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2 Claiims.

The present. invention deéals with an electrical
lighting unit and more particularly with an elec-
trical:lighting unit of thé plug-in type having a
combpination of the advantages of'a general light-
ing fixture and auxiliary lighting fixture especial-
Iy useful in hospital roomis.

Hospital rooms usually. require. general light-
ing sueh as provided by.eléctrical devices such as
a. luminaire located on the ceiling of the room,
localized lighting such as§. provided by bed lamps
or table lamps, and a.small-wattage night' light
to furnish only enough illumination to service the
occupants of the hospital room during the night.
Hospitals may furnish such requirements by the
use of one or two independent electrical circuits
so that at least one of said electrical devices can
remain operative in the event that one circuit
becomes defective. It is a common practice to
provide independent outlets for each of stich elec-
trical circuits. Therefore, the number of elec-
trical outlets.in each hospital room is determined
by the general lighting, auxiliary lightihg, con=
venience outlets for therapeutic apparatus, a sec-
ond circuit outlet, and other outlets depending
upon the sizé of the hospital room and the num-=
ber of beds in the room. Such electrical outlets
cecupy various locations of the hospital room, and
for lighting purposes or other uses it becomes
necessary to operate the several requirements
from different locations. This condition is dis-
advantageous since in treating a single patient it
becomes necessary to- inconvenience or disturb
other patients in order to provide light-or thera-
peutic treatment for such patient.

It is an object of the present-invention to pro-
vide an electrical unit having the combination of
the advantdges of a géneral lighting fixture and
auxiliary lighting fixtures. It is another object
of the present invention to provide an -electrical
unit of the plug-in type which eliminates the
use of numerous . eleétrical outlets and which
localizes the operation of hospital room lighting
requirements and electrical therapeutic- treat-
ment for a single patient to the immediate area
of a single hospital bed. OCther objects and ad-
vantages of the present inventiont will become
spparent from the description hereinafter follow-
ing and the drawings formmg part hereof; in
which:

Fig. 1 illustrates a side elevational view of the
electrical unit of the present-invention ineluding
an electrical outlet therefor,

Pig. 2 illustrates a front €levational view of an
electrical outlet according-to the invention in-
cluding a supporting wall anchor tHerefor shown
by broken lines,
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Fig, 3 illustrates a front elevational view- of
the electrical unitof Fig: 1;

Fig: 4 is a diagrammatic- illustration of the
rear view of the electrical unit of the invertion
including various embodiments thereof,

Fig. b is a schematic- wirihg diagram: for the
various electrical embodiments iltustrated in Fig.
3,and

Fig. 6 is a plan view: of‘ a hogpital room
equipped - with electrical units. according to-the
present invention:

My invention deals with the unification of the
etectrical wiring in g hospital room:- at, a location
over each hospital bed approximéitely five feet
above the floor, whereby all electrical hospital
room requirements for éach bed can ke operated
from one strategic 16eation. Theabove mentionsd
unification is possible with' the electrical: struc-
ture or basic unit of my irvention- whiclh elimi-
nates the necessity for-separate eléctrical outlets
such as & ceiling outlet for géneral illumination,
wall outlets for auxiliary-lamps; a wall conven-
ience outlet for therapeutic- appliances, radio,
ete., a second cirenit. wall outlét and wall switch
outlets. By auxiliary lamps I'refer to examining
lights, bedlights, and night lights, I provide-all
hospital room. electrical requirements by the use
of a substantially small and’ flat- structure or
basic unit provided with 3 single plug adapted to
engage one, but preferably two or more-separate
electrical circuits so that at least one circuit may
function independently should the other circuit
hecome defective. This small eléctrical basie unit
has connected to it to fornr & single composite
unit, i: e, a lighting- structure or fxture, a swivel-
pivoted indirect lighting-means capable of being
rotated, e. g. at 180 degrees or-more from the ver-
tical, so that it serves not-only as-a means for
general lighting but also: as an examining light
in the treatment: of a- patient; a flexible arm
lighting means which serves-as-g-reading lamp,
ete.; and a -night light:of ‘small wattage mounted
within said unit. Preférably the:indirect light-
ing means is capablé-of.Being: rotated:at:250 de-
grees to -pérmit’radial:action:in:the swivel for
efficient- medical: inspeetion: purposes. By the
combination of * the: above mentioned lighting
meéans: at & localized:ahd easily  accessible-area
over eacli hospitai béd—-which:is made-possible
by the plug-in-type electrieal structure: or basic
unit of my - invention.-hereinafter. more particu-
larly déscribed+I: provide an:. electrical lighting

and servicing systéem-such-that-all necessary hos-

pital rocom electrical needs.may. be:easily. con-
trolled to suit-the requirements for each: patient.
Pig. 1 illustrates:the:electiical composite unit
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of my invention as 2 structure comprising a sub-
stantially flat electrical basic unit | having com-
bined therewith and positioned on the front
thereof a swivel-pivoted indirect lighting device
2 comprising a lamp and shade therefor pivoted
on a swivel 3 which may be rotated at least 180
degrees from the vertical, as shown in Fig. 3,
to enable it to act not only as a source for gen-
eral indirect lighting but also as an examining

light, a reading lamp or bed lamp 4 comprising !

