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The invention relates generally to wrap-
pers. More particularly the invention re-
lates to that type of wrapper which is used to
_encase a cigarette package or like article,
and consists of a rectangular sheet of “cello-
phane” which is folded at the central part
thereof to form a front, bottom and back,
has its side margins folded inwardly and

_cemented or pasted together in overlapped
relation to form sides and has the end mar-
gins folded inwardly to form a pair of over-
lapping
wrapper.
In practice it has been found that a wrap-
per of the aforementioned type, although it
serves to encase efficiently the cigarette pack-
age and to render the latter moisture proof,
is exceedingly difficult to tear open for the
reason that “cellophane” will not tear read-
ily. across a straight ed%e-and the only ex-
posed edge is the straight edge at the outer
end of the uppermost flap at the top of the
wrapper. .
“One object of the invention is to provide
a “cellophane” wrapper of the type under
consideration in which the uppermost flap
is cut or notched at the outer edge thereof
sv as to form a starting tear and thus make
- it possible readily to remove the wrapper
from the package with which it is associated.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a “cellophane” wrapper of the last men-
tioned character in which the notch at the
outer edge of the uppermost flap is V-
shaped, forms a pair of laterally spaced tabs
whereby parts of the flap may be gripped by
the fingers in effecting removal or tearing
of the wrapper and is located in the central
- or intermediate portion of the edge so that
the tear which is made in removing the
wrapper from the package tends to bisect
the uppermost flap.

Still another object of the invention is to
provide a wrapper of the type herinbefore
set forth in which the upper parts of the
wrapper sides are folded inwardly over the
top of the package and under the flaps to

form infoldments, and the uppermost flap
projects beyond and is free with respect to

flaps for closing the top of the p
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the under ﬁagsso that ready access may be

had to the ta

A further object of the isvention is to
provide a “cellophane” wrapper for a ciga-
rette package, which is generally of new and
improved construction and is more practi-
cal than previously designed wrappers of
the same general type. '

Other objects of the invention and the
various advantages and characteristics of
the present wrapper construction will be ap-
arent from a consideration of the following
detailed description. ,

The invention consists in the several novel
features which are hereinafter set forth and
are more particularly defined by claims at
the conclusion hereog

In the drawing which accompanies and
forms a part of this specification or dis-
closure and in which like numerals of refer-
ence denote correspondng parts throughout
the several views:

Fig. 1 is a perspective of a wrapper em-
bodying the invention; '

Fig. 2 is a perspective exhibiting the man-
per in which the notch in the outer edge of
the uppermost flap at the top of the wrapper
permits the flap to be torn readily in re-
moving the wrapper from the cigarette
package; ,

Fig. 3 is a top view of the wrapper; and
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Fig. 4 is a fragmentary plan view of the -

“cellophane” sheet from which the wrapper
is formed.

The wrapper which forms the subject mat-
ter of the present invention is adapted to
encase, and form a moisture-proof enclosure
for, a package 5 of cigarettes and is formed
of an imperforate, rectangular sheet 6 of
“cellophane”. The sheet 6 is folded at the
central portion thereof to form a front 7, a
bottom 8 and a back 9. The side margins of
the sheet are folded inwardly, as illustrated
in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawing, and are
cemented or otherwise secured together in
overlapped relation so as to form sides 10.
The sides 10, together with the front 7, the
bottom 8 and the back 9, form a rectangular
compartment in which the cigarette package
5 fits snugly. The upper parts of the sides 10
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project beyond the sides of the package and
are folded inwardly over the package top to
form infoldments 105, The end margins of
the sheet 6 form a pair of flaps 11 and 12 at
the top of the wrapper. The flap 11 is asso-
ciated with the back 9 and is creased, as at 13,
so that it extends inwardly and forms a
closure for the top of the package compart-
ment. It is superimposed upon, and is ce-
mented or pasted to, the infoldments 10* and
terminates inwardly of the flap 12. The flap
12 is associated with the front 7 of the wrap-
per and is creased, as at 14, so that it extends
inwardly. It overlaps and projects beyond
the flap 11 and is cemented or pasted to the
latter so as to effect a complete seal for the
top of the compartment in which fits the
package 5 of cigarettes.

