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This invention relates to an attachment plug. More
particularly, the invention relates to an attachment plug
having incorporated therein structure for guiding a cord
either perpendicularly or parallel to the surface of the
face plate of the outlet to which the plug is connected.

The cords of cord sets plugged into wall outlets nor-
mally point directly into the room from the wall where
they are as conspicuous as they are unsightly. In many
locations, they serve as trip cords for the unwary. An
object of the present invention is to provide an attach-
ment plug having a cord guide which will enable the
cord to be directed either along the wall or out into the
room.

Another object of the invention is to provide an attach-
ment plug having a cord guide with more than one cord
directing means whereby a cord can be directed from an
attachment plug in more than one direction.

Other objects of the invention will be apparent from
the following specification considered in conjunction with
the attached drawing wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an attachment plug in-
corporating this invention;

FIG. 2 is a side view of the plug illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a front view of the plug illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an alternative embodiment of an attachment
plug incorporating this invention;

FIG. 5 is a top view of the plug of FIG. 4; and

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an additional embodi-
ment of an attachment plug incorporating this invention.

Briefly stated, in accordance with one of its embodi-
ments, this invention is directed to an attachment plug
comprising a molded plug housing, contact prongs ex-
tending from a side of the housing, an open cord-posi-
tioning channel transversely positioned with respect to
said prongs on an opposite side of the housing, and lips
on the channel for maintaining a cord therein, the lips
being notched at a center position whereby the notches
in the channel serve as alternative positioning means
for a cord connected to the plug.

Referring to the drawing, the plug consists of a plug
housing 10 of molded rubber or plastic material having
a side from which contact prongs 11 extend and an op-
posite side from which an electrical cord 12 extends.
The conductors of the cord 12 are connected to the con-
tacts 11 on the interior of the housing 1§ by any conven-
tional means.

In FIGS. 1-3, the portion of the housing 10 from which
the cord 12 extends is formed into a channel 13 posi-
tioned transversely with respect to the contacts 11. The
channel 13 has lips 14 at its open side which serve to
maintain the cord 12 in the channel once it has been
placed there. The central portion of the lips 14 have
notches 15 immediately over the aperture from which the
cord 12 extends and these notches 15 serve as an addi-
tional positioning means for the cord 12. Thus, it may
be seen that the cord 12 may be positioned in the channel
13 so that it extends in a direction paralle] with the face
plate (not shown) of a wall outlet to which the plug is
connected or in the notches 15 in which case the cord
12 extends perpendicularly from the face plate in the
manner of conventional attachment plugs. Since the
channel 13 extends across the plug, the embodiment of
FIGS. 1-3 and 6 enables the cord 12 to be extended in
any of three directions.

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate an alternative embodiment in
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which the housing 18 is made cylindrical and flanged at
one end. A cap 16 molded of rubber or plastic material
placed over the flange of the housing 19 is free to rotate
around the cylindrical housing 10. With this construc-
tion, the channel 13 may be aimed in any direction, as
best illustrated in FIG. 5.

In addition to providing an attachment plug with a
cord guide, the structure of this invention provides a
strain relief for the cord. Tolerances of the channel 13
and notches 15 are made quite close so that the cord is
firmly gripped and thus the notches 15 or channel 13
take up the strain in case the cord is jerked violently.

While the invention has been described with reference
to certain specific embodiments, it is obvious that there
may be variations which fall within the spirit of the in-
vention. Therefore, the invention should be limited in
scope only as may be necessitated by the scope of the
appended claims. ’

What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

1. An attachment plug comprizing a molded plug hous-
ing, contact prongs extending from a side of said hous-
ing, an open cord-positioning channel transversely posi-
tioned with respect to said prongs on an opposite side
of said housing, and lips on said channel for maintain-
ing a cord therein, said lips being notched at a center
position whereby the channel and the notches selectively
serve to position a cord connected to said plug.

2. An attachment plug and cord comprising a molded
plug housing, contact prongs extending from one side of
said housing, and a cord attached to said contact prongs
on the interior of said housing, said cord emerging from
said housing from a side opposite the side from which the
contact prongs extend in a direction parallel to the
planes of the prongs, said housing defining a cord-posi-
tioning open channe] on the side opposite the prong side,
said channel being substantially perpendicular to the
prong planes and having lips which maintain the said
cord in said channel, said lips being notched at the point
where said cord emerges from said housing whereby said
cord is selectively positioned in the notches to extend
directly outward from a wall outlet to which said plug
is connected or in the channel to pass from the plug
in a direction parallel with the face-plate of a wall outlet
to which said plug is connected.

3. An attachment plug and cord comprising a molded
plug housing having a prong side and oppositely posi-
tioned cord side, prongs extending from said prong side,
a cord extending from said cord side, said cord being
connected to said prongs on the interior of said plug
housing, said housing defining an open transverse cord-
positioning channel on the cord side from the center of
which said cord extends, and lips on said chanmel for
maintaining a cord in position therein; said lips being
notched at the center of said channel whereby said cord
can be selectively directed through said notches or through
said channel.

4. An attachment plug and cord comprising a molded
plug housing of generally cylindrical configuration flanged
at one end, a plurality of contact prongs extending from
the unflanged end of the housing, an electric cord extend-
ing from the flanged end of the housing through an
axial aperture, the conductors of said cord being con-
nected to said contact prongs in the interior of said
housing, and a rotatable molded cap mounted around
said flange, said cap having an open transverse cord-
positioning channel through which said cord extends, said
channel having lips for maintaining said cord therein,
said lips being notched at the center of said channel where-
by said cord can be selectively positioned by said notches
or said channel.
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