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ABSTRACT OF THE DESCLOSURE 
A contoured loop of resilient steel wire forms a spring 

10 adapted to be placed between the wearer's legs, with 
the anterior and posterior portions of the spring respec 
tively engaging the pubic bone and the sacrum. A detach 
able enclosure 12 for the spring is latched in place and 
is held taut by the spring. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 
1. Field of invention 

This invention relates to an article for clothing or cover 
ing a portion of the human figure. 

2. Description of the prior art 
Known articles of clothing for covering the lower parts 

of the human figure incorporate body encircling elements 
that secure the garment in place. Ordinarily, these body 
encircling elements tie or latch at or near the waistline 
whereby the increasing hip measurement of the wearer re 
strains the body encircling elements from downward move 
ment. Where increased exposure is desired, as for ex 
ample, in the well known bikini, this mode of operation 
is sacrificed. Thus, the body encircling element of the 
bikini is tightly tied since reliance is had merely on fric 
tional engagement. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The primary object of this invention is to provide a 

minimal clothing article for the lower portion of the 
human figure that does not require any body encircling 
element whatsoever. For this purpose, use is made of a 
spring designed to fit between the legs of the wearer, a 
suitable flexible covering being applied to the spring. The 
anterior portion of the spring engages and latches above 
the pubic bone, and the posterior portion engages the 
sacrum. The lateral portions of the spring extend down 
wardly along the lines where the legs join the body, and 
then continues between the legs and rise along the cleav 
age between the buttocks, terminating at the sacrum en 
gaging posterior portion. The springs are so sized that 
a light pressure is applied to keep the brief in position 
while the lateral spring portions flex slightly in accord 
ance with body motions, all while effectively performing 
its concealment function. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a new 
article of clothing for the pelvis area that permits a new 
degree of freedom in the design of external garments. For 
example, since the lateral line along the body is not in 
terrupted by body encircling elements, the external gar 
ment suspended from the waist or from the neck may be 
laterally slit to expose the thighs to the waistline. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a swim 

suit having minimal viscous drag characteristics whereby 
it may be effectively used by competitive swimmers. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an article 

of clothing that provides a substantial sense of freedom. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a cloth 

ing article of this character that can be readily manufac 
tured, and easily laundered. For this purpose, the cover 
ing, instead of having its edges sewn about the wire, is , 
formed as an enclosure into which the wire may be in 
serted and from which the wire may be removed. A corre 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

2 
sponding object of this invention is to provide a brief of 
this character in which a number of outer coverings of 
different colors or fabrics may be used with a single wire 
form, thus providing versatility. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a cloth 

ing article of this character that can be varied as to aesthe 
tic design by changing the contour of the wire or spring 
reinforcing element. 
This invention possesses many other advantages, and 

has other objects which may be made more clearly ap 
parent from a consideration of several embodiments of 
the invention. For this purpose, there are shown a few 
forms in the drawings accompanying and forming part 
of the present specification, and which drawings, unless 
as otherwise indicated, are true scale. These forms will 
now be described in detail, illustrating the general prin 
ciples of the invention; but it is to be understood that this 
detailed description is not to be taken in a limiting sense, 
since the scope of the invention is best defined by the ap 
pended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIGURES 1 and 2 are front and rear elevational views 

of a bathing brief incorporating the present invention, 
and shown in place upon the body of the wearer; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged front elevational view of the 
brief, a portion of the covering being broken away and 
shown in section; 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along a plane corre 
sponding to the line 4-4 of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary top plan view of the brief, 
and taken along a plane indicated by line 5-5 of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged sectional view taken along the 
plane corresponding to line 6-6 of FIG. 3; and 
FIG. 7 is a pictorial view of a modified brief. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The bathing brief shown in the drawings comprises 
two essential parts, a spring 10 and a flexible enclosure 
12 for the spring 10. 