a lamp and shade therefor attached to the front
of said electrical unit by means of a flexible
arm 5 easily adjustable to assume any desired
position, a convenience outlet & for therapeutic
devices, ete., positioned on one side of said elec-
trical unit, a night light 7, as shown in Fig. 4,
contained within said basic unit and adapted or
positioned for illumination through the bottom
of said unit, and a plug 8; two-pronged or three-
pronged for single circuit and four or meore
pronged for multiple circuits, positioned on the
rear of the electrical unit for engaging the wall
outlet 9 and two separate electrical circuits so
that at least one circuit may funection independ-
ently should the other circuit become defective,
said outlet 9 being electrically connected to two
independent sources of current.

Fig. 2 shows a front elevational view of a main
outlet 9 including two recesses 108 and I{ for co-
operating with a locking means, e. g. two screws,
by which said unit i is retained in position and
grounded, said outlet being secured to a wall by
means of the anchor 2.

Fig, 3 illustrates the location of a toggle switch
13 for operating the night light T and pull switch
i4 for operating the bed lamp 4. The general
or indirect light 2 is operated, preferably from
an independent circuit, by a switeh located near
the door of the hospital room as hereinafter
described. The electrical unit 1 is plugged into
the outlet 9 and further secured or locked in
position by means of the screws 10’ and (1’
which engage the recesses 18 and {1 and which
are electrically contacted in known manner to
provide a ground therefor.

Fig. 4 is a diagrammatic rear view illustration
of the various fixed embodiments, contained
within the electrical basic unit of my invention.
Centrally located with respect to the unit [ is
a two or more, e. g. four, pronged plug 8 having
terminals A and B associated with an electrical
circuit for supplying current to the night light 1,
bed lamp 4, convenience outlet 6 and to the
switches 13 and 14 for operating said night light
and said bed lamp respectively. The terminals
C and D of the plug 8 are associated with a sepa-
rate circuit for supplying current to the general
indirect light 2. Contained inside the electrical
unit { and secured to an upper portion thereof
is a terminal block 15 having a plurality of
aligned electrically connected binding posts 16
equipped with a plurality of easily changeable
and substantially short conductors, one of which
is shown, with spade clips 17 so that said spade
clips may be manipulated to enable one of the
circuits hereinafter described to function in a
series connection for selected electrical require-
ments to the execlusion of a second circuit, or
the electrical requirements of the hospital room
may be divided to function in parallel from two
circuits, or any single hospital lighting require-
ments may be easily removed from either circuit,
all by simply disconnecting specific spade clips
and rearranging the circuit to function according
to the electrical needs wanted. Any desired light
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may remain in service should some light herein
mentioned be removed for repair. A suitably
selected pair of binding posts are electrically con-
nected to each fixed electrical embodiment de-
scribed. Therefore, defective wiring in lighting,
ete., can be readily repaired and replaced as the
only connections for all hospital electrical re-
quirements extend from the terminal block 15
to each electrical embodiment for a short dis-
tance. In short, the terminal block wiring in-
side the electrical unit is constructed for easy
and rapid correction and adjustment to any
wiring specifications for flexibility and independ-
ent operation of the light sources, etc., without
disturbing the fixed wiring system of the various
electrical embodiments. Moreover, any repair
work which would -be necessary for any hospital
room lighting requirement need not be made in
the hospital room since it is a simple operation
to remove the securing means, e. g, the screws
10’ and ii’, disengage the plug 8 from the outlet
9, and repair the composite unit outside of said
room. In this manner it is possible to service all
hospital room lighting reguirements by simply
removing the elecfrical unit, which, of course, is
advantageous in that there is 2 minimum of dis-
turbance in the hospital rcom.

The night light 7 is encased in a shield i8 in
such manner that it may be easily removed or
inserted by means of snap-~in type contacts, and
the electrical unit is provided with a slot or open-
ing 1% on the bottom thereoi so that said night
light provides only a downwardly directed illumi-
nation along the hospital room wall in the vicin-
ity of the hospital bed from a distance of about
five feet above the floor.

