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2 Claims. 

The present invention relates to breast Sup 
porters to be worn for a period before and/or 
after child-birth. Such as during puerperium 
and/or during the nursing period and which will 
have the advantages of forming an effective Sup 
port for the lactating breasts and Will exert but 
a slight compression upon the breasts, thereby 
affording the wearer a maximum amount of 
comfort. It will be understood, however, that 
the present supporter may be worn by patients 
whose breasts need special care for reasons other 
than child bearing, as for example in the case 
of congested breasts or otherwise diseased 
breasts. 
In the treatment of diseased breasts or of lac 

tating breasts it is important to minimize the 
compression of the breasts and still to provide 
a firm and positive lifting effect upon the breasts. 
The present invention therefore embodies a sup 
porter which is Self-adjusting to any position 
of the breasts, which the patient finds the more 
comfortable, and which nevertheless serves to 
hold the breasts in the desired position, in that 
it supports and prevents the breasts from drop 
ping to a lower and leSS desirable position; this 
being accomplished without any undue compres 
sion of the breastS. 
The present invention also provides a Sup 

porter which is self-adjustable to patients of 
different size and Weight and Over a large range 
of size of breasts. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a breast Supporter of the type described which 
will be readily adjustable to the constantly 
changing size and shape of the lactating breasts, 
without exerting any undue compression upon 
the breasts. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a breast supporter of the type described which 
is simple in construction, and may be readily 
manipulated to provide ready acceSS to One Or 
the other breast during the nursing period. 

For this purpose the breast supporter consti 
tuting the present invention is made of a band 
of elastic cloth of the type having great elas 
ticity longitudinally of the band, the ends of 
the band being connected by a readily manipu 
latable and sliding connection of the zipper 
type. The result is a circular band Or Supporter 
having great circular elasticity and having Sub 
stantially no elasticity in the transverse direc 
tion. This supporter, while simple in construc 
tion, is effective for the reason that it readily 
adapts itself to the contour of the breasts and 
also readily adapts itself to the changes in size 
and shape of the lactating breasts. 

I have found that a supporter consisting Sim 
ply of a band of cloth commonly known in the 
trade as “lastex cloth' and having for its longi 
tudinal thread a spirally cotton Wound round 

(C. 2-42) 

Squirted rubber yarn and WOven together with a 
transverse yarn of any type desired affords the 
maximum of comfort for the Wearer. While the 
dimensions of this band may be varied as de 
sired, I have found that a band of such cloth 
28 inches long and 8 inches wide may be worn 
With great comfort by Substantially all patients. 
This is due to the fact that such cloth is highly 
elastic and the Supporter therefore adapts itself 
to the many sizes and shapes of lactating 
breasts. 

Having described the main objects of my in 
vention, reference is now made to the accom 
panying drawing constituting a part of this 
application and which illustrates one specific 
embodiment of the present invention, it being 
understood, however, that this specific embodi 
ment is not to constitute a limitation upon the 
present invention and that many variations of 
the specific form of the invention, falling within 
the Scope of the appended claims, Will be ap 
parent to persons skilled in the art. 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 represents a patient wearing the 

breast supporter; 
Figure 2 is a front view of the supporter; 
Figure 3 is a detail Section on line 3-3 of 

Figure 2: 
Figure 4 is a section similar to Figure 3 of a 

modified form of the invention. 
Figure 5 shows an enlarged detail. 
In the drawing 5 designates the supporter 

band made of lastex cloth and it will be under 
stood that it consists merely of a band of such 
material of uniform. Width, preferably 8 inches 
and approximately 28 inches long. Reference 
character 6 designates the two cooperating 
halves of the readily detachable fastener, each 
of these elements comprising the strip of woven 
cloth 7 for attachment to the ends of the band 
of lastex. The strips 7 are sewed along the 
lines 8 and 9 to the corresponding end of the 
band 5 and preferably along the Outer face 
thereof. 
The lines of stitching 8 and 9 are disposed 

near the end of the band 5 and are preferably 
Spaced from the end of the band a distance 
Sufficient to permit the band to extend to the 
Outer edge of the corresponding element 6 and 
if desired, may even be made to extend slightly 
beyond this edge. It will be understood, there 
fore, that when the present supporter is worn 
by the patient the portions 10 of the band are 
disposed behind the connector 6 and the strip 
7, thereby eliminating the possibility of contact 
of the metallic parts of the connector with the 
bare skin. 