- In order to make it possible to tear the flap

-12 so as to effect complete and ready removal

of the wrapper from the cigarette package
5, a notch 15 is cut in the outer edge of the
flap 12. This notch is V-shaped, is located in
the central part of the outer end edge of the
flap 12 and serves to form a pair of laterally
spaced tabs 16 at the ends of the flap and
beyond the undermost flap 11. When one of
these tabs is raised or pulled relatively to
the other, the flap 12 is caused to be torn
across the central portion thereof. This is
due to the fact that the notch 15 is in the
nature of a partial tear and tends greatly to
facilitate tearing of the “cellophane”. By
locating the notch 15 in the central portion
of the outer edge of the flap 12, the flap is
caused to be bisected when it is torn and there
is a tendency for the wrapper to be torn so
as to expose one corner of the cigarette
package. The tendency for the wrapper to
be torn so as to expose one corner of the
cigarette package is attributable, in addition
to the location of the notch 15, to the fact
that when one of the side parts of the flap 12
is raised by manipulation of the appended
tab 16 and so as to effect a tear from the notch
15 to the crease 14, the enfoldment 10* which
is associated with such end part of the flap
12 serves as an anchor and confines the end
part so that further movement or manipula-
tion thereof is around the continguous corner
of the package, with the result that the tear
is down and across the front 7 of the wrap-
per, as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawing, and
the gfor%aid corner of the package is ex-
osed.
P When it is desired to tear the wrapper so
that access may be had to the cigarettes with-
in the package 5, one of the tabs 16 is pulled
upwardly. This upward pull operates to
raise one of the side parts of the flap 12 and
causes a tear across the central part of the
flap 12 and from the apex of the notch 15 to
the crease 14. After effecting the afore-
mentioned tear, further pull upon the tab
results in the side part of the flap 12 with
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which the tap is associated being swung to
one side about the contiguous corner of the
package. This swinging of the side part of
the flap causes the wrapper to be torn down
and across the front 7 and results in exposure
of the underlying corner of the package.
After the wrapper is torn in this manner, the
package 5 may be torn open “at the exposed
corner for removal of the cigarettes or by
further tearing of the wrapper it ‘may be
readily withdrawn from the compartment
that is defined by the front, bottom, back and
sides of the wrapper.

The herein described wrapper is more
practical than previously designed wrappers
of the same general character in that it em-
bodies the V-shaped notch 15 which makes
it possible to tear readily the uppermost flap
of the wrapper in removing the wrapper
from the package of cigarettes with which
it is associated. Inasmuch as the means for
effecting ready tear of the flap 12 is in the
form of a V-shaped notch and is located in
the extended or free end part of the flap 12,
the cost of the wrapper is not increased and
the wrapper serves as a moisture-proof en-
closure or pack for the package.

The invention is not to be understood as
restricted to the details set forth, since these
may be modified within the scope of the ap-
pended claims, without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:

1. A wrapper for a substantially rectangu-
lar commercial package, consisting of a com-
paratively tough, thin sheet of material hav-
ing the properties and characteristics of cel-
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lophane and wrapped around the package so, 105

that it encases the four sides of the package
and projects beyond one end of the package,
the projecting portions of two opposed side-
encasing parts of the wrapper being fold-
ed inwardly over the said one end of the
package to form infoldments, the project-
ing portions of the other two side-encasing
parts of the wrapper being connected to the
first mentioned projecting portions and
forming oppositely facing flaps for closing
the said one end of the package, one of the
flaps being folded over and superimposed
upon the two infoldments, the other flap be-
ing folded over and sealed to the said one
flap and having an unsealed outer end edge
and a preformed cut or notch in said edge
for the purpose of starting a tear in the up-
per flap when one of the parts of the upper
flap at opposite sides of the cut or notch is
gripped by the fingers and pulled relatively
to the other part, said wrapper sheet being
arranged to encase the other end of the pack-
age and having no exposed cut or notch other
than the aforesaid cut or notch in the upper
flap and being sealed marginally so that the
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wrapper renders the package completely
moisture-proof, :
2. A moisture-proof wrapper for a sub-

