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compresses the associated spring 27 to mor? 
tightly seat the opposing washer 26 and 
permit the dissipation of the forces through 
the outlet tube 25. The same operation is 
effective at either end of the structure 24 in 
accordance with the location of a single ex 
plosion or at both ends when explosions oc 
cur simultaneously thereat. . ??? 
While I have shown and described a par 

ticular form of my invention, many changes 
may be made therein, without departing 
from the spirit and scope thereof, as set 
forth in the appended claims. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. In a circuit interrupter, the combina 

tion with a plurality of substantially in 
closed intercommunicating electrode-con 
taining receptacles, of means for preventing 
the transmission of explosive-arc forces 
from one to another of said receptacles. 

2. In a circuit interrupter, the combina-. tion with a plurality of substantially in 
closed electrode-containing receptacles ånd a 
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tubular communicating member extending trans said communicating means from one to it 3 therebetween, of means for diverting explo 
sive-arc forces from said tubular member. 

3. In a circuit interrupter, the combina 
tion with electrodes, an inclosing casing 
therefor, an externally disposed electrode 
operating mechanism and a hollow inclosed communicating member extending between 
Said operating mechanism and said casing, 
of means for preventing the transmission of 
explosive-arc forces to said mechanism. 

4. A cir?uit interruipter comprising a plu 
rality of compartments, a plurality of con 
tact members disposed in the saine, a tubil 
lar structure extending between the com 
partments, operating means for Said contact 
members disposed in said tubular structure 
and intercommunicating between said com 
partments and means for preventing the 
transmission of explosive forces caused by 
arcs from Said contact members through 
said tubular structure. 
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5. In a circuit interrupter. the combina 
tion with a plurality of inclosed recepta 
cles, contact members therein and substan tially inclosed communicating means ex 
tending therebetween, of means for pre 
venting explosive-arc forces from travers 
ing said communicating means from any 
one to any other of said receptacles. 

6. The combination with a plurality of 
substantially inclosed vessels, bodies of fluid 
disposed therein, hollow substantially in 
closed communicating means extending be 
tween said vessels, and a movable member ex tending through said communicating means, 
of means, for preventing the transmission of 
said fluid through said communicating means 
from one to another of said vessels. 

7. The combination with a plurality of 
substantially inclosed vessels, hollow sub 
stantially inclosed-communicating means ex 
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tending between the same, and a movable . 
member extending through said communi 
cating means, of means for preventing the 
transmission of explosive forces through 

other of said vessels. 8. An electrical device comprising a plu 
rality of substantially inclosed fluid-con 
taining vessels, a hollow substantially in 
closed communicating member extending be 
tween said vessels, and means for prevent 
ing the transmission of undue fluid pressure 
from one to another of said vessels, said 
means comprising a hollow member consti 
tuting an intermediate portion of each of 
said communicating members, closure men 
bers for the ends of said hollow member and 
resilient means for holding said closure 
members in position at opposite sides of an 
exteriorly communicating aperture in said 
hollow member. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 
subscribed my name this 28th day of Feb., 
1918. 

HOWARD G. MACDONALD. 