Fig, b shows the wiring diagram for the various
electrical embodiments illustrated in Fig. 4. In
Pig. 5 I have illustrated one type of dual circuit

2 arrangement possible and in which case the two

electrical circuits mentioned operate simultane-
ously and independently of each other. A se-
lected pair of binding posts is connected to the
conductors 20 of the indirect light 2. Conductors

.5 of other electrical embodiments, e. g. outlels, are

likewise connected with other selected binding
posts. In accordance with Fig. 5, I have shown
conductors 2¢ to reiate to the convenience outle
6 and conductors 22, 23, 24 and 25 to relate, re-
spectively, to the pull switch {4, fiexibie arm light
4, toggle switch {8, and night light 7. It is, how-
ever, apparent that by removing and rearranging
somo of the spade clips {7 I may place any of the
electrical embodiments into either of the two cir-
cuits illustrated. TFor example, I may utilize the
circuil cooperative with ths plug terminals C and
D to fuirnish current to outlets for the bed lamp
4 and night light ¥ while the circuit cooperative
with the plug terminals A and B furnishes cur-
rent to all octher elecirical embodiments or cutlets.
The spade clips 7 may also be arranged to co-
operate with a single circuit where hospital rooms
are thus wired, and a main outlet then serves only
the single circuit. In such case the prongs A B C
D may ke adapted so that two of the prongs re~
late to a wall switch as shown in Fig. 6 for oper-
ating, for example, the indirect lighting device
2 and the two remaining prongs serve the cther
electrical devices herein descrived, all electrical
devices being served by the said single circuit,
which is made possible by applying cross jumpers
in such manner that the four prongs are elec-
trically connected with & common ground associ-
ated with one prong and a live leg jumpered, as
known to the art, to serve the other three prongs
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Since only a single ground is used in the case of
a single circuit, it is apparent that the plug 8
may comprise less than four prongs, €. g. two or
three prongs. I prefer, however, to use one cir-
cuit for the general indirect lighting alone which
is operative by means of a separate switch near
the room door. Such arrangement is advan-
tageous since in a hospital room having several
beds and more than one electrical unit, X may
control more than one indirect light from said
door switch to instantly provide a balanced in-
direct lighting,

Fig, 6 shows a plan view of a hospital room oc-
cupied by two beds and provided with two elec-
trical units of my invention connected in parallel
to the circuits &’ B’ and C’ D’. It is apparent
from the circuit wiring that the circuit C’' D/,
which I use for indirect lighting, is independent
of the circuit A’ B’ and is operable from the walil
switch 28 located near the hospital room door.
With more than one electrical unit ! in a hospital
room, I may remove an electrical unit for repair
and still provide the room with electrical require-
ments since at least one other electrical unit may
remain operative in the event of emergency, ete.,
or & spare unit may be plugged in readily to re-
place a defective one. :

Therefore, the composite unit of my invention
is not only advantageous froin the standpoint of
maintenance, but also furnishes the most flexible
lumination and other electrical requirements
when it is wanted in all phases of hospital opera-
tion both for the convenience of the patient and
for hospital personnel who utilize light and thera-
peutic devices in the treatment of patients.

What I claim is:

1. A composite electrical unit for the unifica-
tion of lighting requirements comprising in com-
bination, a substantially small and flat container
having a front face, rear face and sides, an elec-
trical terminal block within said container, a plu-
rality of pairs of binding posts on said terminal
block, each pair of binding posts consisting of
first and second electrically -connected binding
posts, a plurality of electrical members compris-
ing a lamp member secured to the front face of
said container and an electrical outlet member
on a side of said container, each of said members
being electrically connected from a first binding
post of one pair of binding posts to a first binding
post of another pair of binding posts, a plurality
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of short changeable electrical conductors each
engageable with a second binding post of one pair
of binding posts and a second binding post of
another pair of binding posts, at least a pair of
prong members extending outwardly of the rear
face of said container, conductors leading from
one of said prong members to a second binding
post of one pair of binding postis and from an-
other prong member to a second binding post of
another pair of binding posts, a main electrical
outlet for said prongs said main outlet containing
electrically conductive sockets for each prong,
said prongs being detachably insertable into said
sockets, an electrically conductive retaining means
engageable with said container and said main
outlet for securing said container to said outlet.

2. A composite electrical unit according fo
claim 1, comprising two pairs of prong msinbers,
one pair of said prongs being electrically con-
nected to two of said second binding posts and
the other pair being electrically connected to an-
other two of said second bhinding posts, said main
electrical outlet having two pairs of openings re-
ceptive to said prong members, two sources of
current,; one of said sources of current being as-
sociated with. ohe pair of said openings and the
other source of current being associated with the
other pair of said openings.

KURT VERSEN.
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