stantially rectangular commercial package,

consisting of an imperforate, comparatively
tough, thin sheet of material having the
properties and characteristics of cellophane
and wrapped around the package so that it
encases the four sides of the package and
projects beyond one end of the package, the
projecting portions of two opposed side-en-
casing parts of the wrapper being folded in-
ward%y of the said one end of the package
to form infoldments, the projecting por-
tions of the other two side-encasing parts of
the wrapper being connected to the first men-
tioned projecting portions and forming op-
positely facing flaps for closing the said one
end of the package, one of the flaps being
folded over and superimposed upon the two
infoldments, the other flap being folded over
and sealed to the said one flap and having
an unsealed outer end edge and a reentrant
formation in said edge for the purpose of
starting a tear in the upper flap when one
of the parts of the upper flap at opposite
sides of the formation is gripped by the fin-
gers and pulled relatively to the other part.

3. A wrapper for a substantially rectan-
gular commercial package, consisting of a
substantially imperforate, comparatively
tough, thin sheet of material having the
properties and characteristics of cellophane
and wrapped around the package so that it
encases the four sides of the package and
projects beyond one end of the package, the
projecting portions of two opposed side-en-
casing parts of the wrapper being folded in-
Wardfy over the said one end of the package
to form infoldments, the projecting portions
of the other two side-encasing parts of the
wrapper being connected to the first men-
tioned projecting portions and forming op-
positely facing flaps for closing the said one
end of the package, one of the flaps being
folded over and superimposed upon the two
infoldments, the other flap being folded over
and cemented to the said one flap and hav-
ing the distal end thereof projecting beyond
and free with respect to said one flap, said
distal end of the said other flap having a
straight outer edge and being provided with
a cut or notch in said edge so as to form a
starting tear in the upper flap and also to
form a pair of side-by-side tabs beyond and
outwardly of the under flap whereby parts
of the upper flap may be gripped by the fin-
gers and pulled relatively to one another for
flap-tearing purposes.

4. A moisture-proof wrapper for a sub-
stantially rectangular commercial package,
consisting of an imperforate, comparatively
tough, thin sheet of material having the
properties and characteristics of “cello-
phane” and wrapped around the package so

3

that it encases the four sides of the package
and projects beyond one end of the package,
the projecting portions of two opposed side-
encasing parts of the wrapper being folded
inwardly over the said one end of the pack-
age to form infoldments, the projecting por-
tions of the other two side-encasing parts of
the wrapper being connected to the first men-
tioned projecting portions and forming op-
positely facing flaps for closing the said
one end of the package, one of the flaps be-
ing folded over and superimposed upon the
two infoldments, the other flap being folded
over and cemented to the said one flap and
having the distal end thereof projecting be-
yond, and free with respect to, said one flap,
said distal end of the said other flap having
a reentrant formation at substantially the
central portion of the edge thereof to start
a tear in the upper flap when one of the parts
of said distal end at opposite sides of the
formation is gripped by the fingers and
pulled relatively to the other part.

5. A moisture-proof wrapper for a sub-
stantially rectangular commercial package,
consisting of an imperforate, comparatively
tough, thin sheet of material having the
properties and characteristics of “cellophane”
and wrapped around the package so that it
encases the four sides of the package and
projects beyond one end of the package, the
projecting portions of two opposed side-en-
casing parts of the wrapper being folded
inwardly over the said one end of the pack-
age to form infoldments, the projecting por-
tions of the other two side-encasing parts of
the wrapper being connected to the first men-
tioned projecting portions and forming op-
positely facing flaps for closing the said one
end of the package, one of the flaps being

folded over and superimposed upon the two-

infoldments, the other flap being folded over
and cemented to the said one flap and hav-
ing the distal end thereof projecting beyond,
and free with respect to, said one flap, said
distal end of the said other flap being pro-
vided with a cut or notch in the edge thereof
so as to form a starting tear in the upper flap
and also to form a pair of side-by-side tabs
beyond the under flap whereby parts of the
upper flap may be gripped by the fingers and
pulled relatively to one another for flap-
tearing purposes. :

Signed at Chicago, Illinois, this 22d day of

May, 1931.
WILLIAM A. KOCH.
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