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An automated system for processing a sample contained in a fluid sample container includes an
automated tool head configured to rotate about a first axis, and to translate along a second axis different than
the first axis, an analytic element positioner having an analytic element holder configured to releasably grasp
an analytic element, and a specimen transfer device carried by the tool head, wherein the tool head is
configured to automatically position a working end of the specimen transfer device to obtain a specimen
from a sample container held in the sample container holder, and to transfer the obtained specimen to an
analytic element held by the analytic element holder, respectively, through one or both of rotation of the

tool head about the first axis and translation of the tool head along the second axis.
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR AUTOMATED PREPARATION
OF BIOLOGICAL SPECIMENS
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An automated system for processing a sample contained in a fluid
sample container includes an automated tool head configured to rotate
about a first axis, and to translate along a second axis different than the
first axis, an analytic element positioner having an analytic element
holder configured to releasably grasp an analytic element, and a
specimen transfer device carried by the tool head, wherein the tool head
1s configured to automatically position a working end of the specimen

transfer device to obtain a specimen from a sample container held in the
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sample container holder, and to transfer the obtained specimen to an
analytic element held by the analytic element holder, respectively,
through one or both of rotation of the tool head about the first axis and

translation of the tool head along the second axis.
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