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1 Claim,
1

This invention aims to. provide a bifurcated
sack for the use of fruit pickers, for example,
novel spring means being provided for holding
the upper end of the body of the sack open, and
novel means being supplied for suspending the
sack from the body of a wearer.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 shows, in front elevation, a sack con-
structed in accordance with the invention.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the sack, parts
being broken away.

The drawings disclose a sack for the conven-
ience of fruit pickers, for example, and compris-
ing a flexible body { having depending, flexible
bifurcations 2, which are closed at their lower
ends by slide fasteners 3, or otherwise. The
bifurcations 2 define a crotch 4.

A flat, U-shaped, expansible spring b is re-
tained in the crotch 4, and extends from a place
near the upper, rear edge of the body to a place
near the upper, forward edge of the body. The
spring 5 constitutes means for holding the upper
end of the body { open, slong the median, front-
to-back plane A—B of the body, and forms a
bafile, functioning fo check the downward move-
ment of the fruit and prevent bruising, as the
fruit descends into the bifurcations 2. A means
§ is supplied for suspending the sack from the
person of a user.

The invention comprises a coiled, expansible,
circumscribing spring 1, mounted on the upper
end of the body I, and constituting means for
holding the upper end of the body open from
front to back, and from side to side, on opposite
sides of the U-shaped spring 5.

A crotch strip 8 extends from a place near the
upper, rear edge of the body to a place near the
upper front edge of the body, and is secured to
the body, the crotch strip covering and housing
the U~-shaped spring 5. Securing elements 9 con-
nect the upper ends of the spring 5§ with the
crotch strip 8 and with the body 1.

The ' circumseribing spring T is housed in a
tubular pocket 10, formed at the upper end of
the body [. The rear ends of the spring T may
be spaced apart slightly, as shown in Figure 2,
the rear ends of the spring being. attached, as
shown, to the rear portion of the body f. The
rear ends of the pocket 10 are open, and conse-
quently a new spring 1 may be inserted readily
into the pocket, should ‘one spring become dead
or broken. The spring T is in the form of an
expansible loop.

The suspending means may embody flexible
straps 12, having their rear ends secured to the
rear - portion .of the body |1, the straps - being
crossed, as Indicated at 14, but being freely sep-
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2 ‘
arable at their place of crossing. Snap connec-
tions {5 join the forward edges of the straps 12
to the side portions of the bifurcations 2. It will
be noted that the cast-off connections are spaced
far enocugh ‘below the upper edge of the body {
to cause the upper portion of the body to remain
flexible, and readily responsive to the springs 1
and 5. Buckles I8, or any other suitable means,

may be employed to vary the effective lengths of

the straps 12.

The straps 12 extend backwardly over: the
shoulders of the wearer, as shown in Figure 1,
and the sack hangs at the front of the wearer’s
body in an open and accessible condition.. The
sack may be detached from the body of the
wearer by loosening the cast-off -connections 15,

Owing to the fact the springs T and 5 are re-
silient, they do not interfere with the movements
of the fruit picker, should the sack come into
contact with ladders, trees, or other obstacles.
The location of the snap connections 5, at the
sides of the bifurcations 2, distributes the weight
in such a way that the sack may be worn with
comfort to the user.

What is claimed:

A sack for the convenience of fruit pickers, for
example, and comprising a flexible body having
depending, flexible bifurcations defining a crotch,
g wide expansible U-shaped spring retained in
the crotch and extended from a place near the
upper, rear edge of the body to a place near the
upper, forward edge of the body, the spring con-~
stituting means for holding the upper end of the
body open, along the median, front-to-back plane
of the body, and forming a baffle functioning to
check the downward movement of the fruit, and
preventing bruising, as the fruit descends into
the bifurcations, in combination with an expansi-
ble, circumscribing spring mounted on the upper
end of the body, and constituting means for hold-
ing.the upper end of the body open, from front
to back, and from side to side, on opposite sides
of the U-shaped spring, and means for suspend-
ing the sack from the person of the user.
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