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Zo all, whon, it navy conce7n 
Be it known that I, JoHN E. WAKEFIELD, 

of Worcester, in the State of Massachusetts, 
have invented an Improvement in Folding 
Chairs, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
The object of this invention is to make a 

chair, especially adapted to churches, halls, and 
public buildings, in which the backs can be 
connected together in a range and the seats 
can be closed up separately, so that the re 
quired, passage can be obtained for moving 
along between two ranges of seats, and in 
addition to this the back and legs fold for 
transportation. 
In Letters Patent No. 179,979, granted to me 

July 18, 1876, a chair is represented in which 
the seat is pivoted to the back and swings up 
wardly, and there is a seat-frame also pivoted 
to the back and connected to the seat by a link, 
so that as the seat is raised the seat-frame is 
moved at the same time, but the seat-frame is 
suspended by links from the front legs and 
rests upon a cross-rail, so that when the seat is 
raised the chair-frameissimultaneously folded. 
In my present invention the seat is pivoted 

near the back edge and Swings upwardly in 
closing, and the seat-support is pivoted at its 
back end and forms a brace for supporting the 
seat, and there are preferably links connect 
ing the seat-support to the seat, so that the 
seat when in use is supported by the seat 
support or brace and the connections to the 
back-frame of the chair, and the seat and seat 
support can be raised or lowered without the 
other portions of the chair being moved, thus 
adapting the seat to use in public buildings 
where the chairs are connected together in 
ranges, I also combine with the aforesaid 
folding seat the back-frame and folding arms 
and legs, by means of which the ranges of 
chairs can be folded into a small compass for 
transportation. - 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a section of one 
chair with the seat as opened out for use, and 
the next seat is represented as folded up. 
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of two chairs, one 
of the seats being folded up against the back 
and the other opened out for use; and Fig. 3 
is a section representing a modification in the 
folding legs of the chair. 

d represents the seat, which may be uphol 
stered, caned, or finished in any desired man 
ner, and the same is of any suitable size. This 
seat is pivoted at i to the back-frame a, and 
beneath the seat is the seat-support k, pivoted 
at n to the chair-frame, and there are one or 
more cross-rods, h, connecting the two parts k 
of the seat-support, and the links t should ex 
tend from the seat-support lc to the seat d, so 
as to swing the Seat-support back and cause it 
to fold whenever the seat d is raised, and when 
the seat is in use the support k forms a brace 
for supporting the seat and the weight upon it. 
This seat and seat-support may be used with 
any desired character of back and folding legs. 
I have shown in Fig. 1 the back-frame a as ex 
tending down, forming the front legs, there be 
ing several of such frames united together by 
the rails b to form a range of chairs or settees 
adapted to receive several separate seats, and 
the back legs, l, are pivoted to the frame a, so 
as to form an X or folding settee or chair-frame. 
These legs a l may be kept from spreading 
apart by jointed bars pivoted at their ends to 
the legs, as shown by dotted lines at c, but I 
prefer to extend the legs l above the seat d, 
and to connect the same to the arms in by the 
links s, such links S being preferably of thin 
metal, passing into saw-cuts at, the upper end 
of the legs land under sides of the arm-pieces 
m, and through holes in the ends of these links 
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S the respective pivot-pins are passed. The 
arms m are pivoted at r to the back-frames a, 
and the back legs, l, are connected together by 
rails or a stretcher, v, so that all the back legs 
of the settee or range of chairs, together with 
the rails v, form one frame, and the back and 
front legs, together with the rails b, form an 
other frame, the two frames swinging on the 
pivot in When the range of chairs or settee is 
being folded for transportation or opened out 
for use. - 

In Fig. 1 I have shown the pivot in as com 
mon for the legs and Seat-support to swin 
upon; but it is not necessary that the seat. 
support pivots correspond to the pivots for the 
folding legs, and in Fig. 3 I have shown the 
pivot for the legs as higher up than the pivot 
n for the seat-support; and it will also be 
apparent that the pivot or connection for the 
Seat-support may be placed much lower down 
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than the pivot in, Fig. 1. For example, the seat 
Support lc may be extended down in the form 
indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 3, so that the 
lower ends of the seat-support lc reach nearly 
to the floor, and are pivoted to the bolt that 
passes through and connects together the lower 
ends of the frames (, or said support may rest 
upon the floor, the seat in all instances fold 
ing upwardly upon the pivots at the back and 
independently of the legs and back-frame, in 
Order that each separate seat in the range of 
chairs forming the settee may be turned up or 
down at will, so that persons may pass along 
freely between the ranges of chairs or settees. 

It will be apparent that the links t may be 
dispensed With as unnecessary in cases where 
the Seat-support does not fold up with the seat, 
and where the seat-Support lc is such as shown 
by dotted lines in Fig. 3. 

I claim as my invention 
1. The combination, with the back-frame 

and folding legs, of a seat pivoted at its back. 
part to the back-frame and folding upwardly, 
a seat-support, k, upon which the seat rests 
when open for use, and links connecting the 
seat and seat Support, Substantially as speci 
fied, whereby the Seat and seat support can be 
folded upwardly independently of the back 
frame and legs, as set forth. 
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2. The combination, with the folding X legs 
or frames (t, l and the arm-pieces in and links 
S, of the Seat d, pivoted at i to the frame a, the 
seat-support k, pivoted at its lower ends, and the 
links t, connecting the seat-support and seat, 
substantially as set forth. 

3. Two or more back-frames, a, forming also 
the front legs, and the rails b, for connecting 
the frames together, in combination with the 
legs l, forming folding X-frames for a range 
of chairs, the separate seats d, pivoted at the 
back corners to the back-frame and folding 
upwardly, the Seat-Support lic, and links t, con 
necting the seat-supports and seats, substan 
tially as Set forth. 

4. The back-frames a, forming also the front . 
legs, and the connecting rails b, in combination 
With the legs t, forming the folding X-frames 
for a range of chairs, the separate seats d, piv 
oted at the back to the back-frame and fold 
ing upwardly, and the seat-Supports k, con 
nected to the frames (, and upon which the 
seats d rest, Substantially as set forth. 
Signed by me this 9th day of September, 

A. D. 1885. 
JOHN E. WAKEFIELD. 

Witnesses: 
HENRY BACON, 
FREDR. J. BARNARD. 
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