In the present instance, the spring 10 is made as con 
toured loop of resilient steel wire. In side elevation, the 
spring 10 arcs upwardly, as shown in FIG. 4. In general, 
the spring loop has an anterior portion 13, a crotch por 
tion 14, and a posterior portion 16. The loop is formed 
by symmetrically disposed sides 18 and 20 and bridge 
or connecting portions 22 and 24 at the anterior and pos 
terior ends of the loop. 
The symmetrical sides are spaced apart at the crotch 

portion to fit between the wearer's legs. The side portions 
of the spring loop then extend in spaced relationship up 
Wardly along the cleavage between the buttocks. The 
bridge portion 24 is located so as to engage the sacrum of 
the wearer. 
The symmetrical sides of the loop, as they extend front 

ally along the anterior portion of the loop, preferably di 
verge substantially as shown in FIG. 3, and generally 
along the lines of juncture of the leg and the body. The 
anterior bridge portion 22 has a substantial lateral di 
mension, and is designed to latch just above the pubic 
bone. Since the bridge portions 22 and 24 are opposite 
each other, the spring forces balance, and there is no 
tendency for the garment to twist. 
The enclosure 12 is conveniently formed as two iden 

tical inner and outer layers 26 and 28 (FIGS. 3 and 6) 
made of flexible textile, rubber or other plastic sheet or 
film materials. The layers are patterned according to the 
contour of the spring in order to form a tight fitting en 
closure for the spring 10. These layers are sewn together 
by one continuous peripheral line of stitching 30, the ends 
of which are spaced from each other. The layers are 



3,339,208 
3. 

then turned through the opening formed by the spaced 
ends of the stitching 30, and the edges of the layers are 
accordingly concealed. An opening 31 (FIG. 5) is formed 
for insertion of the spring 10. 

In order to assemble the spring and the enclosure, the 
posterior end of the spring is inserted in the opening 31. 
The posterior bridge portion 24 is enlarged, as at 32, and 
interlocks a correspondingly contoured portion of the 
enclosure. Since the opening 31 is laterally restricted, the 
enclosure snaps or latches over the sides of the anterior 
bridge portion 22 as the spring fully enters the enclosure 
12. The material forming the enclosure is sufficiently flex 
ible for the foregoing assembly functions. Preferably, 
the enclosure 12 is slightly stretched by the spring 10. 
The layers 26 and 28 have two flaps 34 and 36 that 

adjoin opposite sides of the opening 31. These flaps 34 
and 36 are tucked into the opening, thus to conceal the 
spring, and assist in holding it in position. 
The enclosure can be formed in other ways. For ex 

ample, the inner layer 26 could be provided with trans 
verse or longitudinally extending openings for receiving 
the spring. Such access opening could be closed by a 
slide fastener, or merely by overlapping parts of the layer. 
The spring also can be formed in alternate manners. For 
example, the side 20 between the anterior and posterior 
bridges may be removed. The spring 10 may also be 
formed as a molded plastic part, as a stamping, or as a 
fabrication of a number of parts, some of which provide 
the necessary spring functions. 
The brief may be used for hygienic purposes. Thus, ab 

sorbent material may be held in place by the spring struc 
ture, or the cover 12 could be made as a disposable ele 
ment. 
The brief may be used both by males and females. In 

the former case, a pouch or pocket may be provided to 
accommodate the external organs, unless the material it 
self is sufficiently stretchable. 

I claim: 
1. In a bathing brief or the like: a spring member hav 

ing an anterior portion, a crotch portion and a posterior 
portion; the anterior and posterior portions having free 
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ends terminating substantially at the same level above 
the crotch portion, said crotch portion being resilient 
whereby movement of said anterior and posterior por 
tions away from each other is yieldingly opposed; said 
anterior portion having sides diverging in a direction 
toward the free end of said anterior portion; the ends of 
said anterior and posterior portions being located to en 
gage adjacent the area of the pubic bone and the sacrum 
respectively of the body of the wearer; said spring mem 
ber having sides contoured to extend substantially along 
the line joining the legs and the body; said anterior and 
posterior portions being joined together only through 
said crotch portion; a flexible sleeve-like enclosure for 
detachably receiving said spring member, one end of said 
enclosure being closed and conforming to the configura 
tion of said posterior portion, the other end of said en 
closure providing an opening and conforming to the 
configuration of said anterior portion, said opening being 
restricted relative to the maximum width of said anterior 
portion whereby said enclosure is latched by said spring 
member and whereby said enclosure is maintained under 
longitudinal tension. 

2. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said posterior portion is laterally enlarged at its end and 
interlocks a correspondingly contoured portion of said 
enclosure whereby the longitudinal tension on said en 
closure is sustained over a substantial width of said pos 
terior portion. 

3. The combination as set forth in claim 1 in which 
said spring member comprises a substantially closed loop 
of spring material, said enclosure having flaps adjoining its 
said opening and turned inwardly at the opening to en 
compass said anterior portion. 
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