Stitching 11 at the top and bottom of por 
tions 10 may be employed for the purpose of 
preventing these portions from turning back 
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2 
upon the band. The end portions 10 are pref 
erably turned back upon themselves in the man 
ner shown in the drawing so as to prevent 
the exposure of a cut edge of athe material. 
It Will further be seen that the strips 7 are 

permanently connected together at the lower 
end thereof by the metallic anchoring element 
12 and thereby serve to prevent the complete 

O 
removal of the slidable element 3 which Serves 
to close and open the connector. Each of the 
Strips 7 is also provided at the upper end there 
of With a stop element 14 which prevents the 
complete removal of the slidable element at the 
other end. 
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In the form shown in Figure 4 one strip 7 
is attached to the front face of the band and 
the other strip is attached to the inner face of 
the other end of the band. Each end is pro 
vided with the inturned extension 15 as shown, 
and each extension is long enough to cover the 
connector. These overlapping portions 15 may 
be made of the same material as the Supporter 
or they may be made of another material which 
is stitched onto the front face of the compressor 
by the same lines of stitching 8 and 9 and at 
the same time that the strips 7 are attached 
thereto. 
In this construction the metallic portion of 

the connector as well as the slidable element 
13 is hidden from view and therefore the pres 
ent Supporter does not offer to view any un 
sightly parts. 
In use the present supporter is slipped over 

the head of the patient and disposed around 
the chest in such a manner that the connector is 
placed anterior to the sternum. With the slid 
able element 13 at the bottom the patient can 
reach the breasts to lift them to the most com 
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fortable position and then the slidable element 
is slowly moved upwardly. The breasts are, of 
course, lifted by this supporter onto the an 
terior chest Wall and with the further closing 
of the zipper the breasts are lifted upwards. 
The cloth employed in the present supporter is 
porous and does not obstruct circulation; it is 
capable of being stretched approximately 
seventy-five to one hundred percent of its origi 
nal length with the result that the supporter 
is able to follow the constantly changing size 
and shape of the lactating breasts. The cloth 
is flexible and yieldable and the nipples of the 
-breast are therefore not compressed and not 
Subjected to any discomfort. 
The Supporter as disclosed herein has great 

1,948,078 
elasticity in the horizontal direction and no 
elasticity in the vertical direction. This Serves 
to produce the maximum of support and lift 
for the breasts. It will be understood however, 
that a material having some elasticity in the 
vertical direction may also be employed pro 
vided the vertical elasticity is relatively small 
as compared with the horizontal elasticity. The 
best results however are obtained when the 
Supporter is substantially nonelastic in the ver 
tical direction. 
The nursing mother can lower the slidable 

element 13, lift the breast for nursing and by 
the proper adjustment of the element 13 the flap 
serves to support the breast while nursing. 
The slidable element 13 is provided with a 

lug 16 which serves to lock it in any desired 
position. 

I claim: 
1. A supporter for lactating breasts consist 

ing of an oblong shaped band of material hav 
ing a high elasticity in the longitudinal direc 
tion and relatively inelastic in the transverse 
direction, the longitudinal elasticity being Sub 
stantially uniform across the width of the band, 
and an adjustable connector of the slidable type 
and arranged to connect the ends of the band 
'along the entire width thereof and converting 
the same into a circular band, and having means 
for permanently connecting the lower corners 
of the ends of the band, said connector being 
so disposed that it is operable upwards to close 
the band and downward to Open the Same, 
whereby the band offers positive support and 
lift for the breasts without any undue com 
pression. 

2. A supporter for lactating breasts consist 
ing of an oblong shaped band of material hav 
ing a high elasticity in the longitudinal direc 
tion and relatively inelastic in the transverse 
direction, the longitudinal elasticity being Sub 
stantially uniform across the width of the band, 
and an adjustable connector of the slidable 
type and arranged to connect the ends of the 
band along the entire width thereof and con 
verting the same into a circular band, and 
having means for connecting the lower corners 
of the ends of the band, said connector being 
so disposed that it is operable upwards to close 
the band and downward to open the same, 
Whereby the band offers positive support and 
lift for the breasts without any undue compres 
SO. 
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