I, there-
“fore, - contemplate by the - appended -claims 40
eover’ dny such modifications as’ fall ‘within the
“true §pirit and scope of my ivention.
‘Having this descrived "ty invention; “what * I
clalm ‘and ‘desite ‘to ‘Secure by" Eetters: Patent 451

1.“In ‘o towel bar,” ‘the- combination 6f+a-base
“méniber having ineans- ‘for secureément to°a-sup-
Yorit, s "holldw* aim- “having' a “rear ‘énd portien
‘shaped to corceal the! portion of Said” baseton-
taining - ‘sdid- Secu:rement ‘fieans* when “the “tear
*end*ddges of- sajd’arm’ sbut-the front face-of gaid
Josse, “means for hingedly sécuring’ one rear end
“edge of‘sald arm to'safd base for switging'move-
thént' from*said: abu‘ctmg ‘position “to’ a,”pO'SItlon
’Wﬁerein saidrsecurément mearis-are gxposéd, said
“drm having apertures in opposed side-walld there-
“0f,a; towel-recelvmg “bar ekxtending through said
aperttives, ‘a Pressure pad: ‘Hisposed “within. safd
“Bnd F6r miovement: ToagitutinagRy theéredf, ard ve-
“silieht megns urging <s4id pressite pad-againgt
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the portion of said bar extending through said
arm for resiliently clamping said bar.

2. In a towel bar, the combination of a base
member having means for securement to g sup-
rort, 2 hollow arm having a rear end portion
shaped to conceal the portion of said base con-
taining said securement means when the rear
end edges of said arm abut the front face of said
base, means for hingedly securing one rear end
edge of said arm to said base for swinging move-~
ment from said abutting position to a position
wherein said securement means are exposed, said
arm having a front wall and having apertures
in the side walls thereof immediately adjacent

said front wall, a towel-receiving bar extending -

through said apertures, a pressure pad disposed
‘within sald arm for movement longitiidinally
thereof, and resilient meansg urging said pressure
pad toward said front wall frictionally to engage
and clamp said bar.

3. In a towel bar, a hollow supporting arm,
means for securing the rear end of said arm to
8 support, said arm having a front wall and hav-
ing apertures in the side walls immediately adja-
cent said front wall, a towel-receiving bar extend-
ing through said apertures, a pad disposed within
said arm for movement longitudinally thereof,
and resilient means urging said pad against the
portion of said bar extending through said arm
to clamp said bar between said pad and said
front wall.

4. In a towel bar, a hollow sheet metal arm of
substantially rectangular cross section, means for
securing one end of said arm to a support, means
at the opposite end of said arm forming an open-
sided housing, a towel-receiving bar extending
through saild open-sided housing for support
thereby, a pad of non-metallic materia] having a
shape corresponding to the cross section of said
arm and disposed in said arm for movement lon-
gitudinally thereof, and resilient means in said
arm urging said pad toward said housing to en-
gage the portion of said bar in said housing fric-
tionally to clamp said bar therein.

5. In a towel bar, the combination of a base
member having means for securement to g sup-
port, a hollow sheet metal arm of substantially
rectangular cross section, means along one rear
end edge of said arm for hingedly connecting said
arm to said base member with the rear end edges
of said arm abutting said base member, whereby
said arm encompasses the portion of said base
member including said securement means and
conceals said securement means, said hinge means
bermitting swinging movement of said arm to a
position exposing said securement means, means
adjacent the rear end edge of said arm opposite
said one rear end edge for latching said arm in
said abutting position, and means at the front end
of said arm for supporting a towel-receiving bar.

6. In a towel bar, the combination of a base
member having means for securement to a sup-
port, a hollow sheet metal arm of substantially
rectangular cross section providing top and bot-
tom walis, means for hingedly connecting said
arm to said base member with the rear end edges
of said arm abutting said base member, whereby
said arm encompasses the portion of said base
member including said securement means and
conceals said securement means, said hinge
means permitting swinging movement of said arm
to a position exposing said securement means,
the top and bottom walls of said arm including
continuations formed to provide an open-sided
housing with a front wall at the front end of
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7

‘said arm, a towel-receiving bar extending through

said housing, and resilient means including a
friction pad in said arm engaging said bar to
press said-bar into. frictional engagement. with
the front wall of said housing. .

- 7. In a towel bar, the combination of a base
member having means for securement to g sup-~
port, a hollow sheet metal arm of substantially
rectangular cross section, means for hingedly
connecting said arm to said base member with
the rear end edges of said arm abutting said base
member, whereby said arm encompasses: the por-
tion of said base member including said secure-
ment means and conceals said securement means,
said hinge means permitting swinging movement
of said arm to g position exposing said securement
means, the top and bottom walls of said arm in-
cluding continuations formed to provide an open-~
sided housing at the front end of said arm, a
towel-receiving bar extending through said hous-
ing, a non-metallic pad having substantially the
contour of said cross section disposed in said arm
for movement longitudinally thereof ,and resilient
means for urging said pad toward said housing
to engage said bar and frictionally clamp said
bar in said housing,

8. In a towel bar, the combination of g base
member having a central portion including means
for securement to a support, said base member
having bead portions extending vertically along
the opposite edges of said central portion, a hol-
low arm of substantially rectangular cross section
adapted to nest between said bead portions with its
rear end edges abutting said central portionwhere-
by saild arm conceals said securement means, said
bead portions having apertures thersin adjacent
the upper ends thereof, hinge pins extending from
said arm and engageable in said apertures hing-
edly to support said arm for swinging movement
from said concealing position to a position expos-
ing sald securement means, said arm having a
transverse opening therethrough adjacent the
front end thereof, a towel bar extending through
said opening, and resilient means within said arm
for engaging said bar frictionally to restrain said
bar against movement relative to said arm.

9. In a towel bar, the combination of a base
member having a central portion including
means for securement to a support, said base
member having bead portions extending verti-
cally along the opposite edges of said central
portion, a hollow arm of substantially rectan-
gular cross section adapted to nest between sald
bead portions with its rear end edges abutting
said central portion whereby said arm conceals
sald securement means, means hingedly con-
necting said arm to said base member for swing-
ing movement from said concealing position to
8 position in which said securement mMmeans are
exposed, said hollow arm having its forward end
shaped to provide an open-sided housing of
greater height than said arm, a glass bar adapt-
ed to extend through said housing for support
thereby in an edgewise position, a friction pad
disposed in said arm for movement longitudinally
thereof, and resilient means in said arm for urg-
ing said pad toward said housing to engage said
glass bar and frictionally clamp said bar against
movement relative to said arm.,

10. In a towel bar, the combination of a base
member having a central portion including means
for securement to a support, said base member
having a pair of spaced raised portions on op-
posite sides of said central portion and said raised
portions having apertures therein, g hollow arm
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sportion -having :its rear end edges phutiing ssaid
scentnal -portion whereby zsaid :gxm wgongeals ;said
sseeurement means,.one:ofisaid-regr end:edges:ex-
ctending sin @ :substantially; straight:line between

said apertures, hinge :pins extending -from sald ;

sarm-adjacent-said.one year-edge:and engageable
-in <said=apertures “hingedly :to ~support. said :arm
Hor.swinging movement:from-said seoncealing :po-
.sition :to =2 pesition :expesing -said :secyrement

‘means, :said- arm: having ;an -opening +in 4 front 130

send ‘thereof,.and a:towel:bar-extending :through
-said-opening. o g
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