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paragraph [0114] - paragraph [0115] ;
f i gures 1-11

X Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. See patent family annex.

* Special categories of cited documents :
"T" later document published after the international filing date or priority

date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand
"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not considered the principle or theory underlying the invention

to be of particular relevance

"E" earlier application or patent but published on or after the international "X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
filing date considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) orwhich is step when the document is taken alone
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article (2)(a) for the following reasons:

□ Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

□ Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

□ Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see addi tional sheet

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
- - claims.

2 . I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
' ' only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos. :

4 . I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report i
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
' ' payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
' ' fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

IX INo protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Thi s Internati onal Searchi ng Authori t y found mul t i pl e (groups of)
i nventi ons i n thi s i nternati onal appl i cati on , as fol l ows :

1. cl aims : 1-7

Surgi cal i nstrument compri si ng a handl e wi t h a tri gger, a
shaft, an arti cul ati on joi nt and an end effector havi ng two
jaw members and an el ectrode, the i nstrument further
compri si ng a dri ve member compri si ng f i rst and second
f l exi bl e l ayers .

2. cl aims : 8-12

Surgi cal i nstrument compri si ng a handl e wi t h a tri gger, a
shaft, an arti cul ati on joi nt, a dri ve member -not
necessari l y havi ng f l exi bl e l ayers- and an end effector
havi ng two jaw members and an el ectrode, wherei n the joi nt
rotatably connects two shaft porti ons and wherei n the shaft
porti ons have detents and notches .

3. cl aims : 13-17

Surgi cal i nstrument compri si ng a handl e wi t h a tri gger, a
shaft, an arti cul ati on joi nt, a dri ve member -not
necessari l y havi ng f l exi bl e l ayers- and an end effector
havi ng two jaw members and an el ectrode, wherei n the
i nstrument further compri ses a conductor and a spri ng wi t h a
speci f i c confi gurati on that i s mounted t o the conductor.

l aims : 18-22

Surgi cal i nstrument compri si ng a handl e wi t h a tri gger, a
shaft, an arti cul ati on joi nt, a dri ve member -not
necessari l y havi ng f l exi bl e l ayers- and an end effector
havi ng two jaw members and an el ectrode, wherei n the
i nstrument further compri ses an arti cul ati on actuator and
arti cul ati on dri ve member coupl ed i n a speci f i c way t o
achi eve rotati on of a di stal shaft porti on about an axi s.

5. cl aims : 23 , 24

Surgi cal i nstrument compri si ng a handl e wi t h a tri gger, a
shaft, an arti cul ati on joi nt, a dri ve member -not
necessari l y havi ng f l exi bl e l ayers- and an end effector
havi ng two jaw members and an el ectrode, wherei n the handl e
compri ses a socket, the shaft compri ses a bal l and the joi nt
pi votably coupl es the handl e and the shaft.

6. cl aims : 25-28
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Surgi cal i nstrument compri si ng a handl e wi t h a tri gger, a
shaft, an arti cul ati on joi nt, a dri ve member -not
necessari l y havi ng f l exi bl e l ayers- and an end effector
havi ng two jaw members and an el ectrode, wherei n the
i nstrument further compri ses an arti cul ati on actuator and
two arti cul ati on dri vers coupl ed i n a speci f i c way t o
achi eve l ateral movement of the end effector.

7. cl aims : 29-38

Surgi cal i nstrument compri si ng a handl e, a tri gger -not
necessari l y part of the handl e- , a shaft, an arti cul ati on
joi nt, a dri ve member -not necessari l y havi ng f l exi bl e
l ayers- and an end effector havi ng two jaw members and an
el ectrode, wherei n the shaft compri ses a speci f i c rotatabl e
structure wi t h a cavi t y and wherei n the i nstrument further
compri ses an arti cul ati on actuator and an arti cul ati on
member extendi ng through the cavi t y t o achi eve rotati on of
shaft porti ons and wherei n the i nstrument further compri ses
a power swi tch .

8. cl aims : 39-47

Surgi cal i nstrument compri si ng a handl e, a tri gger -not
necessari l y part of the handl e- , a shaft, an arti cul ati on
joi nt, a dri ve member -not necessari l y havi ng f l exi bl e
l ayers- and an end effector havi ng two jaw members and an
el ectrode, wherei n the shaft compri ses a speci f i c cam-based
structure wi t h a cavi t y and wherei n the i nstrument further
compri ses an arti cul ati on actuator, a spi ne and an
arti cul ati on member extendi ng through the cavi t y t o achi eve
arti cul ati on of shaft porti ons and wherei n the i nstrument
further compri ses a power actuator.

9. cl aim: 48

Surgi cal i nstrument compri si ng a handl e, a shaft, an
arti cul ati on actuator, wherei n the shaft compri ses a
speci f i c cam-based structure wi t h a cavi t y and wherei n the
i nstrument further compri ses an arti cul ati on actuator, a
spi ne and an arti cul ati on member extendi ng through the
cavi t y t o achi eve arti cul ati on of shaft porti ons and wherei n
the i nstrument does not necessari l y have a tri gger, a dri ve
member or an end effector.
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